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I just realized I had this. So I’m a few hours late. 
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Recommendations: Cannabis Legalization in the NWT

You must decide where and if people can smoke in public places – can cannabis be smoked in current designated cigarette smoking areas? There must be a definitive answer and regulations in place which addresses this question.

The government should consider labelling every cannabis product with the exact amount of THC level that is concentrated within each product. This would be done so that consumers – particularly those inexperienced with cannabis products – can be aware that different products can and do contain different levels of the ‘high’ found in cannabis, also known as THC.

There must be warning labels on all cannabis products like: edibles (candies, baked goods, etc.), drinks, and the cannabis itself – which will clearly indicate to people that this is a drug and is harmful to children. Additionally, there should be no labels on cannabis products that may appeal to or advertise to children; there should be no labels which resemble other products such as juice boxes, candy, or other goods/products that are regularly used by children. This would be done in order for children to not confuse cannabis products with other everyday foods or drinks that they would otherwise consume.

Another action that can be taken to help protect young children from cannabis exposure is to mandate that all cannabis products (sold in the NWT) must have child-proof sealed caps, which are also found on cleaning products as well as prescription drugs that people get over the counter from pharmacies. 

The NWT should allow for both privately run and government-operated stores as options for where people can purchase cannabis products, as well as the option of online purchase and delivery too. The sale of cannabis should not be restricted to only liquor stores; there should be a variety of retail outlets for where people can purchase cannabis products.

Along with legalization there should be a robust education campaign to educate the public, particularly young people about the harms and hazards that accompany this substance. The government should consider updating the health curriculum in all high schools and elementary schools across the NWT in order to include the most up-to-date information regarding cannabis use and its health effects. The government should consider all avenues for public health advisories about this issue, including running ads on social media such as facebook, twitter, or youtube, as well as on the radio, on television, and on billboards, in order to reach as broad an audience as possible for educational purposes.

Another aspect of legalization that the government must keep in mind is amnesty for people who have committed certain cannabis-related offences. The government should be ready and willing to help people suspend their criminal records, reduce or end certain prison sentences for cannabis-related offences, and ultimately release people from custody and drop any and all charges that pertain to either possession, trafficking, or consuming cannabis, as per the new incoming laws that will govern cannabis.

First Nations communities and Indigenous governments must have more input into how cannabis laws will be governed within their communities. They must have greater autonomy with how they want to go about legalization, especially in terms of taxation (they should get a cut of the profit, along with the territorial and federal governments), ownership of cannabis retail outlets, and the pricing of all cannabis products in stores that would exist within their communities. 

Lastly, there is one more aspects of cannabis legalization that the government should consider regulating, which pertains to the transportation of cannabis, whether by car, rail, water, or air over provincial/territorial borders, as well as domestically within Canada. People traveling around the country are going to wonder if – and if so how much – cannabis is allowed to freely travel over provincial/territorial borders. They will wonder if they can lawfully pack cannabis products in their luggage whether they are flying, driving, or travelling via boat or rail. This is not something I have seen or heard mentioned in any jurisdiction across the country, but it is something that must be addressed.
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