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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

Monday, February 25, 2019 

Members Present 

Hon. Glen Abernethy, Mr. Beaulieu, Mr. Blake, Hon. Caroline Cochrane, Ms. Green, Hon. Bob McLeod, Hon. 
Robert McLeod, Mr. McNeely, Hon. Alfred Moses, Mr. Nadli, Mr. Nakimayak, Mr. O'Reilly, Hon. Wally Schumann, 
Hon. Louis Sebert, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Testart, Mr. Thompson, Mr. Vanthuyne 

 

The House met at 1:30 p.m. 

Prayer 

---Prayer 

DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. R.J. Simpson): 

Welcome back, everyone. Item 2, Ministers' 
statements. Minister of Education, Culture and 
Employment. 

Ministers' Statements 

MINISTER'S STATEMENT 152-18(3): 
PROGRESS IN POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION 

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Mr. Speaker, we 

are making significant progress in meeting this 
government's mandate commitments to strengthen 
the Northwest Territories post-secondary education 
system.  

I am pleased to advise that the drafting of 
legislation to govern post-secondary education in 
the Northwest Territories is nearing completion. The 
proposed legislation will create, for the very first 
time, a process to ensure the effective governance 
and quality assurance of all post-secondary 
institutions operating in the territory. 

This fulfills our mandate commitment to develop 
legislation ensuring a quality assurance system by 
which post-secondary institutions will be recognized 
in the Northwest Territories. This also contributes to 
our mandate commitment to develop and foster our 
knowledge economy. The Department of 
Education, Culture and Employment continues to 
work with our post-secondary partners to support 
the development and growth of post-secondary 
institutions and programs in the Northwest 
Territories. The proposed legislation will also 
support Aurora College's transformation into a 
polytechnic university, including the creation of a 
new governance model and its own degree-level 
programs. 

Mr. Speaker, we have a great opportunity to 
transform post-secondary education for the long 
term. This will provide opportunities here in the 
territory for residents to get the skills and training 
they need for NWT jobs today and in the future. 

 

A polytechnic university combines the practical 
approach of a college education and the depth of 
study usually associated with a university program. 
Polytechnic programs are skills-intensive, 
technology-based, and hands-on, providing 
students with practical training for in-demand jobs. 
Program and curriculum decisions at polytechnic 
universities are also made in close collaboration 
with representatives from industry, ensuring 
graduates achieve skills that are relevant to the 
current job market. 

Since tabling the Government Response to the 
Aurora College Foundational Review, I have 
travelled to the three campus communities of 
Inuvik, Fort Smith, and Yellowknife. I have met with 
Indigenous and community leaders, Aurora College 
staff, more than 100 college students, and more 
than 200 members of the public in the three 
communities.  

Mr. Speaker, there is overall excitement for the 
transformation of Aurora College. The mayors of all 
three campus communities have sent a joint letter 
confirming their collective support of the polytechnic 
university and recognizing the academic, social, 
and economic advantages it will provide for all 
Northerners. 

A polytechnic university with three vibrant 
campuses and 21 community learning centres will 
give residents access to more educational options 
closer to home. It will improve employment success 
for residents, help close skill gaps for in-demand 
jobs, and better respond to employer, industry, and 
community needs in the Northwest Territories. It 
creates a platform to grow our knowledge economy, 
including increased retention of research funding 
and increased influence over Northern research 
priorities.  

The new $10-million Aurora College Centre for 
Mine and Industry Training in Fort Smith and the 
planned Arts, Crafts and Technology Centre in 
Inuvik are two examples of what we can achieve 
through strategic partnerships with governments 
and industry. The Government of the Northwest 
Territories has been and remains committed to 
investing in post-secondary education for 
Northerners, but we must be making strategic and 
informed decisions as we move forward. 
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Mr. Speaker, we know the next steps for 2019, and 
we remain on track to meet our long-term goal of a 
polytechnic university. It is critical that we get this 
right by making decisions in the right order and at 
the right time. The strengthening and growth of our 
post-secondary education system must begin with a 
clear vision and a strong associate deputy minister 
to lead Aurora College and oversee the design and 
implementation of changes over the coming months 
and years. I am pleased to welcome, starting on 
March 4, Dr. Tom Weegar as our new associate 
deputy minister of post-secondary education 
renewal.  

That vision will be informed by the people of the 
Northwest Territories. All residents will have the 
opportunity to provide their thoughts and ideas on 
the strengths, challenges, and opportunities in our 
post-secondary education system. This input will be 
used to define the territorial vision and goals for the 
future and guide the development of a post-
secondary education framework. The framework 
will provide a clear picture on what we will achieve 
and how we will work together with our 
stakeholders and partners.  

Our next step is to establish the advisory committee 
and academic advisory council to bring together 
experts from across the territory and the country to 
ensure we follow national standards and best 
practices in all areas. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a great deal of work ahead, 
but the opportunities we create will generate wide-
ranging social and economic benefits and greatly 
advance what we can achieve as a territory. Mahsi 
cho, Mr. Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Masi. Ministers' statements. 

Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs. 

MINISTER'S STATEMENT 153-18(3): 
COMMUNITY GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS 

HON. ALFRED MOSES: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, municipal elections were held in nine 
hamlet communities in the Northwest Territories on 
December 10, 2018. There were 71 candidates in 
total vying for 46 available seats. I am pleased with 
the large number of candidates as this indicates 
there is keen interest in local government and that 
individuals want to serve as leaders and decision-
makers for their communities.  

I am also pleased to report that through the 
elections held on December 10

th
, our territory 

continues to benefit from near gender parity at the 
local government level with 21 female candidates 
successfully securing their seats. In total, 41 
percent of the 71 candidates for municipal office 
were female, and 46 percent of those candidates 
were successful in their bid for a seat.  

The voter turnout rate was between 44 percent and 
54 percent across the Territories. Thirty-nine 
percent of candidates for councillor positions were 
acclaimed. Acclamations occurred in the hamlets of 
Aklavik, Enterprise, Sachs Harbour, and 
Tuktoyaktuk.  

Mr. Speaker, local elections remain important to 
community residents. Being an elected official is 
one of the best ways that an individual can support 
their community in providing a safe, sustainable, 
and healthy environment for their residents. 

In addition to those elected in the October 
Municipal Taxation Authority elections 
acknowledged in this House in the fall, I 
congratulate all who were elected on December 
10

th
. In particular, I wish to congratulate Mayor 

William Koe in Fort McPherson, Mayor Ray Ruben 
in Paulatuk, Mayor Floyd Lennie in Sachs Harbour, 
Mayor Danny Beaulieu in Fort Providence, and 
Mayor Laverna Klengenberg in Ulukhaktok. I look 
forward to working closely with each of these 
community leaders in their new capacity. 

Many thanks to all the candidates who ran in the 
nine community elections. People's willingness to 
serve is a critical component of democracy at all 
levels of government.  

I would also like to thank the staff and volunteers 
who led the election process on behalf of their 
municipalities. It takes dedication and significant 
effort by many people to support this process 
behind the scenes so that residents can exercise 
their right to vote in elections. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, we will see 11 municipal 
elections held in 2019. There will be five mayor 
positions and 46 councillor positions available. This 
will be an opportunity for aspiring candidates in 
those communities to run for community leadership 
positions and for residents to choose their decision-
makers. I encourage all qualified residents to put 
their names forward and, especially, to get out and 
vote. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Masi. Ministers' statements. 

Item 3, Members' statements. Member for 
Mackenzie Delta. 

Members' Statements 

MEMBER'S STATEMENT ON 
RECOGNITION OF INSPIRE AWARD WINNER 

MARY EFFIE SNOWSHOE 

MR. BLAKE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 

Speaker, I would like to acknowledge Elder Mary 
Effie Snowshoe from Fort McPherson. Mary Effie 
was recently in Calgary to accept the Indspire 
Award for Culture, Heritage, and Spirituality.  
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Mr. Speaker, Indspire is a national Indigenous 
charity that focuses on the education of Indigenous 
people. Their vision is to enrich Canada through 
Indigenous education and by inspiring 
achievement.  

Each year, Indspire presents the Indspire Awards, 
honouring success and achievement by Indigenous 
people. Indspire celebrates and recognizes First 
Nations, Inuit, and Metis individuals who contribute 
for the long-term benefit towards their family, 
community, and Canada. 

Mr. Speaker, at 81 years old, Mary Effie Snowshoe 
grew up being taught the Gwich'in traditional way of 
life from her parents; hunting, fishing, trapping, 
preparing food, and tanning moose skin. Mary Effie 
continues to pass on her knowledge to family as 
well as to visitors to the community and visitors to 
her fish camp.  

Up until 2003, Jijjuu Mary Effie taught the Gwich'in 
language for 24 years until she retired. "Retired" is 
not in her vocabulary, as she continues to help with 
traditional activities in the community and school, 
as well as play host to numerous traditional 
teachings at her fish camp. 

Mr. Speaker, Mary Effie has a wealth of stories to 
share, each with a spiritual meaning. She is eager 
to take you by the hand to teach you on-the-land 
survival skills.  

We are fortunate to have elders such as Mary Effie 
in our community. We have so much to learn, and 
we should take advantage and learn from our 
elders, such as a wise woman. Congratulations, 
Jijuu Mary Effie Snowshoe. Mahsi, Mr. Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members' statements. 

Member for Yellowknife North. 

MEMBER'S STATEMENT ON 
INDIGENOUS EQUITY IN MINERALS INDUSTRY 

MR. VANTHUYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. What 

if I told you the next big business movement in the 
NWT, and it's already happening, is that Indigenous 
organizations are going to become actual owners of 
mineral resource projects? 

Mr. Speaker, relations between Indigenous Peoples 
and resource developers have been difficult in the 
past. A lack of respect for treaties and an often 
inconsiderate industry attitude toward First Peoples 
have strained relations, so it's easy to understand 
the degree of mistrust about mineral resource 
projects. 

However, in recent years, there has been an 
obvious change. Since the start of the diamond 
mines and the execution of impact benefit 
agreements, both sides increasingly understand 

that the real collaboration can be very profitable. 
Indigenous governments have formed economic 
development corporations that provide a multitude 
of services to the mines; human resources, 
catering, and camp services, to name a few. The 
Dene Nation took it a step further when the 
Denendeh Development Corporation created its 
own exploration and development company. 

These past 20 years of doing business together has 
revealed a change in mindset. Reconciliation is the 
current priority between Indigenous Peoples and 
Canada, and that involves greater recognition of 
Indigenous rights and the abandonment of harmful 
policies. It will only truly be achieved, however, 
when Indigenous Peoples have the power to create 
their own economic freedom and decrease their 
dependence on government support. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe the Indigenous people of the 
NWT have found the solution through building 
partnerships in resource development, but we're 
about to see this go one step further to ownership. 

Mr. Speaker, a key discussion at roundup this year 
was how Indigenous groups want to become 
involved in resource development, and what 
benefits they will derive. Equity ownership is the 
new partnership. The resulting wealth creation and 
prosperity will lead to economic empowerment and 
self-determination. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time to acknowledge that 
Indigenous people want to improve their living 
standards and provide a better future for their 
children. Their socio-economic situation may 
remain difficult, but the NWT proves that 
Indigenous communities are reconciling economic 
development and empowerment while continuing to 
be respectful stewards of the land and the 
environment. There are many reasons to be 
optimistic about our economic future, Mr. Speaker, 
and Indigenous ownership in mineral resource 
development is one of them. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members' statements. 

Member for Sahtu. 

MEMBER'S STATEMENT ON 
STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT 

MR. MCNEELY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The 

NWT tourism is very much a thriving industry. This 
can be measured by the current surveys reflecting 
over the past several years on the incoming visitors 
and public and private sector investments. 

Mr. Speaker, our continued support is needed in 
broadening our horizons to further provide 
destination options through infrastructure 
investments while reducing our living costs through 
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affordable travel on expanding our all season road 
systems. These strategic infrastructure investments 
enhance affordable connections by providing 
travellers with options in collaboration to sustaining 
our future's non-Territorial Formula Funding, or 
TFF, revenues 

Mr. Speaker, this sector contributes 32 percent of 
our income. It is incumbent upon us as legislators 
of this government to demonstrate our mandate 
and obligations on affordable access, modernizing 
our regulatory regimes, and local Indigenous 
partnerships. This approach is political 
development for economic growth and positive 
returns. These strategic initiatives are essential to 
creating an environment for investment certainty, 
affordability, meaningful employment, and training 
opportunities. Mr. Speaker, to deny this in our 
current position and decision making authority for 
responsible resource development would be to 
deny the next generation's abilities for 
sustainability. 

Mr. Speaker, in recognition of over half the 
population outside our capital when formulating the 
TFF outcomes, let us recognize the challenges of 
our smaller communities and expectations for 
equality and meaningful services. 

Mr. Speaker, with these principles, I look forward to 
our fiscal budget deliberations in our remaining 
sitting. Mahsi. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members' statement. 

Member for Frame Lake. 

MEMBER'S STATEMENT ON 
MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS 

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. Last 

week, concerns were raised in this House, and 
have been raised in the media and by the general 
public, regarding the process used to appoint the 
workers' advisor. The authority of the Minister 
responsible for the Workers' Safety and 
Compensation Commission to make such an 
appointment is not in doubt. What is in question is 
the process used and the judgment exercised in 
making that appointment. The previous 
appointment was made following a public call for 
expressions of interest. The previous individual who 
served in that office has said publicly that he 
provided three months' notice that he did not wish 
to continue. 

I have searched high and low for any Cabinet or 
ministerial policy regarding appointments. The 
closest I could find was an August 3, 2017 Boards' 
Policy signed by the Premier as chair of the 
Executive Council. That policy sets out a number of 
principles to "encourage and support good 
governance." The fourth principle states "the 

process for appointments to GNWT boards should 
be timely, consistent and transparent."  

The Premier is accountable to the Executive 
Council for the implementation of this policy. 
Further guidance on appointments to boards 
include the following direction to "ensure that 
gender equity and local expertise in relation to 
mandate are considered when persons are 
appointed, nominated, or confirmed." Lastly, the 
board policy states that the Cabinet may: "establish 
appointment guidelines and procedures for the 
selection and appointment of board members." 

In some cases, opportunities for board 
appointments or nominations are even made known 
to Regular MLAs. I am also of the view that the 
Premier must exercise some oversight on 
ministerial appointments, including those to boards 
and other appointments authorized by statutes. It is 
now time for Cabinet to develop a policy for 
ministerial appointments given the public concerns 
raised by the recent appointment of the Workers' 
Advisor. I will have questions later today for the 
Premier. Mahsi, Mr. Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members' statement. 

Member for Yellowknife Centre. 

MEMBER'S STATEMENT ON 
CHILD AND YOUTH ADVOCATE 

MS. GREEN: Mahsi, Mr. Speaker. I rise today to 

revive a discussion started in the 14
th

 Assembly 
about creating a child and youth advocate for the 
Northwest Territories. Children and youth need our 
special attention and support, particularly when 
they are being cared for by people other than their 
immediate families. Since the NWT started 
discussing this issue in 2003, Yukon has created an 
advocate office, and so has Nunavut. In fact, we 
are one of the only two jurisdictions in Canada 
without an office dedicated to protecting the rights 
of children on both an individual and systemic 
basis, as well as providing public awareness about 
those rights. 

Mr. Speaker, Yukon has had a child and youth 
advocate office since 2010. The mission of the 
advocate in Yukon is to provide services to children 
and youth up to 18 years of age by protecting and 
asserting their rights and ensuring their voices are 
heard in a safe and supportive way. The office 
advocates for children who are receiving, or who 
are eligible to receive, government services, 
including help with mental health and addictions, 
education, and justice. The advocate is also 
involved in all aspects of child and family services. 
A total of 154 children accessed services in Yukon 
last year. 
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In Nunavut, the Representative for Children and 
Youth was appointed in 2014. The office supports 
young Nunavummiut by giving voice to their 
concerns and ensuring the government protects 
and advances their rights and interests. An elders' 
council helps guide the work. In their last annual 
report, the office reported opening 83 files. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time for the NWT to offer this 
same service to children and youth here. First, 
there is a big population of children accessing 
government services, an average of 1,000 children 
per year in each of the last 10 years. Second, the 
work of the Office of the Auditor General revealed 
that health authorities have not maintained regular 
contact with many of the children they have 
removed from homes and placed in foster care or 
other places. We know that contact with children 
and youth out of the territory was also lacking. This 
is obviously a very vulnerable group, ranging in age 
from six months to 18 years, who have rights, 
including the right to be heard and to be treated 
fairly. The child advocate can provide the linkage 
between different players in the child's life to further 
his or her interests. Mr. Speaker, I'm going to seek 
unanimous consent to conclude my statement.  

---Unanimous consent granted 

MS. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, it's time for the GNWT 

to provide better services to children and youth. 
Creating a child and youth advocate is the place to 
start. I will have questions for the Minister of Health 
and Social Services. Mahsi.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members' statements. 

Member for Nahendeh.  

MEMBER'S STATEMENT ON 
WINTER ROAD SAFETY 

MR. THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 

Speaker, it is that time of year when we see a 
number of individuals end up in the ditch. I have 
done that myself a few times in my life.  

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank the Department 
of Infrastructure for offering advice for winter 
driving. Even expert drivers must benefit from a 
refresher and, if you know anyone who's planning 
to drive up to the Northwest Territories, I hope you 
pass these tips along. I would like to share a couple 
of those tips here today:  

 make sure every individual in the vehicle has 
warm winter clothing available; 

 prepare a winter survival kit with warm clothing, 
candles, flashlight, matches, sleeping bags, 
first aid kits, pocket knife, nuts, energy bars, a 
brightly coloured cloth, a small shovel, sand, 
and a tow strap; and 

 tell everyone your travel plans, when you're 
leaving, what route you'll be taking, and when 
you plan on arriving, before you leave. 

Mr. Speaker, Northerners are used to helping out 
when others are in need. I see this all the time, not 
only in our communities but on our own highways 
and winter roads, whether it's a clear, dry night; 
under the midnight sun; or snowy, icy conditions at 
minus 40. 

Personally, I've been grateful when people stopped 
to help me on the highway, and I've tried to pay it 
forward when I see others in need. Earlier this year 
I heard about two Sahtu residents helping out a 
stranded Alberta traveler on the Colville Lake winter 
road, one of the many stories out there. 

