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THE HONOURABLE WALLY SCHUMANN NO.:                       124-18(2) 
MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SERVICES DATE:    February 8, 2017 
 

Update on Energy Strategy Engagement 

 

Mr. Speaker, the Northwest Territories Energy Strategy will support the transition 

to a lower carbon economy in the NWT in the transportation, heating, electricity and 

industrial sectors by supporting efficiency as well as renewable and alternative 

energy solutions. 

 

Hearing from NWT residents is an important part of developing our strategy and we 

started hosting a series of regional public engagement sessions to inform both the 

Energy Strategy and Climate Change Strategic Framework in November. We have 

already been to Inuvik, Norman Wells, Yellowknife and Fort Smith and will go to 

Fort Simpson, Hay River and Behchokö over the coming weeks.  To help frame our 

public engagements, we have released an Energy Strategy Discussion Guide which is 

also available online.  

 

Mr. Speaker, to make sure that workshop participants properly represented 

regional interests, the GNWT brought in stakeholders from the surrounding 

communities to take part.  

 

The format for these sessions is a two-day invitational workshop along with an 

evening public session. This approach makes it possible to have participants focus 

on the Energy Strategy for one day, and the Climate Change Strategic Framework on 

the second day.  
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These workshops have been well attended, with roughly 200 participants so far. 

Feedback has been positive, with participants saying that the format helped them 

take part in both engagements in a meaningful way.  

 

Through these engagements we heard that energy affordability is a major concern. 

We also heard that the GNWT should improve its outreach on energy and how it 

communicates so people have a better understanding of the NWT energy system. It 

was of great interest to us when many participants expressed desire to be more 

involved as part of the solution through cooperation and partnerships.  

 

Participants generally said we need to do more to support local renewable and 

alternative energy. This means solutions addressing affordability as well as 

greenhouse gas emissions for electricity, heating and transportation.  

 

We also collected significant feedback on how to support the public on making 

energy efficiency improvements. Participants expressed the GNWT should help 

more with more upfront, flexible, and expanded programs and services.  The input 

we receive as part of these engagements will be used to help review energy 

efficiency programs and services provided by the GNWT, which is among our  

mandate commitments.  

 

We also heard about carbon pricing. People asked quality questions and raised 

legitimate concerns about the potential impacts that a carbon tax could have on 

residents, business and industry in the NWT.  This valuable feedback will help guide 

our research and discussions with the federal government and territorial 

counterparts on how best to prepare for a price on carbon that works for the people 

of the Northwest Territories. 
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Mr. Speaker, we have heard a lot of encouraging things through these engagements, 

and what we heard will be made public through regional engagement reports once 

all of our workshops are completed. 

 

The GNWT is involved at the national level in both the Canadian Energy Strategy 

and the Pan-Canadian Framework on Clean Growth and Climate Change. It is 

important that the NWT be part of the national solution to address climate change 

and make energy more sustainable. Our involvement allows us to work with our 

colleagues across Canada to find solutions for our common issues. Ensuring the 

challenges facing northern jurisdictions are considered.  This includes a 

commitment to work with the federal government to explore expanding the Taltson 

hydropower site and finding solutions to diesel use in off-grid communities. 

 

Part of our mandate commitment is to participate in the Pan-Canadian Task Force 

on Reducing Diesel in Remote Communities. This is part of the larger Canadian 

Energy Strategy.  We provided the NWT Power Corporation, Arctic Energy Alliance, 

Lutselk’e Dene First Nation, Tlicho Government and Inuvialuit Regional Corporation 

with support to attend a national summit on the topic. Making sure that northern 

voices are part of these efforts at the national level are important, help us achieve 

our mandate commitments, and support the development of our own energy 

strategy.  

 

The government’s mandate commitments include increasing the production and 

transmission of renewable and alternative energy and supporting the use of energy-

efficient technologies in residential, commercial and public sectors.  A new Energy 

Strategy will help us achieve this. As we near the end of our public engagement 

sessions the GNWT will begin drafting the Strategy over the course of this winter 
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and spring. We look forward to sharing it with Members for their input before 

releasing it to the public later this year.  

 

Mr. Speaker, this strategy will help chart a course for an energy future in the 

Northwest Territories that will rely less on carbon, will be more secure, and will 

help fulfill the goals and beliefs of our people. We will create a plan aiming to make 

sure residents have access to affordable, sustainable energy, and will support our 

long-term economic, social and environmental well-being. 

 

 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 


