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Message from the Minister  
  
 
I am pleased to present the sixth Annual Report on 
Official Languages of the Northwest Territories. 
 
Today loss of language has become an urgent issue 
among the Aboriginal peoples of the Northwest 
Territories.  Many factors are impacting the health of 
Aboriginal languages. English has also become the 
language of choice for many of our peoplethrough 
employment, mass media communications, social 
interactions, new technology and development..  The 
Government of the Northwest Territories realizes that 
there are many difficult problems facing those who are 
working very hard at trying to enhance and revitalize 
their Aboriginal languages.  As a government, I assure you that we will continue 
our efforts to support these people and all official languages communities of the 
NWT.    
  
This Report is a review of the progress that we have made in the past year 
towards language promotion and development and delivery of language 
programs and services. 
 
I would like to acknowledge and thank the many organizations and individuals 
who have contributed to the enhancement, maintenance and revitalization of our 
Official Languages in the NWT.  
 
Masi, 
 

 
 
Honourable Jackson Lafferty 
Minister Responsible for Official Languages  
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Introduction  
 
 
The Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) is committed  to improving 
the quality and delivery of its official languages programs and services in the 
NWT. 

The GNWT provides language services in accordance with the Official 
Languages Act of the NWT, and takes this responsibility seriously.  The language 
shift towards English in all aspects of daily community activities has made this a 
challenging task. 

 The GNWT recognizes the value that the languages groups place on their 
languages and cultures.  The GNWT will continue working to strengthen the 
health of Aboriginal languages and make improvements in the delivery of 
services in French; and continue its support in a way that respects and enhances 
all official languages and cultures of the NWT. 
 
This report outlines the progress achieved in 2008-2009 (April 1, 2008 to March 
31, 2009) and is intended as an annual review of activities under the Official 
Languages Act of the NWT.  
 
 

 
 
 