Mr. Speaker, this past Friday evening a couple of 
ladies ended up in the ditch, and I would like to 
quote the lady: "A beautiful thing about being from 
and living in the North is the kindness and 
generosity of true Northerners. It can't be beat. Big 
shout-out to George and Anna Tsetso; Chris Hewitt; 
Tow Williams; Dave Crawford, who works for 
Sharps Trucking Company from Edmonton, for 
helping me and my mom out and getting us home 
safely. Thanks to Jenn Kraus for checking on us 
and calling for backup, and others who stopped to 
check on us. We are very grateful." I would like to 
thank those people, as well, Mr. Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, and we wish 

everyone safe travels in this winter season. 
Members' statements. Member for Tu Nedhe-
Wiilideh.  

MEMBER'S STATEMENT ON 
COST OF LIVING 

MR. BEAULIEU: Marsi cho, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 

Speaker, there has been a lot of discussion about 
our government doing what it can to reduce the 
cost of living for our citizens. In fact, it's a mandate 
of our government to do just that. However, Mr. 
Speaker, the opposite is occurring because, over 
the years, we've seen cost increases to our citizens 
in various ways, some through taxes, leases, fees, 
and inflation. This has in effect increased the cost 
of living. 

Mr. Speaker, I've risen many times in the House, 
offering ideas on how to decrease costs to our 
people and our government, which for the most part 
have been ignored. I've talked about fixing up 
homes for seniors, to make them more efficient to 
operate; I've spoken about daycares, where people 
can go to work, both of which are viable options 
and help decrease our social spending. 

Furthermore, Mr. Speaker, I have spoken about 
investing in homecare and early childhood 
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development as areas which offer potential for 
great long-term savings. I've also discussed the 
idea of converting the old Stanton hospital into a 
school for homecare workers and nurses, as well 
as the idea of our government expanding into the 
conservation economy through investments in 
initiatives such as Indigenous guardians and 
ecotourism. 

In addition, Mr. Speaker, there are other jobs to get 
families off income support, jobs like youth workers, 
working in environmental clean-ups, and jobs in the 
field of wellness at the community level. Increasing 
employment rates in small communities will benefit 
all communities, including Yellowknife and the 
regional centres. 

Mr. Speaker, I have used the term "all boats shall 
rise" many times in this House because, if people 
work in our small communities, they will spend their 
money in Yellowknife and the regional centres, 
creating another level of the economy. Thank you.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members' statements. 

Member for Deh Cho.  

MEMBER'S STATEMENT ON 
DEH CHO/MACKENZIE RIVER SIGNAGE 

MR. NADLI: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Last 

February, I had an exchange in this Chamber with 
the Minister responsible for Industry, Tourism and 
Investment, as well as Infrastructure. I pointed out 
that the sign by the highway that identifies the 
mighty Deh Cho as the Mackenzie River is a very 
tiny sign. I mentioned that, for visiting tourists, there 
is no information about the river and its rich history. 
Even its proper name, Deh Cho, meaning "big 
river," is neglected. I suggested that there should 
be a larger sign, a roadside exhibit, and maybe a 
picnic spot. 

The Minister was very supportive of this idea. His 
response, from Hansard, included this comment: 
"The Member's point is well taken [...]. The 
Mackenzie River is important, not just to his region 
but to the whole NWT. It is how people travelled in 
this country for years and years. I think it is a good 
idea to celebrate this type of feature." 
Mr. Speaker, I wholeheartedly agree with the 
Minister, who went on to say, "We'll take a serious 
look at it [...]. lt is not something that will happen 
overnight." Since we spoke, about 350 nights have 
gone by and I am still dreaming of the great big, 
beautiful sign to mark the Deh Cho for travelers on 
the road. I am growing concerned that marking the 
second-longest river in North America might be 
winding through a long and tedious bureaucratic 
process. 

Tourism is a growing sector of our economy, and 
we are seeing the road traffic in my home 

community of Fort Providence. We would like to 
take advantage of this potential. We would like to 
see a better tourism experience for people who 
come this way. This begins with roadside 
attractions that slow people down a little and 
encourage them to look around. 

I fear that our government forgets these local 
attractions, distracted as it has been by huge 
projects and combining departments. 

I realize that even a project as modest as a sign for 
the Mackenzie River takes time to plan, but getting 
it done within the life of this 18

th
 Assembly seemed 

like an attainable goal. Later, I will ask the Minister 
of Infrastructure to signpost the way forward on this 
project. Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members' statements. 

Member for Kam Lake.  

MEMBER'S STATEMENT ON 
JUNIOR KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM  

MR. TESTART: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 

Speaker, it has been brought to my attention by 
several constituents that the implementation of 
junior kindergarten has left more than a few gaps.  

These concerns were brought to me by parents and 
northern teachers who are concerned with the 
implications of several of the shortfalls of the junior 
kindergarten program. Currently, there is still no 
provision for signing-in and signing-out of children. 
So far, we have been lucky, but I am curious as to 
why, when I pick my own son up from his privately 
run after-school program, I must sign him out, while 
there is no provision for this in government-
mandated junior kindergarten. 

It has also been brought to my attention that there 
is only "recommended" health screening for 
students entering into JK. Mr. Speaker, I'm sure this 
is on the minds of many parents in recent days, due 
to the confirmed case of the measles here in the 
NWT. I am alarmed, as are many, that health 
screening, that is to say testing on hearing, vision 
and immunizations, are not required prior to entry 
into the junior kindergarten program. This could put 
our children, our families, and our communities at 
great risk of the possibility of outbreak. 

Mr. Speaker, adult to child ratios are high under the 
Day Care Act. Yes, this was done to minimize the 
increased costs of implementing the JK program, 
but where once there was a ratio of either 1:8 or 
1:9, there is now an allowance of a ratio of 1:25. 
This has left staff stretched too thin. Bathroom 
breaks, recess, fire drills, evacuations, all of these 
test the limits of teaching staff's focus. Under the 
current process, there are gaps in the supervision 
of children. This often requires that administrative 
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staff fill these gaps should a child need to go to the 
bathroom while the rest of the students are suiting 
up or dressing down for recess, let alone if one of 
the children has an accident. If all goes to plan and 
no child needs to use the bathroom or there are no 
other complicating factors, getting ready to go 
outside for recess can be a 30-40 minute 
endeavour. 

The implementation of junior kindergarten received 
a lot of attention earlier in this Assembly. Though 
we have moved to other pressing matters, it is clear 
that this area continues to demand our attention as 
these problems must be resolved to ensure the 
future success of students and teachers alike. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I will have questions for 
the Minister later today.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members' statements. 

Member for Nunakput.  

MEMBER'S STATEMENT ON 
ELDERS' HEALTHCARE 

MR. NAKIMAYAK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 

Speaker, today I wanted to raise a few issues 
affecting elders' healthcare that have been brought 
to my attention by Nunakput residents. 

The people of Nunakput are concerned that elders' 
healthcare in the region is not all it could be or even 
all it should be. In some cases, language is a 
barrier, and the lack of available translators makes 
it even harder, Mr. Speaker. In others, there are 
issues with homecare workers. Some Nunakput 
communities have no homecare workers, thanks to 
the cuts in the past that affected those positions. 
Elders are concerned that, without homecare 
workers, there is no one available to help them on a 
daily basis, especially elders who live alone. Mr. 
Speaker, the aging in place initiative leaves out the 
elders who live in the smaller communities across 
the territory, mind you, ones that are most isolated.  

Mr. Speaker, we also have social workers, but they 
are taking on a lot of work, often including travel to 
multiple communities. This means that visits are far 
too often and far too brief. More generally, 
constituents have also told me that they are 
troubled by the lack of engagement from the health 
centres. Many are given Tylenol and sent home.  

Mr. Speaker, we know that our population is aging 
and that it has consequences for all kinds of 
government planning. The Department of Health 
and Social Services has done a lot of work in 
assessing long-term care and needs, and the 
Housing Corporation is figuring out the kinds of 
supports, services, and infrastructure our elders will 
need to age in place in their home communities.  

Mr. Speaker, this is not just a matter of support for 
elders; it is a matter of cultural safety. The 
government's duty is to provide culturally safe, 
culturally appropriate care to Indigenous people, 
particularly vulnerable populations like our elders. 
This applies to the full spectrum of healthcare, from 
check-ups at the health centre to routine 
procedures like cancer screenings to emergency 
care and where it is needed most.  

Mr. Speaker, we need to take care of our elders, 
and when we plan, we need to incorporate local 
perspectives from our small communities. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members' statements. Item 4, 

returns to oral questions. Item 5, recognition of 
visitors in the gallery. Minister of Education, Culture 
and Employment.  

Recognition of Visitors in the Gallery  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. I want to recognize our NWT Language 
Board members who decided to join us today. I am 
really glad to see you up there. We have Tammy 
Steinwand-Deschambeault, who is the chair. 
Excuse me if I get the names wrong. Jonas Landry, 
Emily Kudlak, Vance Sanderson, the vice-chair, 
Angie Lantz, Bella T'seleie, Betty Elias, Eleanor 
Mitchell-Firth, Linda Bussey, and Dr. Angela James 
is with them today. Welcome to everyone. It is 
important work you do. I am looking forward to 
meeting you this week.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Recognition of visitors in the 

gallery. Member for Yellowknife North.  

MR. VANTHUYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Today, from William McDonald School, we have 
two Pages from the riding of Yellowknife North. I 
would like to recognize and welcome Kaatje Fulford 
and Teresa Martin. Thank you to all the Pages for 
the great work they do on our behalf. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Recognition of 

visitors in the gallery. Member for Thebacha.  

HON. LOUIS SEBERT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 

would like to recognize Vance Sanderson from 
Thebacha.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Recognition of visitors in the 

gallery. Member for Deh Cho.  

MR. NADLI: Mahsi, Mr. Speaker. I would like to 

recognize Jonas Landry, a constituent. A friend and 
relative, Jonas serves on the Northwest Territories 
Language Board for the Deh Cho, and also he is 
from Fort Providence. Mahsi.  
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DEPUTY SPEAKER: Recognition of visitors in the 

gallery. Member for Nunakput.  

MR. NAKIMAYAK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 

would like to recognize a couple of constituents, 
Ms. Betty Elias from Tuktoyaktuk and my cousin 
Emily Kudlak from Ulukhaktok. Mr. Speaker, I 
spoke earlier a couple of times about language and 
how important it is. It is good to see that we have 
strong representatives from Nunakput. I would like 
to welcome both guests and everybody else. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Recognition of visitors in the 

gallery. Honourable Premier.  

HON. BOB MCLEOD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 

am pleased to recognize some guests in the 
Chamber, Mr. and Mrs. Ray Prince. Ray is a long-
term colleague from a previous government, and 
they are here visiting family here. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Recognition of visitors in the 

gallery. Member for Mackenzie Delta.  

MR. BLAKE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like 

to recognize one of my constituents, Eleanor 
Mitchell Firth, who does a lot of work with the 
Gwich'in language, and also a lot of great arts and 
crafts. She does a lot of good sewing. I actually 
have to get a pair of slippers one of these days, but 
I would like to recognize her. Thank you very much, 
Mr. Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Recognition of visitors in the 

gallery. Member for Sahtu.  

MR. MCNEELY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would 

like to recognize our young Page here from Deline, 
Taylor Schear. This is her first trial. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Recognition of visitors in the 

gallery. Member for Yellowknife Centre.  

MS. GREEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like 

to welcome my constituent Linda Bussey who is 
continuing her public service, this time on the 
languages board. Merci beaucoup, Linda.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Recognition of visitors in the 

gallery. We would like to thank everyone who joined 
us today in the gallery. If we forgot anyone, we 
apologize. I also want to say welcome to everyone 
watching on the Internet and on satellite, in the 
Northwest Territories and around the world. 
Welcome. Recognition of visitors in the gallery. Item 
6, acknowledgments. Item 7, oral questions. 
Member for Nunakput.  

Oral Questions  

QUESTION 604-18(3): 
ELDERS' HEALTHCARE 

MR. NAKIMAYAK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Earlier, I spoke about elders' healthcare. My 
questions are for the Minister of Health and Social 
Services. Mr. Speaker, the Department of Health 
and Social Services is waiting for the results of a 
homecare review to help them decide how to 
allocate future resources. My question is: what is 
the status of this work, and when will the 
department be ready to act on the findings? Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister of Health and Social 

Services.  

HON. GLEN ABERNETHY: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. As a government, our mandate is to 
support the elders to live in their own houses for as 
long as possible while ensuring that adequate 
supports are available for those who can no longer 
live within their own homes. We have taken a 
number of actions to meet that mandate, which are 
within the Continuing Care Services Action Plan, 
which has already been released. We will be 
compiling the home and community care review. 
That is currently under way.  

The purpose of that review is to document existing 
home and community care resources, programs, 
and services offered by each region and community 
to identify any gaps that may exist, future 
requirements, and, obviously, opportunities for 
improvement. This will ensure that the services are 
available, that they are accessible, and that they 
are effective in meeting the nursing care needs and 
support needs of elders to stay in their 
communities.  

Mr. Speaker, we also hope that this will help identify 
program options that better match the needs for 
elders and seniors with funding available through 
the GNWT. The interim report will be available on 
March 31, 201,9 with the final report, we hope, out 
in May of 2019. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. NAKIMAYAK: It is good to hear that from the 

Minister. The needs specifically for communities 
seem different in different regions. The department 
has been trying to improve homecare service for a 
couple of years now, including $2.5 million in the 
2017-2018 budget. Can the Minister tell us whether 
all these findings were used and how they were 
used?  

HON. GLEN ABERNETHY: Significant new funding 

has been available to homecare beginning in 2017-
2018. $2.5 million annually was included as an 
investment within the Government of the Northwest 
Territories. We also have $7.4 million for homecare 
over a 10-year period that we got from the federal 
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government. This new funding is helping health and 
social services system enhance home and 
community care programs and services for clients 
across the Northwest Territories. Some of the ways 
that we have been able to do that is the 
establishment of 14 new homecare positions, as 
well as training for them, equipment, supplies, and 
other things that would have been available across 
the authorities. We have also created five new 
positions at the department to support the work that 
we have identified in the Continuing Care Services 
Action Plan.  

Having said that, Mr. Speaker, we recognize that, in 
the past two years, we have the challenge to spend 
the $2.5 million investment from the Government of 
the Northwest Territories. Much of it has been due 
to the fact that funding, which was needed and 
appreciated, thanks to the Members for 
championing it, was not necessarily expected. It 
has taken the system a little bit longer than we had 
hoped to put the programs and services in place. It 
took longer to fill and create those 14 positions than 
anticipated.  

In 2017-2018, the first year we got the money, we 
did lapse around $900,000. In the 2018-2019 year, 
we have probably around $500,000 that has been 
lapsed. I do need to make it clear, Mr. Speaker, and 
it is important to note, the defunding reallocation or 
this lapse does not and has not resulted in the 
reduction of any services in homecare. These were 
new dollars, and we have spent most of them.  

MR. NAKIMAYAK: I appreciate the response from 

the Minister. Mr. Speaker, from the way it sounds, it 
sounds like government-administered programs 
that span across the 33 communities of the territory 
seem to run quite successfully, and I think the 
homecare workers is one of those ones in the 
making to refine to become more specifically to 
help elders. Mr. Speaker, the department has also 
done some great work on cultural safety, including 
a new action plan. How does that action plan speak 
to the need for health centre staff to engage with 
the communities, including language translation 
services?  

HON. GLEN ABERNETHY: I am pleased to inform 

the Member that tomorrow I'll be tabling "Caring For 
Our People: Cultural Safety Action Plan 2018-
2020." Tomorrow I will also be hosting a public 
launch here in the Assembly at 11:00 a.m., and I 
hope that all Members are able to attend.  

Regarding the Member's concerns about cultural 
safety for Indigenous residents and elders, work is 
already under way. First, I'd like to highlight the 
2018-2020 Inuinnaqtun pilot program at the Enegak 
Health and Social Services Centre in Ulukhaktok 
funded by the department. The pilot project will 
support the language needs of the Inuinnaqtun 

speakers receiving health and social services care 
in the community, as well as those on medical 
travel, so we're trying to make progress in that area.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 

Nunakput. 

MR. NAKIMAYAK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 

thanks to the Minister for the invitation, as well. Mr. 
Speaker, pilots like that such the Minister spoke of 
could become something very useful across the 
territory, with the technology we have today. I have 
one more question about cultural safety, and the 
question is: how does the department's new action 
plan speak to regular engagement between the 
department and communities on new healthcare 
policies and initiatives? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

HON. GLEN ABERNETHY: I, like Members in this 

House, have heard time and time again that the 
NWT health and social services system is not safe 
for Indigenous residents, nor does it account for 
Indigenous culture or healing needs. That is why, 
for the past 16 months, staff at the department have 
worked with Indigenous Northerners to hear their 
experiences, concerns, and aspirations for the 
NWT health and social services system. This 
included meeting with regional wellness councils, 
including the Beaufort-Delta, where council 
members had the opportunity to voice their 
community concerns about the health and 
wellbeing of their residents and the delivery of 
those services. 

What we heard clearly echoed some of your 
constituents' concerns that Indigenous residents 
experience language barriers, that meaningful 
discussion with staff and healthcare systems can 
be and often is a challenge. We are releasing the 
cultural safety action plan tomorrow, and I'll be 
providing more details on that tomorrow, so there 
will be an opportunity to hear about some more of 
the things we're doing then. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 

Kam Lake. 

QUESTION 605-18(3): 
JUNIOR KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM 

MR. TESTART: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'd like to 

ask the Minister of Education, Culture and 
Employment what assessment, if any, has been 
done on the operations of the junior kindergarten 
program? Thank you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister of Education, Culture 

and Employment. 

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. The junior kindergarten program was 
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piloted in some communities for a couple of years, 
and then this last year it was implemented across 
the Northwest Territories. There hasn't been a full 
assessment done on the total implementation, but 
we will be looking at it over the summer months, 
once the school year is finished, to find out what 
worked, what didn't work, and what we need to 
improve on. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. TESTART: I mentioned a number of concerns 

in my Member's statement, so I'll go through each 
one of them, but does ECE through the Minister 
currently have a plan to address the medical 
screening, or lack thereof, for children who are 
coming into these programs?  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: I will have to look 

into that. My assumption was that all children who 
access either licensed childcare centres or junior 
kindergarten and school are recommended to have 
up-to-date immunizations, but I will look into that 
and get back to the Member on that. 

MR. TESTART: I can tell the Minister that a 

recommendation and a requirement are different. 
Those are the concerns that have been brought 
forward to me. Further to that, with the teacher to 
children ratio, it seems 1:25 is putting a lot of stress 
on these classrooms and the learning environment 
that these children are supposed to be benefitting 
from. Is the Minister open to re-evaluating that while 
this review takes place in the summer?  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: As one of my 

colleagues said the other day, I will do better than 
that. In fact, they are funded at 1:12, so if they are 
doing 1:25, Mr. Speaker, we have a bit problem. I'm 
going to be looking into that right away, because 
they are funded at 1:12.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 

Kam Lake. 

MR. TESTART: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank 

you to the Minister. I very much appreciate that. If 
the results of this survey confirmed these concerns 
that have been brought forward today, is the 
Minister willing to go that extra distance and commit 
to at least exploring a possibility of adding more 
money into the program to address these 
shortfalls? Thank you. 

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: The schools are 

actually funded for 1:12. They're not funded 1:25, 
they're funded 1:12. I will look into the other things. 
Like I say, we'll do a review at the end of the year. 
I'm not going to be quick to say we'll throw money 
at things if it's not needed. What I am working on 
currently, though, is looking at, because we have a 
curriculum for JK, junior kindergarten, but I'm 
looking at strengthening the curriculum for childcare 
centres, licensed childcare centres, as well. I 

believe in equality and I believe in equity, and so 
we need to make sure that the services for children 
are similar right across. 

One thing I picked out from Member's statement 
today, though, Mr. Speaker, already is we're doing 
a bad job of communication. I've said that a few 
times, in our departments, that we need to work on 
our communication. If the MLAs are thinking that 
we're getting funded for 1:25, I can imagine what 
the general public thinks, so we need to do better 
on our communications. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 

Yellowknife Centre. 

QUESTION 606-18(3): 
CHILD AND YOUTH ADVOCATE 

MS. GREEN: Mahsi, Mr. Speaker. My questions 

are for the Minister of Health and Social Services. 
During his almost eight years in his portfolio, has 
the Minister had any discussions about developing 
an office for child and youth advocacy in the NWT? 
Mahsi. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister of Health and Social 

Services. 

HON. GLEN ABERNETHY: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. In the 16
th
 Legislative Assembly I 

participated on a committee that did a review of the 
implementation and delivery of child and family 
services in the Northwest Territories. With the chair, 
who at the time was the honourable Member for Tu 
Nedhe-Wiilideh, we travelled throughout the 
Northwest Territories. We also travelled to many 
other jurisdictions and we talked to professionals 
about these services. One of the things that came 
up on a regular basis was the child advocate. We 
met with the child advocate in Alberta and we 
talked about the role of an advocate. 

At that time the committee, based on their 
discussions, did not recommend an advocate, but 
rather in recommendation 25 of the report they 
recommended some changes to the legislation that 
would allow a child to have some representation, 
and that could have been a legal professional, 
extended family, a member of the parents' band 
council. There was also a second recommendation, 
recommendation 26, to establish a mechanism to 
ensure that every child's voice is heard and that the 
child understands what is happening to them at 
every level of the child welfare system. Those 
recommendations were accepted and enacted. 
There were changes to the Child and Family 
Services Act that allowed individuals to be there as 
an advocate for them. It wasn't a child advocate as 
the Member is describing, but we also moved 
forward in the Department of Justice and 
established the Office of the Children's Lawyer in 
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2011-2012 to allow for children to be appointed a 
lawyer in certain child protection issues.  

I recognize that a children's lawyer is not a child's 
advocate, but when it comes to a child who has 
access to the legal system, they provide those 
types of services. So it doesn't get every child, as 
the Member is describing, but it certainly touches 
those who are engaged in the court system. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 

MS. GREEN: I appreciate the fulsome answer from 

the Minister. He said that he wants to make sure 
every voice is heard. I am wondering what the 
mechanism for that is without someone in a formal 
advocacy position. 

HON. GLEN ABERNETHY: The Child and Family 

Services Act, after it was amended, actually allows 
for a child and each parent of the child to choose 
and be accompanied by an adult who may assist 
them in the expression of his or her views when 
engaging the courts and when engaging the 
system. It doesn't necessarily allow or support the 
child advocate as the Member is describing, but it 
does allow for advocacy.  

The Office of the Children's Lawyer began serving 
clients in 2011. I understand, once again, that that 
is not a child advocate, but it does provide those 
services once a child has access to the court 
system through Child and Family Services. We are 
doing some of those things. The legislation allows 
us to have other people advocate on their behalf. 

MS. GREEN: Given the two reports from the Office 

of the Auditor General which both feature concerns 
about children not being heard and not being in 
regular contact with authorities, I am wondering if 
the Minister is ready to revisit this discussion about 
having an independent, arms-length agency that is 
an advocate for children and youth? 

HON. GLEN ABERNETHY: These were 

conversations that occurred both in the 16
th
 and the 

17
th

 Legislative Assemblies. At that time, we did not 
move forward with the child's advocate. Neither the 
committee recommended nor the government of 
the day moved forward with it. The child's advocate 
is not a children's lawyer, as I have already 
indicated, but they are more comparable to an 
ombud with a focus or a specialization in children 
and youth.  

If this Assembly were interested in pursuing that, it 
would require legislative changes or legislative 
drafting. It would require budgeting. It would require 
a number of things. We didn't contemplate that in 
the remainder of this Assembly. Instead, we are 
looking at other types of positions that can support 
families and children, like family support workers 
under the Child and Family Services Act and 

Building Stronger Families. We didn't contemplate 
that as a result of discussions in previous 
Assemblies, and we are focusing more on other 
types of positions that could provide those types of 
supports. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 

Yellowknife Centre. 

MS. GREEN: Mahsi, Mr. Speaker. I think it is worth 

revisiting this conversation because of the number 
of things that have changed in the last one or two 
terms since the Minister was a Regular Member 
around having a child and youth advocate. As I 
indicated in my statement, there is considerable 
uptake in both the Yukon and Nunavut in having 
these services available to children. Given that 
interest, how can I, as a Member of the Standing 
Committee on Social Development, move this 
initiative forward so that we can engage in 
conversation with the Minister and his department? 
Mahsi. 

HON. GLEN ABERNETHY: I appreciate the role of 

a child advocate. I did have opportunities to meet 
with child advocates in other jurisdictions and learn 
about the importance of them. I am not saying the 
Northwest Territories will never have a child 
advocate, nor should we never have a child 
advocate. The bottom line is, for the remainder of 
this term, we are already looking at our last O and 
M budget before us. It would take legislative 
drafting. Given the legislative agenda that is in front 
of us, it probably is not something we are going to 
be able to accomplish.  

However, that doesn't mean we can't start looking 
at it. If this is something that committee would like 
us to put some attention on, at least do some 
research around the concept, what it would take, 
we are happy to look at those things. I don't believe 
we are going to be in a position to write legislation, 
pass legislation, or get it funded within the life of 
this government. We are certainly open to input 
from committee. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 

Frame Lake. 

QUESTION 607-18(3): 
MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS 

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. My 

questions are for the Premier. Earlier today I raised 
the issue of public concern around the appointment 
of the workers' advisor by the responsible Minister. 
Can the Premier tell us whether he had knowledge 
of the appointment before it was formally made or 
announced? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable Premier. 
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HON. BOB MCLEOD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

No. 

MR. O'REILLY: I want to thank the Premier for that 

quick reply. Presumably, the Premier, as the chair 
of the Executive Council, exercises some oversight 
on ministerial performance and actions, including 
appointments. Can the Premier confirm whether he 
does exercise oversight on ministerial appointments 
and explain how he carries out that responsibility? 

HON. BOB MCLEOD: The appointment the 

Member refers to is a ministerial appointment. The 
position for which the appointment was made is 
consistent with section 107, subsection 3, of the 
Workers' Compensation Act. 

MR. O'REILLY: I want to thank the Premier for 

reciting the famous section 107 of the act. He didn't 
actually answer my question, but I am going to go 
on. In the statement I made, I discussed the 
Cabinet-approved Boards Policy that states, "The 
process for appointments to GNWT boards should 
be timely, consistent, and transparent." Does the 
Premier agree that all ministerial appointments 
should be timely, consistent, and transparent, and 
that the recent workers' advisor appointment met 
those tests? 

HON. BOB MCLEOD: We track board 

appointments. Where Ministers have the 
responsibility for making direct appointments, we 
leave that to the Ministers. I am not in the practice 
of reviewing all decisions in hindsight. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 

Frame Lake. 

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. 

Thanks to the Premier for that, and I agree. Let's 
look forward, now. Lastly, there doesn't appear to 
be any policy or guidance around ministerial 
appointments for positions not on boards. Given the 
public concern around the recent appointment of 
the workers' advisor, can the Premier tell us 
whether he is now prepared to develop and 
implement a policy framework for all ministerial 
appointments? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker. 

HON. BOB MCLEOD: I guess, first of all, we will 

have to determine: this may be the one and only 
ministerial appointment in the Government of the 
Northwest Territories. I guess that would be my first 
step, to determine whether that is the case or not. If 
there is more than one ministerial appointment, 
then we would determine whether there are enough 
ministerial appointments that would warrant to have 
more oversight. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 

Deh Cho. 

QUESTION 608-18(3): 
DEH CHO/MACKENZIE RIVER SIGNAGE 

MR. NADLI: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, 

the community of Fort Providence is very interested 
in the increasing amount of tourism that we are 
seeing in terms of small-community travel. My 
questions are to the Minister of ITI and 
Infrastructure: what actions have been taken in the 
last year toward getting a big sign erected to alert 
travellers that they are approaching the mighty Deh 
Cho? Mahsi. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister of Industry, Tourism 

and Investment. 

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. The Member has brought this to my 
attention today. Upon follow-up, the short answer 
is: none. The ITI staff has met regularly with the tri-
council organization in his community. There are a 
number of discussions that have taken place there. 
Upon further follow-up, we have not had any 
discussions on what we talked about in the House. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. NADLI: What are the steps to getting a sign 

placed along the highway? 

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: To get a sign along 

the side of the highway, that is through the 
Department of Infrastructure. There are both 
guidelines and a formal process that is in place to 
approve all sign applications for signage along our 
highway network in the Northwest Territories. Signs 
need to meet a technical requirement. Any person 
or organization who wants to put up a sign must 
apply through an application process. 

MR. NADLI: The Minister has agreed that a big 

Deh Cho sign in the roadside park is a good idea. I 
am thinking that it is the government's job to initiate 
projects like this on the road system. Will the 
Minister confirm that he will get this job done?  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: As I have said in 

previous questions from the Member and the 
House, I think that this is a great idea. On the 
second part of the question, I don't know if we need 
to be the initiator of it. I am going to talk to my 
superintendent in the region about having a 
conversation with the local community groups that 
need to be involved, but I think that this needs to be 
pushed as well from the local group, and maybe 
with some input from our MLA from the riding, to 
get some input from him, as well. I think that this 
needs to be collaborative approach, not just a one-
sided approach, but we certainly need to work 
together on this. I know that I made a commitment 
in this House to have this discussion with his 
community, and we will do that.  
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DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 

Deh Cho.  

MR. NADLI: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have 

reached out to talk to Members of the Deh Gah 
Bridge Society and DIGAA Enterprises, and they 
are willing and very interested in making this a 
possible reality. When will the Minister instruct the 
Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment to 
develop a program for this sign project and seek 
input on the content from local governments? 
Mahsi.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: As I said, I will get our 

superintendent to go in there to have a discussion 
with the tri-council group in the community. I know 
that there has been a lot of conversation with that 
group, particularly around the old landing site for 
the ferry landing, about turning that into a park, 
which would be a long-term project that we are 
trying to work on and have discussions with them. I 
know that there needs to be some restoration work, 
if I remember from my briefing with DFO on that, 
but I will be sure that our superintendent, when we 
goes there and meets with the tri-council again, 
initiates the conversation about this signage project 
along the highway. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 

Nahendeh.  

QUESTION 609-18(3): 
WORKERS' SAFETY AND COMPENSATION 

COMMISSION FEES 

MR. THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have 

been approached by a number of businesspeople 
asking why their WSCC rates are going up. 
Unfortunately, I cannot answer their questions with 
certainty. Therefore, I have some questions for the 
Minister responsible for WSCC. Can the Minister 
explain why the rates are going up annually? Is this 
due to increased costs for administration of 
programs, a need for more staff, or is this cost 
related to injured workers? Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister responsible for the 

Workers' Safety and Compensation Commission.  

HON. ALFRED MOSES: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The mandate and the work that the WSCC does is 
to continue to promote workplace health and safety, 
as all Members know, and I think all Members can 
attest to and support the work that we do within 
WSCC. The increase in 2019 provisional rates, 
which is the rate used in deriving detailed employer 
rates, is attributed to the increased cost, as all 
Members would be aware, of the treatment and 
care of our injured workers, and we will continue to 
provide those services and work with our 
employees, as I mentioned, focusing on promoting 

workplace health and safety. The increase is 
attributed to the increased costs for the treatment 
and care of injured workers across the Northwest 
Territories. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. THOMPSON: It is my understanding that the 

Government of the Northwest Territories pays 88 
cents per $100 on their payroll. It seems to be very 
low, especially when we look at departments such 
as Infrastructure, Health and Social Services, and 
Justice, in other words, Corrections. Can the 
Minister confirm that the departments are broken 
down into their own industry codes, or is the GNWT 
as a whole classified as one code?  

HON. ALFRED MOSES: As the government, the 

GNWT has one employer for all of our workers and 
people who do work on our behalf. It is classified 
under a single industry code, that code being class 
81. Being an employer, GNWT as one employer, 
we are just focusing on that class 81.  

MR. THOMPSON: That gives me a bit of a 

concern, when we have such a variety of people 
working for the Government of the Northwest 
Territories. If we did break down each department 
into their own code, similar to what we do with 
businesses, would we see businesses rates go 
down?  

HON. ALFRED MOSES: The employer base 

across the territory funds the system for anyone 
who needs treatment or care under our class 81. 
Changing the allocation of how that system works 
would obviously, for one thing, probably have a lot 
of administrative work that would need to go into 
that. If the Member is asking specifically on each 
department, some probably would go up. Some 
would probably go down.  

As you know, we have employees who do different 
types of work, and it would really be based on each 
department. Some would probably go up; some 
would go down. That is why, with the GNWT being 
the sole employer, we follow the industry code, 
being class 81.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 

Nahendeh.  

MR. THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again, 

thank you very much to the Minister for giving 
information and clarity to some of these questions. I 
still have some concerns, though. I can't see our 
rates going down too low for our secretaries and 
that, but with hospitals and corrections, I could see 
it going up. My last question, Mr. Speaker, is: is my 
understanding that the Minister's role is to ensure 
that everybody pays their own fair share, including 
the GNWT? Can the Minister explain what his role 
is with WSCC? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
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HON. ALFRED MOSES: The Minister has an 

arm's-length role working with the WSCC. As I 
mentioned, and as he said in his recent comments, 
with each department, and he mentioned a couple 
in terms of Justice, Corrections, Health and Social 
Services, compared to, you know, administration, 
the costs would be up and down. My role, like I 
said, is at arm's length, but we also have a 
governance council that does oversee the conduct 
of business and management of the WSCC. That is 
my current role, at an arm's length, but also working 
with the governance council to make sure that 
workplace health and safety for our employees is 
administered. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 

Yellowknife North.  

QUESTION 610-18(3): 
INDIGENOUS EQUITY IN MINERALS INDUSTRY 

MR. VANTHUYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In my 

Member's statement today I was talking about 
Indigenous ownership of mining and resource 
development projects. My questions are for the 
Minister of Industry, Tourism and Investment. In 
recent years, we have seen positive partnerships 
between Indigenous organizations, and the 
diamond mines in particular. They have provided a 
number of services to the diamond mines, but now 
the talk is about actually starting to hold some 
equity ownership in potential projects. I would like 
to ask the Minister: can the Minister speak about 
how the government can help encourage 
Indigenous partnership at a high level in resource 
projects? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister of Industry, Tourism 

and Investment.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. Our role would be as partners and 
supporters of Indigenous governments to do this. 
We are very interested in working closely with 
Indigenous governments and their development 
corporations, our federal partners, the federal 
government, to achieve the shared goals of 
economic empowerment, for sure. It is a 
conversation that has already started rolling out. 
We had an economic summit in Inuvik last fall. The 
Premier had one. Myself and the Minister of 
Finance were there. We are committed to 
continuing these types of conversations. I think the 
summit was a good starting point to have these 
discussions, and we are very interested in helping 
Indigenous governments who want to go down this 
road to be able to participate in this manner. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. VANTHUYNE: Thank you to the Minister for 

that reply. That is good information to start to get an 
understanding and a handle on sort of the direction 

that we are going and some of the first steps that 
could be understood from a number of interested 
parties. I would like to maybe expand upon that a 
little bit and just ask the Minister: many Indigenous 
companies, as I have mentioned, provide services 
to the mines. What ways can the government 
support them as they prepare to take next steps 
towards equity ownership?  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: I will give you a few 

examples of what we are doing already. As many 
people in this House know, we have our regional 
mineral development strategies that we are working 
with the regions on this, developing them, for those 
who want to participate in that manner. We are 
doing two, I think, in this budget cycle again. Our 
government is already bringing Indigenous 
governments into the fold as we reach out to the 
investors of the Global Resource Conference. That 
is another good example, but we also have funding 
available from our government to support capacity-
building in these areas. We believe that these have 
proven out to be effective to help the Indigenous 
governments that want to participate.  

MR. VANTHUYNE: Thank you to the Minister for 

his reply. This is good information. I would like to 
take it another step further and ask the Minister if 
the government is working on any kinds of 
strategies at all in terms of what strategies can the 
government use to encourage to possibly even 
incubate communications and partnerships 
between Indigenous companies and the resource 
industry?  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: As I said, we have our 

regional strategies. Those are good over the long 
term, I think, to help the Indigenous governments 
on where they want to go on this. Our own mineral 
development and petroleum strategies lay out 
concrete actions to support Indigenous 
governments. They are clearly laid out in that. 
Ultimately, it really comes down to engagement. It 
is something that we have proven that we are very 
good at encouraging. We have seen that at Round 
Up already, the last two times that we have been 
down there. We have a defined structure that is 
already in place with the public and Indigenous 
governments and industry to work together, and we 
will continue to work on that. That is a solid 
foundation that puts us head and shoulders above 
the rest of the country, I believe. With our 
competitors around resource development, we will 
continue to encourage that and work with the 
Indigenous governments that want to pursue this.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 

Yellowknife North.  

MR. VANTHUYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank 

you to the Minister for his rely. This all seems to be 
very positive information. In the past, we have set 
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some degree of precedent in this regard. This is not 
new to the Northwest Territories. Many will recall 
that the Mackenzie Valley pipeline was also one 
third Indigenous-owned, and so I would just like to 
ask the Minister: how can this government continue 
to work toward developing these types of 
Indigenous equity partnerships in the future? Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: I think we have clearly 

laid out that we know, to encourage development in 
the Northwest Territories, that we have to work with 
all our partners and all our residents across the 
Northwest Territories in collaboration. I think, with 
just a quick thought in my head when we are talking 
about this, it goes back to the announcement we 
just made with the federal government around the 
Taltson project. It is quite clear that this government 
is focused on bringing Indigenous governments into 
the fold on how we want these projects to move 
forward. This gives you a very good example of 
how it laid out the financial support that is going to 
be laid there to see how they want to be able to 
participate in these things going forward.  

Darrell Beaulieu and his group have had a couple 
of economic symposiums. There were some great 
speakers who also took place there. You know the 
First Nation Major Project Coalition was there. Dr. 
Ken Coltson talked about how these projects, right 
across the country, how Indigenous governments 
can be able to participate and how they could help 
support all the Indigenous governments together on 
how they can figure out how to do this.  

Equity is a big challenge on some of these things, 
but there are a number of things going on on a 
number of fronts on trying to figure out Indigenous 
participation and resource development can take 
place in this country. We will certainly keep our ear 
to the ground and figure out we can do this for the 
groups that want to do it. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 

Tu Nedhe-Wiilideh.  

QUESTION 611-18(3): 
REDUCING THE COST OF LIVING 

MR. BEAULIEU: Marsi cho, Mr. Speaker. In my 

Member's statement I talked about the cost of living 
mandate. I have questions for the Premier. I would 
like to ask the Premier if he agrees that retrofitting 
homes for energy efficiency would reduce the cost 
of living for people. Thank you.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable Premier.  

HON. BOB MCLEOD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Certainly, I agree with the Member's statement. The 
Government of the Northwest Territories released 
its 2030 Energy Strategy in 2018, and that will help 

address the cost of living by increasing support for 
energy efficiency and conservation, including a goal 
of increasing residential energy efficiency by 15 
percent. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. BEAULIEU: Another item for cost of living, 

according to me, anyway, is affordable daycare. 
Does the Premier support all efforts of creating 
affordable daycare?  

HON. BOB MCLEOD: Affordable childcare is 

important for families. I support responsible policy 
and program development that supports the 
Government of the Northwest Territories' mandate 
item of making childcare available and affordable 
for families.  

MR. BEAULIEU: Staying with daycare, can the 

Premier tell the House what progress has been 
made from the beginning of this government until 
now on moving toward affordable daycare?  

HON. BOB MCLEOD: I think our government has 

done a lot in this area, especially with junior 
kindergarten. I think it has certainly made it a lot 
better for a lot of families, and other initiatives that 
have been undertaken by this government. We all 
recognize that, with daycare, more people can work 
and also make it easier for the family. Also, we are 
increasing training for licensees that provide 
daycare as well.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 

Tu Nedhe-Wiilideh.  

MR. BEAULIEU: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Affordable daycare would give an opportunity for 
people to find work, and there are not many jobs in 
the small communities. Does the Premier agree 
that job creation should be one of the GNWT's 
highest priorities in reducing poverty? Thank you.  

HON. BOB MCLEOD: In all the speeches that I 

make, job creation is a number one priority. I think 
that we have been saying that for many years. 
Some people have said that creating jobs is the 
best social program going. I also say that we ask 
our children to stay in school and complete their 
education. As a government, we have to keep our 
end of the bargain so that, when they graduate, 
there are good jobs and good business 
opportunities for them. Recently, we have had 
some concerns with our NWT economy. I think that 
job creation has to be our top priority and that we 
have to keep focusing on creating jobs and 
opportunities. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 

Yellowknife Centre.  

QUESTION 612-18(3): 
YELLOWKNIFE ADULT DAY PROGRAMMING 
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MS. GREEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My 

questions are for the Minister of Health and Social 
Services. We spoke earlier in this sitting about the 
need for an adult day program in Yellowknife, and 
he said that his officials were meeting on February 
21

st
 to discuss this issue and he would be able to 

outline the concrete directions being taken following 
that meeting. Today I am calling on him to do just 
that. Mahsi.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister of Health and Social 

Services.  

HON. GLEN ABERNETHY: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. On February 21
st
, that meeting did take 

place. From this meeting, it is clear that there is a 
shared interest between parties to work together to 
build a model of care that really meets the inclusion 
and care needs of seniors in Yellowknife, while also 
filling some of the service gaps by building on the 
capacity that already exist within the city. There is a 
lot of capacity within the city. I am pleased that the 
meeting resulted in the formation of a steering 
committee to support the development of a 
concrete program development plan. This plan will 
see the authority and the department working to 
identify some social inclusion needs of individual 
seniors and the development of options for program 
enhancement that are required to meet the needs 
of these seniors and their families. Through this 
process, it is expected that we will identify seniors, 
individuals who with some extra support will be able 
to get the supports they need to attend different 
functions, different mechanisms, different events 
around town, and get that social inclusion that 
they're looking for in a safe and reliable way. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 

MS. GREEN: I appreciate the response from the 

Minister. Can the Minister tell us who is going to 
deliver the program to the adults who need it?  

HON. GLEN ABERNETHY: I think it will be a wide 

variety of stakeholders. Some of the events that 
already occur that these individuals can't get to will 
continue, so they will be working to find ways to get 
them to those events. We haven't absolutely 100 
percent articulated who will be the individuals or the 
group who get those people to those events, and 
that's something that we're working on the detail 
with our stakeholders right now. 

MS. GREEN: It sounds like the program is busing 

seniors around to different places in Yellowknife, 
which I find a little confusing. As the Minister 
knows, there are roughly two groups of seniors who 
need this program; people who are frail but 
cognitively intact, and people who are cognitively 
frail but may otherwise be fine. I'm a little unclear 
about not having a central place that is a base for 
providing these services. Is there, in fact, going to 
be that? 

HON. GLEN ABERNETHY: I don't see this as 

being a bus ride. That is not the intent. That's not 
what the Members and I discussed when we met 
late last year. What we're talking about is having an 
opportunity to provide a client-centred approach 
that really builds upon the existing organizational 
strength and moves us away from more of an 
institutional model. There was a lot of discussion 
about not having a model which is a place to plunk 
somebody, take somebody, and get support just 
there, but to find ways to get them engaged in 
community. Find them a way to be supported. It 
doesn't necessarily absolutely mean that we won't 
have a go to location, but some of those things are 
the things that we're looking to finalize and build 
into our model as we go forward. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 

Yellowknife Centre. 

MS. GREEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I apologize 

to the Minister. I'm still a little confused about how 
this is going to work. Previously, the Minister had 
issued two RFPs for a service provider, and there 
was no uptake. It was my understanding that there 
was not a non-profit in Yellowknife that was able to 
deliver this service. I'm still a little confused about 
who is delivering this service, and when this service 
is going to be delivered. 

HON. GLEN ABERNETHY: When I met with the 

Yellowknife MLAs, and then we followed up and 
met with stakeholders, it was clear that there are a 
lot of stakeholders who want to be involved. A lot of 
stakeholders have something they can add to the 
idea of supporting our seniors who are either 
cognitively or physically impaired to engage and 
have socialization, getting to the community. There 
are a number of stakeholders who want to be 
involved. There are lots of opportunities to figure 
out how to get that engagement to occur. What 
we're looking at right now is how to work with those 
partners. The GNWT is clearly going to have a role, 
but we want to have the steering committee to 
actually help us quantify exactly what role each of 
us as parties would play. Recognizing that this has 
taken a long time and recognizing that the 
stakeholders recognize that this is important, they 
will be meeting in March, early March, to start 
putting together those pieces. I will keep the 
Member and all Yellowknife Members up to date on 
that work. I recognize how important it is, and we 
want to get it right. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 

Kam Lake. 

QUESTION 613-18(3): 
WORKERS' SAFETY AND COMPENSATION 

COMMISSION RATE STRUCTURE 
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MR. TESTART: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Following 

up on questions asked by my honourable friend 
from Nahendeh, can the Minister responsible for 
the Workers' Safety and Compensation 
Commission tell us what class and subclasses 
apply to the Government of the Northwest 
Territories toward the WSCC's rate structure? 
Thank you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister responsible for the 

Workers' Safety and Compensation Commission. 

HON. ALFRED MOSES: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 

have to apologize. I didn't hear the end of the 
question there, but I will get the information in terms 
of the classes and subclasses for all Members in 
terms of work that WSCC does. As Members are 
aware, the Workers' Safety and Compensation 
Commission does provide and promote workplace 
health and safety. I think that is foremost what we 
should be focussing on. I can get that information 
about what the Member just asked, and I will get 
that information for him, and the previous Member 
who asked the questions, and provide that 
information to all Members of the Legislative 
Assembly. Thank you. 

MR. TESTART: I think we're well aware of the 

purpose of the commission. The Minister in 
response to the previous questions mentioned the 
GNWT rate which is about 93 cents. I just wonder if 
that applies across the board to all GNWT 
employees, all GNWT departments, regardless of 
the actual work being done? Is there only one rate 
for the Government of the Northwest Territories? 

HON. ALFRED MOSES: In response to the 

previous questions from another Member, we do 
pay about 88 cents per $100. As I mentioned, as an 
employer for the GNWT, one employer for all the 
departments, we are classified under a single 
industry code, that code being class 81. In the 
previous question that the Member asked, we will 
take a look into it, but as I mentioned, it would 
fluctuate if we decided to look at doing different 
departments. As the questions that were asked 
earlier, such departments as Infrastructure, Health 
and Social Services, Justice, when you compare it 
to our administrators and people who work in the 
administration staff, it would be different. It would 
go up for some. It might go down for others. As I 
mentioned, we do follow one single industry code, 
and that is being class 81. 

MR. TESTART: Looking at the industry codes, the 

ferry industry pays $4.74. When the Department of 
Infrastructure is offering their own ferry services, 
they're paying 88 cents, as the Minister says. From 
the prospective of the private sector, that that 
seems to be an unfair rate to be charged. The 
Minister said he'll take a look at it, but can we get 
more than that? Can he actually commit to reaching 

out to the industry and having a real conversation 
with meaningful engagement with stakeholders who 
feel that the rate structure unfairly gives 
government a break when their costs keep going 
up? 

HON. ALFRED MOSES: As I mentioned in 

answering a previous question, why the rates did 
go up in 2019, as a government and as one 
employer, we do and focus on taking care of our 
employees. We want to promote workplace health 
and safety right across the Northwest Territories, 
and people who we do work with. That means that 
we're taking care of the increased costs of 
treatment and care for any of our injured workers, 
and will continue to do that. As a result, we will 
have to make sure that industry and people who we 
work with do comply with WSCC codes and 
standards, as well, so that we know, when they're 
working for us, that they're complying by standards 
and legislation moving forward. We will continue to 
take care of the treatment and costs, but we have 
to make sure that anybody who works under us as 
an employer does follow legislation and our 
standards. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 

Kam Lake. 

MR. TESTART: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The 

Minister seems to be answering questions that 
aren't being asked. Nobody is asking industry not to 
pay these rates. We're talking about the rates, and 
whether or not they can be rebalanced to be fairer, 
given the government's rate. Florists and yarn and 
fabric stores pay $2.50, again, compared to 88 
cents. Will the Minister sit down with industry and 
have a meaningful conversation with them so that 
he can get a better understanding of what their 
concerns are? Quite clearly, he doesn't get it. 
Thank you.  

HON. ALFRED MOSES: As I mentioned earlier, we 

do have a governance council that oversees the 
conduct of business and management of the 
WSCC. I am not sure if the Member heard me say 
that in a response to a question earlier. I can inform 
this governance council, and I am sure they are 
listening, about having these discussions. I also 
mentioned that I am at an arm's length in terms of 
my role as Minister responsible for the WSCC, and 
we will let the governance council know about these 
concerns that the Member has and that some of the 
partners in industry have, that we have had a 
couple of Members bring up today.  

We do take it seriously, obviously. We want to 
make sure that everybody who does work in the 
Northwest Territories has the best interests of 
health and safety of our residents and our 
employees, and we want to make sure that they 
understand our legislation. I will make sure that the 
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governance council does look into this. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 

Tu Nedhe-Wiilideh.  

QUESTION 614-18(3): 
SENIORS' AGING-IN-PLACE RETROFIT 

PROGRAM 

MR. BEAULIEU: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have 

questions for the Minister of Housing on aging in 
place. I would like to ask the Minister if there is a 
plan to expand the program for aging in place 
beyond where it sits now, that is, $10,000. I would 
like to ask the Minister if there is a plan to expand 
that particular program? Thank you.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister responsible for the 

Northwest Territories Housing Corporation.  

HON. ALFRED MOSES: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Yes, we just did a presentation to standing 
committee on the senior planning study. We did 
mention that seniors aging in place was probably 
one of our highest programs that has been applied 
to. On top of that, we are looking at doing a 
northern housing summit, where we are going to be 
able to get this kind of information out to all of our 
leaders, to all of our community members, so that 
that information can be presented to community 
members and/or seniors if they want to apply to the 
program.  

In response to that public hearing that we had last 
week, I had mentioned that we do have to respect 
our seniors and make sure that they have every 
opportunity to live in their own independent units, 
and we will be making sure that we get that 
information out and sharing it with all residents of 
the NWT. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. BEAULIEU: Currently the program has a 

maximum amount of $10,000. My question is more: 
can we increase that amount? Right now, the idea 
of aging in place is to age in place. Right? If you 
don't have the ability to go beyond $10,000, you are 
not going to allow the senior to age in his home, 
and that is the idea. Right now we have situations 
where the budget is maxed, and a person can't 
change their heating system, for example, to 
something more efficient. I would like to ask the 
Minister if there is a plan to increase the limit on the 
program, like the amount that an individual can ge?  

HON. ALFRED MOSES: I know that we have had a 

lot of successful applications with the seniors aging 
in place programs and whatever programs that they 
are able to apply for. I know that there are some 
cases that don't meet that criteria. For this Northern 
Housing Summit that we are going to have, we 
have invited the NWT Seniors' Society, NWT 

Disabilities Society, and we want to hear any other 
concerns that they might have had in that case. I 
can't speak to any case in particular, but I know that 
it has been a concern, and I think that those 
discussions we will have at the Northern Housing 
Summit and come out with some good 
recommendations and where we move from there. 
We try to be as flexible as we can when we are 
working with our residents and our most vulnerable 
residents.  

MR. BEAULIEU: I wonder if the Minister would just 

make a decision on increasing that amount. Right 
now what is happening is individuals are trying to 
get some help, they are trying to age in place, but 
the program is very limited. It does very little to 
support that individual to remain in the home. 
Barrier-free, for example, would probably cost 
$60,000 to $100,000, if that was the extreme, but 
barrier-free could actually allow individuals to age in 
place. I wonder if the Minister could just open the 
program up, make a decision about increasing that 
number of $10,000 to $20,000, $25,000, whatever 
the placeholder number can be at this point, but 
something beyond $10,000. You cannot install a 
wood stove or a furnace in a house for a senior who 
has an aging, inefficient furnace or wood stove for 
$10,000.  

HON. ALFRED MOSES: When we look at these 

applications for housing programs, whether it is for 
seniors or any of our residents, it is on a case-by-
case basis. We do have a lot of programs that we 
can work with our seniors to apply for, and like I 
mentioned, if this is a big concern, we can take a 
look into it after the Northern Housing Summit. We 
want to hear from everybody. We want to hear from 
the communities. We want to hear from the seniors, 
disabilities, and make the decisions from them 
moving on. As I mentioned, we work with all of our 
residents on a case-by-case basis to address the 
need. At this time, I can't make that commitment to 
increase it, but we are pretty flexible in terms of 
how we deal with certain cases, and we will 
continue to do that.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 

Tu Nedhe-Wiilideh.  

MR. BEAULIEU: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. That is 

exactly my issue, the inflexibility of that program. 
The Minister is telling me that they would be 
flexible. Do the people on the ground, the officers, 
when an individual applies for a program, just 
change the program to make sure that the program 
that they do need is what they get? Do the people 
on the ground, officers, have that ability to make 
that change? Thank you.  

HON. ALFRED MOSES: We do base it on criteria, 

and as I have said in this House and in meetings, 
moving material into certain parts of our territory, 
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because some of them are remote, is a concern. 
Also, having contractors available to do the job is 
another concern. There are a lot of things to take 
into consideration. I will sit down and have a 
meeting with my staff to see how we can address 
this, and I am really glad the Member has brought 
this up and brought it to our attention. Obviously, 
we do want to have more seniors aging in place. It 
would be a benefit to them, the culture, traditions, 
and languages.  

Moving forward, I think that we will get more 
feedback, probably, from the Northern Housing 
Summit. As I mentioned, we will be inviting 
Members to attend that. I want to hear from the 
NWT Seniors' Society as well as our leaders in the 
communities on what the priorities are and how we 
address this. I would like to thank the Member for 
bringing this to our attention. Mahsi.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: The time for oral questions 

has expired. Item 8, written questions. Item 9, 
returns to written questions. Item 10, replies to the 
Commissioner's opening address. Item 11, 
petitions. Item 12, reports of standing and special 
committees. Item 13, reports of committees on the 
review of bills. Item 14, tabling of documents. 
Member for Tu Nedhe-Wiilideh.  

Tabling of Documents 

TABLED DOCUMENT 354-18(3): 
LETTER FROM THE COUNCIL OF CANADIANS 
NWT CHAPTER TO MEMBERS OF THE NWT 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY REGARDING 
ENSURING THAT NWT POST-DEVOLUTION 

LEGISLATION RECOGNIZES UNDRIP, DATED 
FEBRUARY 15, 2019 

MR. BEAULIEU: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a 

letter here from the Council of Canadians, NWT 
Chapter. I would like to table it. It is on "Ensuring 
the NWT post devolution legislation recognizes 
UNDRIP." Thank you.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Tabling of documents. Item 

15, notices of motion. Item 16, notices of motion for 
first reading of bills. Minister of Health and Social 
Services.  

Notices of Motion for First Reading of Bills  

BILL 40: 
SMOKING CONTROL AND REDUCTION ACT 

HON. GLEN ABERNETHY: Mr. Speaker, I give 

notice that, on Wednesday, February 27, 2019, I 
will move that Bill 40, Smoking Control and 
Reduction Act, be read for the first time. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Notices of motion for first 

reading of bills. Minister of Health and Social 
Services.  

BILL 41: 
TOBACCO AND VAPOR PRODUCTS CONTROL 

ACT 

HON. GLEN ABERNETHY: Mr. Speaker, I give 

notice that, on Wednesday, February 27, 2019, I 
will move that Bill 41, Tobacco and Vapor Products 
Control Act, be read for the first time. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Notices of motion for first 

reading of bills. Item 17, motions. Item 18, first 
reading of bills. Minister of Environment and Natural 
Resources.  

First Reading of Bills 

BILL 38: 
PROTECTED AREAS ACT 

HON. ROBERT MCLEOD: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the 
honourable Member for Yellowknife South, that Bill 
38, Protected Areas Act, be read for the first time. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: The motion is on the floor 

and non-debatable. All those in favour? All those 
opposed? The motion is carried.  

---Carried  

Bill 38 has had a first reading. First reading of bills. 
Minister of Environment and Natural Resources.  

BILL 39: 
ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS ACT 

HON. ROBERT MCLEOD: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the 
honourable Member for Hay River South, that Bill 
39, Environmental Rights Act, be read for the first 
time. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: The motion is on the floor 

and non-debatable. All those in favour? All those 
opposed? The motion is carried.  

---Carried  

Bill 39 has had a first reading. First reading of bills. 
Item 19, second reading of bills. By the authority 
given to me by motion 7-118(3), I hereby authorize 
the House to sit beyond the daily hour of 
adjournment to consider the business before the 
House. Item 20, consideration in Committee of the 
Whole of bills and other matters with the Member 
for Mackenzie Delta in the chair.  
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Consideration in Committee of the Whole 
of bills and Other Matters 

MR. BLAKE: Good afternoon, committee. I will now 

call Committee of the Whole to order. What is the 
wish of committee? Mr. Beaulieu.  

MR. BEAULIEU: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. 

Chairman, committee would like to consider Tabled 
Document 322-18(3), Main Estimates, 2019-2020, 
with the Department of Infrastructure and Industry, 
Tourism and Investment. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

MR. BLAKE: Thank you, Mr. Beaulieu. Mr. 

Beaulieu.  

MR. BEAULIEU: Sorry, Mr. Chairman. I missed 

one. We would also like to consider Bill 32, 
Naturopathic Professional Statutes Amendment 
Act. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

MR. BLAKE: Thank you, Mr. Beaulieu. We will 

continue after a short recess. Thank you.  

---SHORT RECESS 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Committee, we have 

agreed to consider Bill 32: Naturopathic Profession 
Statutes Amendment Act. I will ask the Minister 
responsible for the Bill to introduce it. Minister 
Abernethy. 

HON. GLEN ABERNETHY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I 

am pleased to introduce Bill 32, the Naturopathic 
Profession Statutes Amendment Act. The 
Legislative Assembly passed the Health and Social 
Services Profession Act to enable the Government 
of the Northwest Territories to regulate numerous 
different professions under one legislative 
framework and later amended the legislation to 
strengthen competency requirements for 
professionals.  

Work has been under way to draft professional 
regulations to bring the Health and Social Services 
Profession Act into force. This includes regulations 
for three groups of professionals; the emergency 
medical service providers, naturopathic 
practitioners, and psychologists. We expect that the 
Health and Social Services Profession Act will 
come into force later this year with the regulation of 
EMS providers, followed by naturopathic 
practitioners, and both will be newly regulated 
professions in the Northwest Territories. 

Some of the Members may recall that naturopathic 
practitioners were added to the list of professions to 
be regulated under the Health and Social Services 
Act in February of 2014. This decisions was 
supported by requests from MLAs, members of the 
profession, and by the 17

th
 Legislative Assembly 

Standing Committee on Social Programs. 
Regulating a profession helps ensure the safety of 

the public, as it establishes rules and requirements 
for how a profession must practise, train, and 
conduct themselves. 

Since naturopathic practitioners are not currently 
regulated in the Northwest Territories, there are 
very few parameters for how the profession can 
practise. Once regulated, naturopathic practitioners 
would be subject to complaints and disciplines 
processes if a patient, a member of the public, 
another professional, or a complaints officer files a 
complaint. 

Prior to bringing these regulations into force, 
consequential amendments must be made to the 
Medical Profession Act, the Pharmacy Act, and the 
Public Health Act. As regulations do not have the 
authority to amend or repeal an existing act, the 
department is putting forward this bill to address the 
consequential amendment required by the new 
Naturopathic Professions Regulations. 

The proposed amendments will:  

 allow persons who are entitled to practise 
under the naturopathic profession regulation to 
use the title of Doctor or the abbreviation "Dr." 
in accordance with the regulation;  

 exclude naturopathic professionals from the 
Medical Professions Act;  

 replace the term "naturopath" with the term 
"naturopathic doctor" in the definition of the 
personal services establishment under the 
Public Health Act; and  

 allow pharmacists to accept a prescription 
issued by a naturopathic practitioner who is 
entitled to prescribe a drug. 

The change to Bill 32 will not come into force until 
the regulations have been finalized and are ready 
to come into force.  

This concludes my opening remarks, and I will be 
pleased to answer any questions that the Members 
may have. Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister. I 

will now turn to the chair of the Standing Committee 
on Social Development, the committee that 
considered the bill, for opening comments. Mr. 
Thompson. 

MR. THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. The 

Standing Committee on Social Development 
concluded its review of Bill 32: Naturopathic 
Profession Statutes Amendment Act on February 
14, 2019, with a public hearing held at the 
Legislative Assembly building.  
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Six members of the public were in attendance at 
the hearing, and committee received submissions 
from Nicole Redvers, a naturopathic doctor. She 
expressed support for this legislation and was 
pleased to see naturopathic established as a 
regulatory profession within the NWT. Committee 
agrees and also supports the bill as outlined by the 
Minister. Individual Members may have additional 
comments or questions as we proceed with 
consideration of this bill. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, chair. 

Minister, would you like to bring witnesses into the 
Chamber? 

HON. GLEN ABERNETHY: I would, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Sergeant-at-Arms, 

please escort the witnesses into the Chamber. 
Minister, please introduce your witnesses. 

HON. GLEN ABERNETHY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

With me today are Christina Brownlee, who is 
legislative counsel, and Gary Toft, the director of 
policy, legislation, and communications with Health 
and Social Services. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you. I will now 

open the floor to general comments on Bill 32. Is 
the committee agreed that there are no further 
general comments? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Agreed. Thank you. 

Committee, can we proceed to a clause-by-clause 
review of the bill? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Agreed. Committee, 

we will now defer the bill number and title until after 
consideration of the clauses. Please turn to page 1 
of the bill. Clause 1? 

---Clauses 1 through 4 inclusive, approved 

Committee, to the bill as a whole, Bill 32? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Does committee 

agree that Bill 32: Naturopathic Profession Statutes 
Amendment Act is now ready for third reading? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Agreed. Thank you, 

committee. Bill 32: Naturopathic Profession 
Statutes Amendment Act is now ready for third 
reading. Does committee agree that this concludes 
our consideration of Bill 32: Naturopathic 
Profession Statutes Amendment Act? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Agreed. Thank you, 

Minister. Our thanks to your witnesses. Sergeant-
at-Arms, please escort the witnesses from the 
Chamber. Thank you, committee. We will now 
proceed to consideration of the main estimates, 
Tabled Document 322-18(3), Main Estimates, 
2019-2020. Does committee agree? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Agreed. Thank you. 

We will consider with the Department of 
Infrastructure. Minister, would you like to bring 
witnesses into the Chamber? Thank you. Sergeant-
at-Arms, please escort the witnesses into the 
Chamber. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you. Minister, 

please introduce your witnesses.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

On my left is director of Corporate Services, Vince 
McCormick, of Infrastructure. On my right is Paul 
Guy, deputy minister of Infrastructure. On my far 
right is Jaylene Robertson, assistant deputy 
minister of Regional Operations. Thank you, Mr. 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Committee, we have agreed to resume 
corporate management, operations expenditure 
summary on page 239. Any questions from 
committee? Mr. Vanthuyne.  

MR. VANTHUYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

When we left off, I think one of the Members was 
starting to talk about some of the concerns that 
committee has raised in the past with regard to the 
centralization of some of our government 
departments. While it is appreciated that we are 
building some efficiencies and ways to be effective 
by doing some amalgamations, the concern lies 
that, over the years, as we have begun to kind of 
centralize human resources finance, procurement, 
and even IT into these centralized government 
departments, the concern is that a number of the 
departments and particular regional offices have 
started to lose the ability to build and maintain the 
relationships that they have had for a long time with 
contractors, consultants, and maybe other 
community partners.  

I would like to ask the department, in particular the 
Minister, because Infrastructure is one of these 
amalgamation departments and they also seem to 
be the big spender, I respect and appreciate that, 
you know, they are tied heavily with the federal 
funding contributions, and that is well appreciated. I 
would like to ask the Minister if the department is 
doing any kind of observation or measuring of what 
the impacts of these recent amalgamations and 
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centralizations are having on some of the regions 
and other departments that this department serves, 
because this is a department that serves other 
departments of the Government of the Northwest 
Territories? Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Vanthuyne. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

I don't think the amalgamation of these two 
departments in particular has affected that. We 
have so many regional people out there who 
interact with the general public and the contractors 
on a general basis, that either it be procurement or 
superintendents who are on the ground that deal 
with contractors on a day-to-day basis. Nothing has 
come to my attention that clearly made this 
amalgamation detrimental to the contracting side of 
things, as far as I am concerned. Thank you, Mr. 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Vanthuyne.  

MR. VANTHUYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I 

appreciate that that is the opinion of the Minister, 
and we have seen some concerns from other 
departments whereby the ability of a department, 
for example, that used to once be able to put out its 
own procurement and be able to hire its own 
workforce, be able to manage its own accounts 
receivables and payables and its own procurement, 
it is now a challenge to do that because we have 
essentially taken are of those abilities and 
centralize them into -- maybe, I guess, the question 
is something that I will reiterate again later when we 
meet with Finance. It might be better suited there. I 
apologize, Mr. Chair. I am going to defer that 
question until a later time with the Department of 
Finance. Thank you. For me right now with the 
activity of corporate management, I have no further 
questions. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Vanthuyne. Would you like to comment, Minister 
Schumann?  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: I guess the one thing I 

would like to add to that is one thing that we did in 
this government, too, is we added a whole new 
region in the Northwest Territories and in the Sahtu, 
which, you know, there was some strong support 
from the Member from the Sahtu region to make 
them their own region. I think, as we are moved 
forward with five strong regions, the regional 
support has just gotten better by doing that, as well. 
That is just an extra comment I wanted to add. 
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Any further questions, committee? If 

not, I will read the page. Infrastructure, corporate 
management, operations expenditure summary, 
2019-2020 Main Estimates, $10,715,000. Does 
committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you. Next, we 

have Infrastructure, programs and services, 
operations expenditure summary from pages 242 to 
246. Any questions? Mr. Testart.  

MR. TESTART: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I note that 

this activity includes procurement shared services. I 
would like to know: what funding is being put in 
place to enhance the department's outreach to 
clients through procurement shared services to 
better understand the GNWT's procurement 
system? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Testart. Mr. Guy.  

MR. GUY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. In this budget, 

there is funding to support a number of outreach 
programs that we do through procurement shared 
services. We deliver workshops for businesses and 
local governments. Over the past year, we had 60 
participants attend these workshops from across 
the territory.  

If I go back, and we are still tabulating information 
for this fiscal year, for 2017-2018, we delivered 18 
workshops to businesses on how to do business 
with the GNWT, which 200 participants attended. 
We do those workshops in the regional centres or 
anywhere there is a request to hold a workshop in 
the Northwest Territories. These things cover things 
on how to bid on GNWT tenders, how to use the 
contract and opportunities website, any changes 
that are made in procurement policies and 
guidelines, and how to fill out forms and follow 
some of the preference programs. We also deliver 
programs and training to our own employees. We 
have held 83 procurement employee training 
workshops in 2017-2018, where over 690 
employees participated.  

A number of these things, we also reached out to 
the construction community and the contractor 
community, and held workshops with the 
construction associations, the engineer 
associations, the consulting engineers, and Arctic 
Association to review the approved capital plan 
once it has been passed, so that vendors and 
contractors have an idea of what the contracting 
opportunities are coming up. Those things are all 
base funded in this budget under procurement 
shared services. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. Guy. 

Mr. Testart.  
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MR. TESTART: If I could just get some information 

clarified: I heard both 60 participants and 200 
participants for the last fiscal year. Which number is 
accurate? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Testart. Mr. Guy.  

MR. GUY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. In 2017-2018, for 

How to Do Business With the GNWT, there were 
approximately 200 participants in 18 workshops. 
Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. Guy. 

Mr. Testart.  

MR. TESTART: I don't know if the department has 

this information on hand, but what, statistically, 
does 200 participants represent? How many clients 
is the GNWT doing business with in a given fiscal 
year? Is 200 close to a majority, or is this just a 
sliver of the overall economic field? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Testart. Mr. Guy.  

MR. GUY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I don't have that 

number. It is a number that we would perhaps be 
able to get by looking to see how many registered 
persons or businesses are on our procurement 
opportunities website. That would one way to find 
that. We could do that, and that would give some 
idea of what the quantum is, but we don't have a 
number of how many particular people participate. 
In any particular organization, there could be a 
number of employees that could be registered or 
participating. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. Guy. 

Mr. Testart.  

MR. TESTART: Thank you. That would be helpful. 

Can the Minister commit to doing that, and further 
include to do more of a qualitative analysis of 
whether or not this procurement outreach is 
working? It is fine to log participants and meetings, 
but those are all output-based metrics. If we don't 
know that 200 participants is statistically important 
to easing understanding of our procurement 
policies within the business community, it is just a 
number. Can the department commit to putting 
more qualitative analysis towards this exercise and 
reporting on it annually, either in business plans or 
some other mechanism that the Minister feels is 
appropriate? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Testart. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

Yes, we can pull something together for the 
Member, but at the same time, I think we can offer 
committee, again, standing committee, we can give 

them a briefing on procured services and what we 
are doing and a little more in-detail discussion can 
take place at that time. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Testart.  

MR. TESTART: Thank you. Apart from this kind of 

standard outreach, what other client-facing 
positions and programs are supported in this 
budget? The Minister is well aware that I and others 
of my honourable colleagues have brought 
numerous procurement issues to his attention, and 
he does not seem to be aware of them before they 
come on the floor of the House. What is the 
department doing to address that? There are a lot 
of concerns out there. They don't seem to be 
reaching the Minister's ears. How is this budget 
improving either a complaint process or some 
client-facing service officer who can listen to these 
concerns and adequately move them up to chain of 
command so that they can get properly addressed? 
Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Testart. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

The Member makes it sound like we are in dire 
straits here in procured shared services, and that is 
clearly not the case. He and I have argued this on 
the floor of the House a number of times. The 
department is working on stuff. We made 
improvements to the RFP evaluation process. We 
do mandatory customer service training and 
fairness advisory training with all of our staff. There 
are a number of things that we continue to work on, 
and we continue to evaluate on procured shared 
services moving forward. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Testart.  

MR. TESTART: Thank you. I wasn't asking a policy 

question, but I appreciate the Minister's comments. 
I think there is more room to go. Are there client-
facing service officers attached to procurement who 
can listen to concerns from the public directly? 
Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Testart. Mr. Guy.  

MR. GUY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. We do have our 

front-line procurement officers that answer the 
phone, answer questions, and deal directly on a 
day-to-day basis with the vendors and the 
contractors when they are participating in a 
procurement process. Those front-line staff are 
available to answer questions and look into or 
address any concerns that the vendors and clients 
have. There are also opportunities through the 
director of procured shared services. He will often 
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field questions from clients or from contractors 
around matters related to procurement.  

On a more formal basis, working with the 
Department of Finance, a vendor complaint process 
was also put in place. Where vendors have issues 
with the procurement process or fairness around a 
particular procurement event, there is a formal 
process where they can bring it forward and get 
their concerns addressed as well.  

There are many opportunities where people can 
raise their concerns in the department around 
issues related to procurement. There are also 
opportunities through the Comptroller General's 
Office in the Department of Finance, who has 
ultimate oversight over procurement policies and 
procedures. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Deputy 

Minister Guy. Mr. Testart.  

MR. TESTART: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Thank you 

for the response. It was very thorough. Where are 
these positions located? Are they all in 
headquarters, or are there also regional front-line 
client service officers? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Testart. Mr. Guy.  

MR. GUY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. We have 

procurement officers in Fort Smith, Hay River, 
Inuvik, and, I believe, Fort Simpson. Thank you, Mr. 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. Guy. 

Mr. Testart.  

MR. TESTART: Noticing the time, I will just be 

quick if you will allow me one more question. A lot 
of the procurement really depends on local 
knowledge, knowing who the vendors are, knowing 
what they offer, and knowing what their issues are. 
Is the department planning on adding additional 
front-line officers in the regions, especially the new 
Sahtu region, the Beaufort-Delta? Is that something 
that the department will consider? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Testart. Mr. Guy.  

MR. GUY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. What we do is we 

look at where the resources are required based on 
the demand, and certainly, in future business plans, 
if we see a need to have additional resources there, 
we would bring forward for the forced-growth 
process to add additional procurement officers in 
some of those other centres where the demand for 
the service is there.  

We have put a lot of work into increasing our online 
presence as well and working with some of the 

procurement software that is being developed with 
the Department of Finance to make it easier for 
people anywhere in the territory to access the 
procurement office and procurement services as 
well. We are looking at increasing our telephone 
support as well. Our regional staff, our regional 
superintendents, also provide a front-line 
opportunity for regional contractors and regional 
businesses to access the department as well. 
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. Guy. 

Next on the list, we have Mr. Nakimayak.  

MR. NAKIMAYAK: Thank you, Mr. Chair. On the 

first line on page 243, on air, marine and safety, 
could the Minister give a little bit of detail on that? 
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Nakimayak. Mr. Guy.  

MR. GUY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. That is the 

division that provides the oversight on our airports 
program, our ferries program, and overall OHS 
safety within the department. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. Guy. 

Mr. Nakimayak.  

MR. NAKIMAYAK: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Thanks 

for that. Four lines down to energy, there seems to 
be an increase from 2017-2018 to 2019-2020. 
Could the Minister give a little bit of information on 
that, please? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Nakimayak. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: The main one there is 

going to be the Low Carbon Economy Leadership 
Fund for $6,746,000. There are a bunch of things 
that are broken down in there that we have shared 
with committee: the Government Greenhouse Gas 
Grant Fund, the Large Scale Commercial and 
Industrial Greenhouse Gas Grant Fund, 
incremental Arctic Energy Alliance funding, and 
Active Forestry Carbon Sequestration, and then 
there is also delivery of Investing in Canada 
Infrastructure plan. That's it. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Nakimayak. 

MR. NAKIMAYAK: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Thanks 

to the Minister for that. Getting back to that, you talk 
about the Arctic Energy Alliance. There's $1.6 
million. I know it's run not by the government, but 
for the government. Mr. Chair, I think a good thing 
for the Minister and his department to look at is 
there are other types of alternative energy. When it 
comes to that, I think the territory, but Canada as a 
whole, is far, far behind. This is not coming from 
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myself. This is coming from some constituents who 
complain that the Arctic Energy Alliance, it's an 
expensive way to hand out efficient light bulbs and 
things like that. Like, I said, that's not coming from 
me. I just might be putting a little bug in the 
Minister's ear to look at that program, and see how 
we could advance that in the territory. Thank you, 
Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Nakimayak. Minister Schumann. 

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

One of the things that we did in the last little bit is 
we did a program review of Arctic Energy Alliance. 
We've updated committee on that to restructure 
that, to see that we -- this is a public facing energy 
efficiency and conservation renewal alternative 
energy program for the residents of the Northwest 
Territories. We wanted to make sure that these new 
programs lined up with the needs of the funding 
that we received, and we've rejigged a good portion 
of it. With the additional funding that we've got, we'll 
be able to expand some of our programs, and I 
believe that some of the stuff that we've reallocated 
money to will put pressure on us in the House here 
because some of these programs are tapped out so 
early. I think it's a good fit now going forward, and 
we've got some stable funding for a number of 
years to help residents of the Northwest Territories 
to be able to access these programs. Thank you, 
Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Nakimayak. 

MR. NAKIMAYAK: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I 

appreciate that. That's a good response. On the 
next line, I know MTS, I gave the Minister a hard 
time last year on MTS, and I know it's not an easy 
undertaking to take over something like that, and it 
takes multiple departments to make it work good, 
and I commend the department for that, actually. I 
see that there's no funding for the next couple of 
years. Coming with that, the cost of fuel has risen 
up in our region. I'm just wondering if the Minister 
can shed some light on that, looking forward into 
2019 and 2020 and the year after? Thank you, Mr. 
Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Nakimayak. Minister Schumann. 

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

The reason there's no line item here is because it 
has a revolving fund now, so now, as most 
Members know, this thing has to run on its own 
merit, which we've been successful in the last 
couple of years.  

To answer the question about what we're going to 
do going forward, we've recently sent a letter to 

committee outlining our services update, what we 
want to do going forward, and lay out some of the 
stuff that we've done in the past calendar year with 
the Marine Transportation Services Initiative. Yes, 
we were challenged this year, as pretty much 
everybody knows. I've been asked a number of 
questions in the House. I've been asked on national 
television about the circumstances around the sea 
ice challenges that we've had.  

To update committee, the letter that we sent there, 
we're looking at a number of things to help make 
the resupply a lot, you know, lesson-learned, I 
guess, from last year. One of the ones we're trying 
to do is move up our schedule a little bit earlier in 
the year to supply the communities. Now, that's 
easy enough said. That's going to be conditional on 
sea ice again. We're working very closely with the 
Canadian Coast Guard to help them with the 
monitoring of ice, and what kind of services they 
can provide us with. Also, the other side of it is the 
fuel supply. Last year, we ran into some conditions 
with the supplier having the fuel supplied in a timely 
manner, and these are things that are subject to 
getting these things to the community earlier than 
later. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Nakimayak. 

MR. NAKIMAYAK: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I 

appreciate that response. Last year was a tough ice 
year, and Transport Canada forecasts 2019 to be 
an even worse year. It's good to hear that the 
Minister is looking at plans to serve the 
communities, and hopefully sooner, if we can. I 
know, during last year's sitting, I asked the Minister 
about plans for Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk, and I'm just 
wondering, I know this is an O and M budget, but 
I'm just looking to see where they are on that 
aspect from a 30,000-foot view. Thank you, Mr. 
Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Nakimayak. Minister Schumann. 

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

We are having a look at Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk 
from an operational perspective of what we can do 
in the long-term to possibly help mitigate some of 
these circumstances that can arise from sea ice 
challenges, or even fuel shortages. One of the 
things I think that we need to have a look at, and 
the department is looking at scoping out, is what 
infrastructure do we have in place in those two 
communities, and what would need to be put in 
there to help mitigate the factor, particularly around 
the resupply of fuel and the storage capacity that 
we have in these two communities. That's part of 
our operational review that MTS is continuing to 
look at. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 
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CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Nakimayak. 

MR. NAKIMAYAK: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I 

appreciate that. Looking at that, talking about fuel, 
fuel services and long-term plans, there's a lot of 
infrastructure up in the North that we don't see as 
civilians. There are radar sites and other types of 
infrastructure that need heating and need fuel for 
transportation. It might be worth something in the 
long run for MTS to think about that, and possibly 
take other contracts rather than just the territory on 
a much bigger, bigger scale as the Arctic opens. I 
just want to hear what the Minister has to say on 
that. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Nakimayak. Minister Schumann. 

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

As I've been questioned in the House last shipping 
season about what we were doing around some of 
this commercial activity that we are doing, MTS is 
going to continue, of course, to contract with 
Imperial Oil to supply and deliver fuel to Norman 
Wells. That's in place, and it is there for a number 
of years going forward.  

We are laying out what our marine charter services 
and support are going to be going forward, and one 
of the things that we are looking at is how can we 
support the federal government with the North 
Warning Fuel Supply program in the Western 
Arctic. Those discussions are ongoing for sure.  

We are going to probably end up going back to 
Prudhoe Bay this year. I think we have some 
interest in delivering some natural gas production 
models up there. We've got to continue to look at 
these sorts of things. A lot of people had the 
confusion last time going around that we are 
looking after industrial customers without looking 
after ourselves first, and that's clearly not the case. 
I've clearly laid that out in our public briefing. One of 
the reasons we want to get these new double-
hulled barges is so we can make fewer trips to 
service the community. Right now, the way it's laid 
out with the barges that we have, we've got to make 
multiple trips to go there. When we get the 
possession of our new double-hulled barges, the 
four of them that the tender just closed on here 
recently that we're evaluating, it's going to help us 
do the seasonal marine resupply program in a 
better manner. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Nakimayak. 

MR. NAKIMAYAK: Thank you, Mr. Chair. That's 

good to hear, actually. Having that little bit of 
infrastructure could probably go a long way to 
serving the coastal communities, and even outside 

the territory, and outside the country. I appreciate 
the hard work that they're doing as a department to 
refine something that was working, but barely 
working by a shoestring. Other than that, I don't 
have really anything else for this section, Mr. Chair. 
Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Nakimayak. Comment noted. Next, we have Mr. 
McNeely. 

MR. MCNEELY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. My question 

is related to pages 244 and 245. I notice quite a 
variety of different programs with budget amounts 
to them. I recall this government in previous 
Assemblies conducted a geothermal potential study 
from the many federal low-emission green funding 
sources. Have there been any discussions with the 
federal government to secure funding for a pilot 
project related to the geothermal? Thank you, Mr. 
Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

McNeely. Minister Schumann. 

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

The short answer is no. A number of years ago, 
there was a proponent that approached the 
Government of the Northwest Territories to do 
something in the NWT, but it didn't turn out to be a 
viable project. With the technology and with the 
depths they had to drill, it wasn't viable at that time, 
but the short answer is no. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. McNeely.  

MR. MCNEELY: Nothing further there, Mr. Chair. 

That was just one that caught my eye that could be 
potential cost-savings for our buildings, as well as 
subsidizing the private sector buildings. Thank you, 
Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

McNeely. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

When you look at our 2030 Energy Strategy, the 
way that we have laid that thing out, we have our 
three-year rolling plan going forward. The reason 
that we have done this is just because of new 
technologies and things changing out there. More 
study and more data is needed to better understand 
the geothermal resources in the Northwest 
Territories. With that being said, this is a 10-year 
plan rolled out by the federal government. There 
may be opportunities to have a look at the 
geothermal situation in the Northwest Territories. 
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Next on our list, we have Mr. 
Thompson.  
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MR. THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. In regard 

to fuel services here, I noticed that, when the 
Minister talked about MTS, there was no budget 
line, but fuel services has a budget line. Isn't fuel 
services a revolving fund, as well? Thank you, Mr. 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Thompson. Mr. McCormick.  

MR. MCCORMICK: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Yes, the 

line for fuel services is related directly to the 
amortization of the GNWT's assets that fuel 
services uses.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

McCormick. Mr. Thompson.  

MR. THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Could the 

Minister explain when our amortization of the tanks 
are going to be up? Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Thompson. Mr. McCormick.  

MR. MCCORMICK: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I don't 

have a complete list of the tank farm assets in front 
of me right now. That equipment amortizes 
anywhere from 15 to 40 years, depending on the 
nature of the equipment. They will slowly drop off 
over a number of years, and as assets are 
upgraded or replaced, new amortization will hit the 
budget line. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

McCormick. Mr. Thompson.  

MR. THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. In regard 

to fuel services, I have noticed that we have had 
problems with MTS, given the High Arctic and that, 
with the smaller communities just recently, i.e., 
Wrigley. Has the cost gone up, or is it just because 
of the delivery costs that we have seen increases in 
fuel in the smaller communities? Thank you, Mr. 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Thompson. Mr. Guy.  

MR. GUY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. There are a 

number of factors that go into the price of fuel. 
There is the actual wholesale cost of the fuel, which 
fluctuates throughout the year depending on when 
we buy it. Diesel fuel, as you will note, in the last 
year has been fairly volatile; it has been up and 
down. Gasoline, even, has had some variation, as 
well. That is one component. The other component 
is the transportation costs for trucking. Trucking 
costs are a factor, and if that goes up or goes 
down, depending on market conditions, that can 
have a factor to play, as well as our community 
contractor costs. All of our fuel is dispensed in the 
communities by private contractors contracted by 

the fuel services division, and in those cases, when 
those contracts come up and are renewed, 
sometimes there is an increase in the costs. That 
can contribute to the fuel costs even though the 
other components of the cost may be the same.  

There are a number of things that go into what 
determines the final price of the fuel, and those 
things vary at different times in the cycle. Thank 
you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. Guy. 

Mr. Thompson.  

MR. THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Is this 

information shared? I know that this is the first I 
have seen about the contracts, but I have seen the 
other explanation as to why the costs go up. Have I 
missed the contracts as part of this? This is the first 
time I have seen it, so I may have missed it. I 
apologize, but is it there? Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Thompson. Mr. Guy.  

MR. GUY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. The community 

dispensing contracts and operating the tank farm 
contracts come up periodically. Every community is 
on a different cycle. They are usually two- or three-
year contracts. We advertise them publicly. We give 
contractors in the community an opportunity to 
participate and respond and submit compliant bids. 
It depends on what the bid price is that comes in of 
the successful proponent, which is then factored 
into the price, and that can trigger a fuel price 
upgrade.  

In some of the communities that are just subject to 
road delivery, we resupply a community, and there 
have a different price in the fuel if the price of 
wholesale fuel goes down or goes up. That can 
trigger a new price as well. We try to test the prices 
as soon as we have a new cost component 
available to input into the pricing. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. Guy. 

Mr. Thompson.  

MR. THOMPSON: Thank you. I appreciate that 

answer from the deputy minister. I know that, in 
Wrigley, we had to get fuel from the north part 
because of our ice conditions. Did that have an 
increase in the cost, or were we able to keep the 
cost where it was until we were able to ship in a 
new supply? Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Thompson. Mr. Guy.  

MR. GUY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I don't believe 

there was any impact on the cost of fuel for Wrigley, 
bringing it down. I believe we brought it from Tulita 
or Fort Good Hope on the winter road. That fuel 
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was procured back in the summer and was 
probably at the same or slightly less of a price than 
the fuel that we had already planned to bring in 
through the normal resupply route. I think it turned 
out to sort of break even when you add the 
transportation cost to the fuel, but we will have to 
confirm that. As far as I know, there were no impact 
on fuel price in Wrigley as a result of that 
movement. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. Guy. 

Mr. Thompson.  

MR. THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I think you 

are correct that it didn't. I just wanted to clarify that. 
The next question I have in regard to fuel supply is 
the quality of it. Is it the same quality across the 
North when we resupply the communities? Is the 
fuel different? I have heard some concerns from 
constituents, who say, "Well, we get the fuel we get. 
It costs us X amount of dollars. We only get X 
amount from our tank." In Fort Simpson, the quality 
of gas seems to be a little bit different. When we go 
down south, you get a quality difference. Can you 
verify that the gas that we provide is all the same? 
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Thompson. Mr. Guy.  

MR. GUY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. The fuel that we 

provide for the petroleum products or through the 
fuel services division is of the same quality and 
standard everywhere in the territory. We have a 
rigorous testing program in place, where we test it 
at various points in the supply chain. During its final 
delivery into the tank farm, into the community, we 
have a regular testing program as well, to make 
sure that it meets the specifications that we 
specified when we purchased it. We do that on an 
ongoing basis as part of our maintenance and 
operating plan for the fuel services division. It 
should be the same quality of fuel in any of our 
tanks anywhere in the territory. Thank you, Mr. 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. Guy. 

Mr. Thompson.  

MR. THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. My next 

question is about MTS. We talked about 
amortization for fuel services, but do we have any 
amortization for MTS and the stuff that we have 
purchased? Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Thompson. Mr. McCormick.  

MR. MCCORMICK: Thank you, Mr. Chair. The 

MTS revolving fund records and discloses its own 
amortization, so there was no appropriated line in 
the budget. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

McCormick. Mr. Thompson.  

MR. THOMPSON: Thank you. I guess I am 

confused. When we have fuel services, we have 
amortization in the budget, and then, when we have 
MTS, we don't have it in there, and both of them are 
revolving funds. Could you explain the rationale for 
the difference in that? Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Thompson. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: I will start it, Mr. Chair, 

and then maybe Vince will want to add something. 
The GNWT owns the tank farm assets. If we were 
to have that inside the revolving fund for fuel 
services, the price of fuel would be unaffordable. It 
wouldn't be attainable, because that would be right 
down through MTS. This way, it is in the 
government assets, and it is written down as a 
government asset versus through the fuel services. 
I think I have got that right, but I will defer it to Mr. 
McCormick here to answer it a little bit better. 
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Committee, please keep the sidebar 
conversations to a minimum. Mr. McCormick.  

MR. MCCORMICK: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Yes, 

Minister Schumann is correct. It is just the way the 
assets are disclosed. They are all GNWT assets, 
but they are not disclosed separately for fuel 
services on their statements. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

McCormick. Mr. Thompson.  

MR. THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair, and I 

thank the Minister and his staff for answering the 
questions. No further questions on this one. Thank 
you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Thompson. Next, we have Mr. Vanthuyne.  

MR. VANTHUYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I will 

go to pages 244 and 245, where we have a number 
of the programs that we contribute to described, in 
particular, the NWT energy efficiency projects. It 
seems as though we contribute about $300,000 to 
this each year. It is where the department works 
with the Power Corporation to integrate residual 
heat, variable-speed generators, and other 
efficiency technologies that could reduce fossil fuel 
consumption.  

The Minister is aware of SSi Energy coming to the 
Standing Committee on Economic Development 
and Environment and putting forward a 
presentation that described some new 
technologies, to some degree a new technology, 
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but, you know, these were technologies that are 
fairly well known and fairly well utilized by other 
means. When you bring them all together, they can 
do wonders in terms of reducing energy 
consumption and fuel usage in communities, so I 
am wondering if the department is taking any 
consideration into either working with corporations 
such as SSi or ATCO or others that could form 
microgrids and/or district energy systems to help 
get some of the thermal communities off of the use 
of really large single heavy-duty generators and get 
down to a system where we can utilize the energy 
and the fuel more efficiently. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Vanthuyne. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

I have met with Mr. Philipp myself a number of 
times. It will be either around his battery initiative 
that he is working on or his proposed idea of 
centralized heat within a community and electricity. 
We have had a number of discussions with him. I 
have asked him to sit down with our director of 
energy and have those conversations to kind of 
dissected a bit. As I have said in the House, when I 
talked to Mr. Philipp, I was a little bit concerned 
about the size of the project and the amount that he 
wanted to chew off at once. Even, I was a little bit 
concerned about the community, that, even though 
he's very passionate about Fort Providence, I was a 
little bit concerned about the size and the layout of 
it and suggested maybe have a look at a little bit 
smaller tighter knit community, where some of 
these things could be done in a more economic 
fashion.  

I like Jeff's concept. I think there is a possibility that 
something can be worked out in a manner that 
could work in one of our smaller communities. We 
will continue to have those discussions with him, 
but when you have a look at what he was trying to 
do all at once, I think it is a bit much. It hasn't been 
quite proven everywhere. He has, in theory, I think, 
and I am not an expert on this, but when you look at 
the multiple generators that he wanted to lay out 
throughout the community and the electricity aspect 
of it, I said, you know, one of the concerns I've got 
going forward and when you look at our energy 
strategy 2030, our three-year rolling plan, I said we 
are going to put a T-line into Fort Providence and 
put them on hydro, so does it clearly make sense to 
have a community that is going to be on the hydro 
system have diesel generation there for electricity? 
Central heat is something that is intriguing, but I 
know the details would have to be worked out 
around that, around cost effectiveness, about the 
length of line, about capturing the amount of BTUs 
from the source point to the building, and what 
would that entail, and the cost factors of that, and 
the layout of the community, as well.  

That being said, as we have said, our energy 
strategy is a three-year rolling plan, and I will 
continue to look at these types of initiatives. We 
have made the commitment. We need to lower 
greenhouse gas emissions in the Northwest 
Territories. It would be around central heat or 
building efficiencies or electrical generation, and we 
will continue to work with these proponents going 
forward. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Vanthuyne.  

MR. VANTHUYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I 

really appreciate that the Minister is well in tune 
with Mr. Philipp's presentation and the concept of 
the microgrid and the district energy system, but 
one of the key pieces of that presentation was the 
idea of just simply getting a community, a large 
community, off of one large generator that runs full 
bore 24/7, 365, and getting it replaced with multiple 
smaller generators. Never mind the other aspects 
of, you know, graphene batteries or heat 
exchangers or what have you, just the idea of 
getting one large massive generator off and putting 
smaller ones in so that you can only have as many 
generators running as you need to cover the load 
that is required at the time, is there some thought 
being given to us putting some idea into future, 
replacement of our big, old, large generators into 
using this smaller multiple-generator system? 
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Vanthuyne. I just caution Members: try not to 
mention any names for future, but we will go on to 
Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

As I have said, you know, I am very interested in 
what Mr. Philipp is doing. Oh, sorry. Thank you, Mr. 
Chair. We are interested in looking with a number 
of proponents who brings these ideas forward with 
us. As I said, our strategy is a three-year rolling 
plan. Things are going to change. These types of 
ideas are out there. There are a number of people 
who have approached us on a number of ideas on 
what we can do in the communities, be it biomass 
or gasification. There have even been 
conversations about mini-nuclear and all these 
sorts of things. We have to be open-minded on 
moving this initiative forward, of lowering 
greenhouse gas emissions. The Premier has 
clearly signed on to the Pan-Canadian Framework 
on Clean Growth and Climate Change with the 
Prime Minister, and we have lined up our strategies 
and our federal funding to try to be able to achieve 
these things, so we have to be very open-minded 
on going forward. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Vanthuyne.  



 
 

Page 5048 NORTHWEST TERRITORIES HANSARD  February 25, 2019 

 

MR. VANTHUYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The 

$300,000 that is identified here seems like it is a 
contribution that we make every year to help the 
Power Corporation in regard to this. Can the 
Minister give us a little bit of a description on what 
is being done this year or what projects we might 
see some improvements, maybe a variable-speed 
generator or some other integrated residual-heat 
system completed with this year with this 
$300,000? Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Vanthuyne. Mr. Guy.  

MR. GUY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. There are a 

number of projects I believe the department is 
working with on the NWT Power Corporation, and I 
think that refers to one of the solar projects in the 
Sahtu. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. Guy. 

Mr. Vanthuyne.  

MR. VANTHUYNE: Okay. That is great to hear. It is 

good to know we are making those kinds of 
investments in renewable alternative energies. No 
further questions in this activity. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Vanthuyne. Any further questions, committee? 
Seeing none, I will call the page. Infrastructure, 
programs and services, operations expenditure 
summary, $31,885,000. Does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Agreed. Thank you. 

Next, we have regional operations, operations 
expenditure summary, from pages 247 to 249. Any 
questions from committee? Mr. Vanthuyne.  

MR. VANTHUYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Since 

Yellowknife is considered the North Slave district, 
let's start by confirming: can the Minister confirm 
that resources are in this budget for the roadside 
turnout at Big Hill Lake? I believe there were going 
to be some resources set aside for some 
predesign, et cetera. Can the Minister confirm that? 
Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Vanthuyne. Minister Schumann. 

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

Presently, we are working with our own forces 
internally with the design on this thing. We are 
working closely with ITI on it, as well. When it 
comes time to build this, we will be coming forward 
with appropriate appropriations to build that. Thank 
you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Vanthuyne. 

MR. VANTHUYNE: I appreciate that. It seems to 

me that there is at least some effort internally being 
put toward that. That is appreciated. What was my 
other aspect that I wanted to raise here on 
regional? I will defer for now, Mr. Chair. Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Vanthuyne. Next on the list, we have Mr. McNeely. 

MR. MCNEELY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. My question 

is related to page 248. I think it might fit well with 
regional management or facilities management. As 
we all know, the opening of the regional health 
centre in Norman Wells took place last year. It is a 
very modern building. Is it standard within the 
department to have some set-aside money on the 
after-care of personnel training to get more and 
more familiar with some of the small problematic 
issues that might arise with the new building and in 
the areas of troubleshooting, for example? Are 
there monies for staff training for these new 
facilities coming on stream? Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

McNeely. Minister Schumann. 

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

To inform the Member, in this budget year, 
particularly around the Norman Wells Health 
Centre, there is $196,000 that is going to be put in 
there for O and M and upgrades and stuff going on 
there with the assets. There are two people who 
are going to be hired in the Sahtu region primarily 
to support the region. There is going to be an 
operating engineer and a plumber being hired on 
staff to dedicate some forces towards the Norman 
Wells Health Centre. Ongoing training is also 
another aspect that will continue as we further 
evolve with our staff on that building. Thank you, 
Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. McNeely. 

MR. MCNEELY: Nothing further, Mr. Chair. Thank 

you. It was brought to my attention, so I am 
satisfied with the reply. Thank you very much. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

McNeely. Next, we have Mr. O'Reilly. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. I have some 

questions about the revolving funds. Is this the 
appropriate place to ask them? 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Mr. Guy. 

MR. GUY: The question was to the chair, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Say again, Mr. 

O'Reilly. 
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MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. I think it is 

actually the next section. When can I ask some 
questions about the revolving funds? 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Mr. O'Reilly, right 

now, we are on page 247 to 249. Then we will do 
the information items. Once we finish this section, 
then you could ask questions on the information 
items. Next, we have Mr. Thompson. 

MR. THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Hopefully, 

this will be really quick. In regard to highway 
operations, I am assuming this include winter roads 
in this section? Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Thompson. Minister Schumann. 

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Yes, it does, Mr. 

Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Thompson. 

MR. THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. In regard 

to the Sambaa K'e winter road, again, it is the 
question about the hills there. Have you identified 
money to help them with two hills for this fiscal 
year, or is it the past fiscal year? Thank you, Mr. 
Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Thompson. Minister Schumann. 

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

I think, when the Member asked me in the House 
about this particular question, I said that we would 
be working with the community on a CAP 
application. They have submitted one, and we are 
working with them to looking at approving to do 
some work on the winter road this year through 
CAP. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Thompson. 

MR. THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. That is 

this fiscal year, or are we talking 2019-2020? Thank 
you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Thompson. Minister Schumann. 

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

That will be this fiscal year. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Any further questions committee? 
Seeing none, I will call the page. Infrastructure, 
regional operations, operation expenditure 
summary, $145,523,000. Does committee agree? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Agreed. Thank you, 

committee. Next, we have information items from 
pages 250 to 261. Mr. O'Reilly. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. Let's start with 

the Petroleum Products Revolving Fund. The deficit 
is sort of jumping all over the place between 2017-
2018 and 2019-2020. Can somebody explain what 
is happening here? Thanks, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Mr. McCormick. 

MR. MCCORMICK: Thank you, Mr. Chair. On this 

information item, the 2017-2018 actuals are the 
only, for lack of a better term, real number on the 
page. The main estimates for 2018-2019 were what 
we estimated at that time. Revised are updated to 
reflect the operations throughout the years. That is 
roughly where we would be this year. The 
accumulated deficit is just the accumulated 
operational surpluses for the year. Basically, they 
are sort of rolling budgets as we go along. We do 
the best we can to estimate them. Then once the 
financial audit financial statements are done, then 
we would update at that time. Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

McCormick. Mr. O'Reilly. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. 2019-2020, it is 

predicted that the accumulated deficit is almost 
going to be $1 million. Is that what I am seeing 
here? Thanks, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Mr. McCormick. 

MR. MCCORMICK: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Yes, that 

is correct. The accumulated deficit represents the 
Petroleum Products Stabilization Fund. Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

McCormick. Mr. O'Reilly. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. The MTS 

expenses that were incurred because of the failure 
to deliver fuel and other supplies to the coastal 
communities, is any of that being charged to the 
Petroleum Products Revolving Fund? Thanks, Mr. 
Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Mr. Guy. 

MR. GUY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Yes, there is. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. Guy. 

Mr. O'Reilly. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. Well, that was 

extremely short. Why? Thanks, Mr. Chair. 
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CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Mr. Guy. 

MR. GUY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. The Petroleum 

Products Revolving Fund covers the cost of 
purchasing, delivering, transporting, and operating 
the fuel distribution system. The cost associated 
with moving the fuel, whether it is by truck, barge, 
or in this case, airplane, was charged to that fund. 
Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. Guy. 

Mr. O'Reilly. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. That is kind of a 

creative way. Look, I don't run these things, but 
when an expense is incurred because of one 
operation and it gets charged to another, is that the 
way we handle this stuff? Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Mr. Guy.  

MR. GUY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. In this case, the 

cost of transporting the fuel is something that will be 
charged inside the Petroleum Products Revolving 
Fund, so that is where that cost was put, along with 
all of the other marine transportation costs. Thank 
you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. Guy. 

Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. Let's turn, then, 

to Marine Transportation Services Revolving Fund. 
It is on 255. The revenues are obviously way down 
from 2018-2019 to 2019-2020. What is happening 
with the revenues? Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Mr. Guy.  

MR. GUY: I am just looking for the number here. In 

2018-2019, forecasted revenues are what you see 
here on the page. Our actual revenues year-to-date 
for 2018-2019 are significantly higher. Thank you, 
Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. Guy. 

Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. That is helpful. I 

can see that. Why is there $40 million in 2018-2019 
and then only predicted to be $12.35 million for 
2019-2020? Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Mr. McCormick.  

MR. MCCORMICK: Thank you, Mr. Chair. As 

Deputy Minister Guy has stated, the revised main 
estimates are tracking where we were at the time 
that these estimates were produced. The 2019-
2020 estimates were based on the business plan 

that we have in place. There was a three-year 
rolling business plan, and that is where those 
numbers came from. That is why they are showing 
less. Basically, that is to show a conservative 
estimate, because some of that business, offshore 
and that, we can't count on year-to-year, so we try 
not to bank on it for the purposes of estimation. 
Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

McCormick. Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. It looks like we 

are still trying to figure out that fund. I am going to 
leave it alone for now, but it is certainly jumping all 
over the place. Let's turn to the Yellowknife Airport 
Revolving Fund on 257. I guess my first question is: 
why is the accumulated surplus for 2019-2020 
predicted to be almost $36 million, which is the 
authorized limit? Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Mr. McCormick.  

MR. MCCORMICK: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Because 

the Yellowknife Airport Revolving Fund is a special 
purpose statement, the accumulated surplus is just 
shown this way for presentation purposes. The 
assets are owned by the GNWT, so the actual 
authorized limit surplus would not include the 
accumulated surplus for the assets that the GNWT 
owns. It is just for presentation purposes on the 
statements. The actual accumulated surplus would 
be approximately $12.5 million, is what we are 
predicting for 2019-2020, and with an accumulated 
real surplus of about $23 million. There would be a 
significant difference between that and the 
authorized limit. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

McCormick. Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. Here is my 

usual statement: if I wasn't confused before, now I 
am. There is some other imaginary surplus that is 
not shown on this page. Can the Minister provide 
this to us? I am looking at what we are supposed to 
be reviewing, but some other figures are being 
presented. Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Ms. Robertson.  

MS. ROBERTSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Just an 

initial comment: Mr. McCormick had mentioned the 
2017-2018 actuals. If you look at the farthest right-
hand column, you will see the $23 million, which 
represents the value of the capital assets. The 
capital assets are actually owned by the GNWT, so 
they are not actually part of the revolving fund, but 
they are just shown for informational purposes 
here. That $23 million is carried forward through the 
years, which is why you see the $35 million of the 
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accumulated surplus at end-of-year in the 
projection of 2019-2020. Now, because those 
assets aren't owned by the revolving fund, the 
actual accumulated surplus is $23 million less than 
that, and it is $12 million. I do understand that it is a 
little bit confusing, how these information pages 
have been laid out, and we will be working with the 
Department of Finance next year to improve how 
these pages are shown within the main estimates to 
make it clearer. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Ms. 

Robertson. Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. Okay. I think I 

understand that a little bit better, and a better 
presentation next year would be helpful. I am 
concerned that there are growing revenues here 
that we don't seem to be spending on the 
Yellowknife Airport. It has grown now by $5 million 
over two years. Why are we not spending this 
money on improvements at the Yellowknife Airport? 
Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

The first problem with this page is that it doesn't 
show the capital expenditures that we are working 
on. That is the first problem with it, but we are doing 
a number of improvements going forward. Trust 
me; we don't want to be sitting on $12 million of 
cash when we need to do a number of projects that 
are going to be happening out there at the 
Yellowknife Airport.  

We have our 20-year master plan, our long-term 
strategic plan, so hopefully we are going to have 
that completed by spring. We will probably be 
sharing that, I suspect, with committee at that time 
as well. We have talked in the House about a 
number of things, about relocating the oversized 
baggage facility to the de-icing facility to runway 
repairs. We had the federal announcement that I 
did here a couple of weeks ago around the lighting 
and the investment that they are going to help with. 
We have got to do our 25 percent with the federal 
government on that thing. The projects that we 
have done lately, like the parking lot and the 
improvements that we have made to the holding 
rooms and these types of things. There are a 
number of projects going forward, and as I said, the 
page doesn't clearly lay out the capital plan going 
forward. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. O'Reilly, your time has expired. If 
you want, I can put you on the list again. Thank 
you. Any further questions from committee on the 
information items? Seeing none, we will now return 
to the departmental summary found at page 231. 

Infrastructure, total department, $264,013,000. 
Does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you. Does 

committee agree that consideration of the 
Department of Infrastructure is concluded?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you. Thank 

you, Minister, and our thanks to your witnesses for 
appearing before us. Sergeant-at-Arms, please 
escort the witnesses from the Chamber. Thank you, 
committee. We will now turn to the next 
department, the Department of Industry, Tourism 
and Investment. Minister of Industry, Tourism and 
Investment, would you like to provide comments?  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

Yes, I would. I am pleased to present the 2019-
2020 Main Estimates for Industry, Tourism and 
Investment. Overall, the department's estimates 
propose an increase of $2.9 million or 5 percent 
over the 2018-2019 Main Estimates. 

The estimates include several funding increases to 
support departmental priorities. 

An increase in funding for tourism marketing is 
proposed to help our highest potential renewable-
resource industry continue its growth. Also included 
is additional funding for parks operations to support 
their role in this growth while providing high-quality 
facilities for our residents and visitors. 

Funding to implement the Petroleum Resources 
Strategy, a key element to the Government of 
Northwest Territories' long-term vision and 
approach to energy and climate change, is also 
included in the budget as well as funding to 
continue the Northwest Territories geological 
survey's objective to better understand the geology 
of the Slave Geological Province. 

An additional three positions, including operational 
costs, are included to support our work in 
developing the knowledge economy, effectively 
administering mineral tenure, and further supporting 
our film sector. 

As we plan for the up-and-coming fiscal year, the 
Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment 
remains focused on the mandate priorities set out 
by the 18

th
 Legislative Assembly and continues to 

work to fulfil our commitments. 

One of these commitments is to release a 
Northwest Territories manufacturing strategy, which 
we are set to fulfil during this 18

th
 Legislative 

Assembly. 
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The Department of Industry, Tourism and 
Investment will be investing in the implementation 
of its strategy to revitalize commercial fishing on 
Great Slave Lake. 

We will be pursuing MOUs on economic 
development with Indigenous governments, 
supporting local food production, and training for 
commercial farmers. 

We will continue to implement the Mineral 
Development Strategy, most notably through the 
planned introduction of the Mineral Resources Act 
and the development of supporting regulations. 

In 2019-2020, ITI will also focus on: 

 launching a web-based information portal and 
educational materials for the Resources and 
Energy Development Information initiative; 

 installing renewable energy infrastructure in 
off-grid campgrounds; 

 working with the Department of Lands to 
develop a land-use tenure approach that will 
support the agriculture sector; and 

 advancing work towards the federal transfer of 
the proposed Doi T'oh Park. 

Of the department's total proposed budget, 28.7 
percent has been allocated to economic 
diversification and business support, 28.9 percent 
to tourism, and 27.6 percent is identified for 
spending in the areas of minerals and petroleum 
resources. 

This concludes my opening remarks, and I 
welcome questions from the Members. Thank you, 
Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister. 

Minister, would you like to bring witnesses into the 
Chamber?  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Yes, I would, Mr. 

Chair. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister. 

Sergeant-at-Arms, please escort the witnesses into 
the Chamber. Minister, please introduce your 
witnesses.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

On my left, I have Nina Salvador, director of finance 
and administration for ITI. On my immediate right, I 
have Deputy Minister Tom Jensen. On our far right, 
we have Tracy St-Denis, assistant deputy minister 
of economic development. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you. 

Committee, you have agreed to forgo general 
comments and proceed directly to the detail for the 

Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment. 
Agreed?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): The department 

begins on page 199, but we will defer the 
departmental summary and review the estimates by 
activity summary, beginning at page 207. Industry, 
Tourism and Investment, corporate management, 
operations expenditure summary, $8,840,000. Any 
questions from committee? Seeing none, does 
committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Agreed. Moving on, 

we have economic diversification and business 
support, operations expenditure summary, 
$17,251,000. Any questions from committee? 
Economic diversification is on page 209 to 213. Any 
questions? Does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Okay. I will read the 

page again. Corporate management, operations 
expenditure summary, $8,840,000. Does committee 
agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Agreed. Next, we 

have economic diversification and business 
support, from page 209 to 213. Economic 
diversification and business support, operations 
expenditure summary, $17,251,000. Any questions, 
committee? Mr. Nakimayak.  

MR. NAKIMAYAK: Thank you, Mr. Chair. On page 

211, the Northern Food Development Program, can 
I just have a little bit of information for that for this 
year, please? Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Nakimayak. Ms. St-Denis.  

MS. ST-DENIS: Thank you, Mr. Chair. The 

Northern Food Development Program is a program 
provided by our regional offices, and it supports 
different program areas, such as fishing. So 
communities like Tsiigehtchic, where we have 
commercial fishers or new entrants wanting to enter 
into that sector, that would be the programming 
area that their regions would utilize.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Ms. St-

Denis. Mr. Nakimayak.  

MR. NAKIMAYAK: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I 

appreciate that. I don't know if this is the section. I 
know Tuktoyaktuk, during the last year's business 
plans, during sitting last year, there was $100,000 
allocated for the community of Tuktoyaktuk to 
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possibly look at upgrading the current visitor centre 
that they have there now, which is a shack. Thank 
you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Nakimayak. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Mr. Chair, can we get 

the Member to repeat the question? Thank you, Mr. 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Nakimayak.  

MR. NAKIMAYAK: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chair. Last 

year, during the last November sitting, there was 
$100,000 from ITI to help Tuktoyaktuk with the 
current visitor centre that they have there now. I 
believe the department had allocated $100,000 to 
possibly look at upgrading the visitor centre that 
they currently have in Tuktoyaktuk right now. I don't 
know if that helps, but I could dig into e-mails 
quickly here and find out exactly what it is.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Nakimayak. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

From what I know of what is going on with the 
tourism information centre in Tuktoyaktuk is we are 
going to help do a feasibility study on the prospect 
of something happening there, but I think the 
Member might be referring to something that 
potentially could be in the capital budget going 
forward. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Nakimayak.  

MR. NAKIMAYAK: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I believe 

so. I am sorry for my confusion. I don't think I have 
anything else right now, Mr. Chair. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Nakimayak. Any further questions, committee? Mr. 
O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. Given my 

colleague's last line of questioning, is this where 
planning studies would fall for the visitor centre, or 
would it be found in tourism and parks as we work 
our way through the ITI budget? Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Ms. St-Denis.  

MS. ST-DENIS: Hi there. Yes, thank you, Mr. Chair. 

When it comes to planning studies, we do have a 
variety of applicants that do apply under the SEED 
Program. As it relates to tourism, this would also 
include SEED as well.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Ms. St-

Denis. Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks. Well, I will go ahead and 

try it here, and I might get told I have to ask it later, 
but is there any funding in the 2019-2020 budget for 
a territorial or Yellowknife visitor centre? Thanks, 
Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Ms. St-Denis.  

MS. ST-DENIS: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Later in the 

budget, there actually is a line item that does speak 
to Yellowknife visitor services, so we would be able 
to address questions there. I am not sure if that 
answers the Member's question at this point.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Ms. St-

Denis. Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. I will see if I can 

wait until we get to the end, then. Thanks, Mr. 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Next on our list, we have Mr. Beaulieu.  

MR. BEAULIEU: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Mr. Chair, I 

have a question on the commercial fishers. It 
indicates on there that it is to offset the high cost of 
freight or production costs. Is that for the whole of 
Great Slave Lake, or is that the whole territory? 
Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Beaulieu. Ms. St-Denis.  

MS. ST-DENIS: Thank you, Mr. Chair. That 

program actually is for those fishers for freight 
subsidies where fish is actually going to the 
Freshwater Fish Marketing Corporation.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Ms. St-

Denis. Mr. Beaulieu.  

MR. BEAULIEU: Are the fishers from Yellowknife 

included in that, or just people from the south of the 
lake? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Beaulieu. Ms. St-Denis.  

MS. ST-DENIS: Thank you, Mr. Chair. That 

program would be for any fisher who was actually 
selling fish through the fish plant to the Freshwater 
Fish Marketing Corporation. We do, however, as 
mentioned earlier, have the Northern Food 
Development Program, which would help fishers 
across the Northwest Territories. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Ms. St-

Denis. Mr. Beaulieu.  

MR. BEAULIEU: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I have no 

further questions.  
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CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Beaulieu. Next, we have Mr. Testart.  

MR. TESTART: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I am just 

taking a look at these lines, especially around the 
SEED program, Support for Entrepreneurs and 
Economic Development, and Community Futures. 
Let's just talk about SEED. This money has only 
seen very small marginal increases over the years. 
I would like to know what the subscription rates for 
the SEED fund are. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Testart. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

For the number of years that we have tracked it 
from 2010 to now, it has either been almost 100 
percent subscribed or else oversubscribed. Thank 
you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Testart.  

MR. TESTART: How much is it oversubscribed? 

Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Testart. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: We can supply this 

chart to the Members, but in 2017-2018, the surplus 
deficit was $26,888 over. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Testart.  

MR. TESTART: Thank you. Sorry, I wasn't looking 

for deficit numbers, but that is helpful. If the SEED 
fund had the available funding, what is the amount 
of applications that would have been approved 
under those conditions? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Testart. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

Just to give the Member an idea, I will run through it 
really quickly. In 2010-2011, we had 418. In the 
next calendar years, 448, 437, 454, 480, 410, 441, 
445, are the number of applicants, but the number 
of people approved changes year to year 
depending on the type of applications that we 
receive. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Testart.  

MR. TESTART: Thank you. This funding is crucial 

capital for entrepreneurs and for businesses that 
are looking to develop, to grow, and to pursue 
expansion, and there is just not a lot of private 
equity out there being floated to northern 
businesses. I see this fund as a key way that the 

government can help diversify the economy 
directly, and yet, we do not see substantial 
increases to this pot of money.  

I recall a couple of years ago when similar 
arguments were being made to increase the 
Mineral Incentive Program, which was done, and 
currently that fund pays out and is contributing a lot 
to our economy. Why aren't we taking the same 
approach with this vital fund? The answer, often, 
when we are raising questions on behalf of our 
constituents who are looking to access more 
government support, when we are looking at the 
general state of the economy, the answer is often, 
"Go to the SEED fund," and the SEED fund too 
frequently runs out.  

Why are we not putting more resources into this 
fund, which is a very useful way to contribute to the 
economy, to diversify the economy, and to get 
entrepreneurs the capital that isn't as freely flowing 
to them from private capital institutions? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Testart. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

As I have said under heavy questioning before, 
around some of the funding allocations that we try 
to get for the Department of Industry, Tourism and 
Investment, we have to do our applications just like 
all of the other departments and compete with the 
limited amount of resources that the Government of 
the Northwest Territories has. That being said, with 
the amount of money that we have right now for 
Support for Entrepreneurs and Economic 
Development in the Northwest Territories and the 
applicants that we have got, I think that we are 
doing a pretty good job with the allocation that we 
have, and we are meeting the needs of Northerners 
at this point. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Testart.  

MR. TESTART: Thank you. I am not disagreeing 

100 percent. I think that this is doing a good job. It's 
just that we could be doing an even better job, and 
of course, there were changes to SEED that have 
allowed the program to flow a bit more broadly 
throughout all of the regions of the territory. Doing 
the best job that we can with the available 
resources isn't doing better. We are looking at a 
future of recession. We are looking at economic 
hardship ahead. No one denies that. We should be 
using funding like this and resources like this that, 
A, we know work; B, we know that entrepreneurs 
are readily accessing and celebrating the 
opportunity; and C, we know that a marginal 
increase over a period of years is going to have 
large economic impacts and form multipliers.  
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Will the Minister consider a SEED plan that will see 
more investment in this fund in the next business 
plan for a period of years when, again, capital 
markets are going to contrast even more tightly 
than they currently are? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Testart. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

One of the things that we've done, on 
recommendation from the Regular Members was, 
we want more data, so we've taken that initiative. 
We're taking that step to track these programs, and 
some of the stuff they're doing within our 
department. We've clearly set out some internal 
working groups that collect more data for us to be 
able to make better decisions on, are we getting 
value for money around these programs that we're 
in charge of. This is early days of collecting that 
data, but as I've said, we've got to compete with 
resources with every other department with the 
Minister of Finance and make our case for it. I think, 
once we get more data to support the fact that the 
points that the Members raise, if they're supportive 
of what he's saying, then I would clearly support 
trying to get more money into the SEED program. 
First of all, we can't put the cart before the horse. 
They've asked us to get more data, and that's what 
we're going to do. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Testart. 

MR. TESTART: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I would 

encourage the Minister to move expediently on it. 
Moving to the Film Industry Rebate Program, 
Members have had an opportunity to speak with the 
professional association around the film industry in 
the Northwest Territories, and also look at how this 
program performs. It's moved from a pilot project to 
a full-time funding pool, which is fantastic, but 
again, this is another one where we see very similar 
funding allocations year on year. If we want to 
expand the presence of the film industry, especially 
down-market production, we're going to need to put 
more financial resources into the rebate program. 
That down-market production is where you're going 
to develop the capacity, the knowledge economy, 
and create jobs that stick around and aren't brought 
here just during the production phase. These are 
media professionals who will stick around. Is there 
any thought as to either putting more resources into 
this, or developing new funding criteria to support a 
downstream production of film in the Northwest 
Territories? Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Testart. Minister Schumann. 

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

One of the things that we've done throughout this 

year is that we've asked for a film officer, one new 
position. That's in there. It's clearly laid out, that we 
wanted additional funding to help support the 
implementation of the Northwest Territories Film 
Strategy in its actions to increase marketing efforts 
to promote the Northwest Territories Film Rebate 
program and new targeted initiatives that will 
include annual familiarization tours to attract 
interest and investment into the Northwest 
Territories. This position, as I've said, is to help 
attract investment and interest in the Northwest 
Territories, and this is going to certainly help the 
film industry to move forward with this additional 
position that we've asked for. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Testart. 

MR. TESTART: Thank you, Mr. Chair. The Film 

Commissioner and the office around the Film 
Commissioner works very hard to do exactly that, 
and I think the additional support will be great, but 
marketing and bringing productions here is only half 
the equation. The way to expand the industry is to 
actually build that local production capacity so you 
can have creators and film crews and technicians 
and engineers and all those people who make 
movies permanently based here. That's the way we 
can diversify the economy as well. Local economies 
in regions that have been successful in this have 
always built very strong rebate programs. The 
rebate program we have is great for now and for 
attracting people to come and make movies here, 
but if we're going to make our own movies, we need 
to strengthen it. Is the Minister open to that 
component of the film industry? Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Testart. Minister Schumann. 

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

Ever since I got this file, the film industry has 
moved a long way. We've done a number of things 
working with the film Commission and moving the 
Western Arctic Movie Pictures and NWT 
Professional Media Association along. We continue 
to promote them alongside them. As I've said, 
we've offered this new officer to help them promote 
the industry in the Northwest Territories. Last year, 
at their first annual gala, we supported a new 
apprenticeship program for its members, which was 
greatly appreciated by the industry. The feedback 
that I've got from them to help them grow the 
industry here in the Northwest Territories, this is 
going to continue to help support those types of 
programs of them moving forward.  

As I've said, we just can't keep throwing money at 
this. We've got to do our allocation with our Finance 
Minister to try to get the appropriate funds where 
the most need is right now in the Northwest 
Territories, and I think just adding this one position 
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this year with the limited resources we've got is 
doing good things for the film industry. Thank you, 
Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Any further questions from committee? 
Seeing none, I'll call the page. Industry, Tourism 
and Investment, economic diversification and 
business support, operations expenditure summary, 
$17,251,000. Does committee agree? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you. That 

brings us to minerals and petroleum resources, 
operations expenditure summary, $16,569,000 from 
pages 214 to 217. Any questions from committee? 
Mr. O'Reilly. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. On page 216 

under grants and contributions I see the NWT 
Chamber of Mines for $30,000. When I looked at 
the 2017-2018 grants contributions report from the 
department, and I see that the Chamber of Mines 
2017-2018 got $190,600. How do we go from 
$30,000 to $190,000? Because that seems to be a 
flat line over time, although it was more back in 
2017-2018. What else is happening here that the 
Chamber of Mines is getting money from ITI? 
Thanks, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Ms. Salvador. 

MS. SALVADOR: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I think 

what we're talking about is the funding that was 
paid under the grants and contributions report. 
Basically, the reason why we have an increased 
amount in 2017-2018 is that contributions in 2017 
and 2018 were to promote the NWT as an 
investment destination through hosting promotional 
events at major geoscience and mining 
conferences such as Roundup, PDAC, and 
Antwerp World Diamond Centre in Ottawa; 
organizing, promoting, and hosting the 2017 
Yellowknife Geoscience Forum; and increasing 
public awareness of the minerals industry, Mining 
North works. Overall, there is an increase in 
activities within the NWT Chamber of Mines. Thank 
you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Ms. 

Salvador. Mr. O'Reilly. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. Thanks, Mr. 

Chair. I can read those items in the grants and 
contributions report, as well. This Indigenous 
Mineral Development Support Program of 
$100,000, is that actually run through the Chamber 
of Mines? Thanks, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Minister Schumann. 

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

No, that is all run through our department. Thank 
you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. How do we go 

from $190,000 in 2017-2018 to only $30,000 in 
2019-2020? That's what's in the main estimates 
here. Thanks, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Minister Schumann. 

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

That's the answer that Ms. Salvador just gave him. 
There were contributions for 2017-2018 in order to 
promote the Northwest Territories and all those 
number of initiatives that were mentioned by the 
Director of Finance. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Okay, thanks. I'll see what happens 

with the future grants and contributions reports. It 
just doesn't seem to really square up very well. I 
think this is the part of the budget where, as I 
understand it, the department is looking at hiring a 
deputy, an additional deputy mining recorder. Is 
that correct? Thanks, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Minister Schumann. 

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

Yes, it is. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. In the 

department's business plan which is found on the 
Department of Finance's website, there's an 
interesting figure there. It's 12, that shows the 
number of claims that are in good standing, number 
of leases in good standing, number of prospecting 
permits, and virtually all of those have declined 
from 2014-2015 to 2017-2018. There is this 
declining trend of either claims being kept in good 
standing, leases in good standing, number of 
prospecting permits. Why do we need another 
deputy mining recorder if all of these trends are in 
decline? Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

If you look at the new mineral claims that have 
taken place in the Northwest Territories since 2015-
2016 in particular and forward, the growth has been 
165 percent, 175 percent, so, as a result of this 
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increase in mineral activity registration transaction 
plan inquiries, there is a need to ensure that 
industry clients receive timely approvals of their 
claims, work-report filings, related transactions, 
necessary device, and support for their regulatory 
requirements related to mineral tender and 
management that is administered by the mining 
recorder's office are met. The position is intended to 
provide appropriate support to the mining industry 
clients. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. The Minister 

referred to a 165-percent increase in work. That is 
not what I am seeing on figure 12 in the business 
plan. As I said, in fact, it is a declining amount of 
claims that are in good standing, number of leases 
in good standing, number of prospecting permits in 
good standing. Everything is declining, so what 
figure is the Minister referring to? Thanks, Mr. 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

I will have to have a discussion with the Member, I 
guess maybe when we are done business plans, 
but my numbers clearly show there has been an 
increase in activity of mineral claims, as I said, 165 
percent, 175 percent. Registered document filings 
are up by 695 percent. There are some serious 
increased activity within this department. Thank 
you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. Yes, well, 

whatever the figures the Minister has certainly don't 
square with what is in the business plan where, you 
know, the number of claims in good standing 
declined in 2014-2015: 2,256 down to 1,123 in 
2017-2018. That is less than half. The number of 
leases hasn't declined quite that rapidly, but I just 
don't see an increase in workload here. I don't know 
what figures the Minister has that I can't see. That 
is not what I am seeing here, so, if the Minister 
could commit to share that information with me, that 
would be great.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

Absolutely, we will share that with the Member. 
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. I have another 

question on this one with regard to the Mining 
Incentive Program. There is a table in the business 
plan. It's figure 11. That talks about how the money 
from the Mineral Incentive Program has resulted, at 
least in the opinion of the department, in a whole 
bunch of extra spending on mineral exploration. 
Can someone explain to me what this leveraged 
spending is all about and why some of it doesn't 
even occur in the same financial year as the money 
that is provided? Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Mr. Jensen.  

MR. JENSEN: I am just looking at the numbers 

here. Thanks, Mr. Chair. In terms of leveraging, the 
argument is that we make the argument that, if we 
have provided mining incentive funds to a particular 
exploration company or advance exploration 
company, that the funds that they contribute to 
exploration would not have happened otherwise. 
That is why we use the term. We would leverage 
that money. It is money that would not have been 
spent if we had not contributed money under Mining 
Incentive Program.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Jensen. Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. Yes, I guess I 

remain to be convinced that the GNWT contributing 
$400,000 in one year is going to lead to $3.28 
million in exploration funding, but I guess at some 
point I am going to have to meet with the Minister 
and his staff to get a better explanation because I 
don't really quite understand or accept some of the 
figures that are presented here. I am happy to meet 
with the staff and the Minister if he will make that 
commitment. Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

Certainly, we can sit down and have a discussion 
with the Member, but one thing: the Mineral 
Incentive Program has now $1 million to it. It is not 
$400,000. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Next on the list, we have Mr. 
Vanthuyne.  

MR. VANTHUYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I 

would like to start by asking if the Minister is aware 
of the Member's statement that I gave today, talking 
about the future with potential ownership, of 
Indigenous groups and governments having 
potential equity and ownership and mineral 
development opportunities. I would like to ask a 
little bit about the Indigenous mineral development 
support program. It seems as though we have a 
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running $100,000 that we could put into that 
program every year. Maybe if the Minister could 
give us a little bit more detail on what that programs 
consists of, what its successes have been, and 
what this $100,000 for this year is allocated to? 
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Vanthuyne. Mr. Jensen.  

MR. JENSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. The monies 

that are allocated in that part of the budget are for 
funding Indigenous governments and organizations 
that are representatives to attend events like 
roundup and PDAC and those kinds of things. 
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Jensen. Mr. Vanthuyne.  

MR. VANTHUYNE: Okay. Thank you. Just to be 

clear, this isn't similar in nature to something like 
the Mining Incentive Program but for Indigenous 
interests in mineral resource development; as the 
Deputy Minister described, this is like assistance to 
help participation at events like roundup? Thank 
you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Vanthuyne. Mr. Jensen.  

MR. JENSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Yes, that is 

correct. Also, we are working with the Indigenous 
governments around developing regional mineral 
strategies. That would be one of the other things 
that we do. In terms of the Mineral Incentive 
Program, it is also available to Indigenous 
exploration or prospectors if they apply for that, so 
there may be Indigenous folks who are actually 
accessing Mining Incentive Program funds as well. 
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Jensen. Mr. Vanthuyne.  

MR. VANTHUYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chair. No 

further questions in this activity.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Okay. Thank you, Mr. 

Vanthuyne. Any further questions from committee? 
Seeing none, I will call the page. Minerals and 
petroleum resources, operations expenditure 
summary, $16,569,000. Does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you. Next, we 

have tourism and parks, operations expenditure 
summary, $17,314,000. That is on pages 218 to 
221. Any questions from committee? Mr. 
Vanthuyne.  

MR. VANTHUYNE: All right. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

Well, I will start like I do every year in this category, 

by commending the department for a lot of the 
great work that they have done in terms of the 
investment to a number of our parks throughout the 
territory, but, in particular, Ingraham Trail and the 
numerous recreational parks that we have on that 
road, as that is in my riding. There have been 
considerable improvements made in recent years, 
so I just think it is important to let the department 
know that that work is well appreciated. 

That said, one of the aspects that I want to raise in 
this department is: I think it was in this budget, 
during this budget process last year, we talked 
about the idea of putting a pilot project together 
where we would open up Prelude Territorial Park 
Loop C. This was to allow for some tour operators 
to call it a base where they could host aurora tour 
viewing. We were going to charge a fee. There 
were some fairly valid reasons to give consideration 
to this opportunity, let's call it.  

Since that time, I just want to let the department 
know that we have had some concerns raised by 
tour operators, especially some of the older, more-
established tour operators who have their own 
leases, their own land titles, their own assets and 
stuff that they have invested in significantly over the 
years who have shared with me some concern with 
regard to this particular pilot project.  

While I was in favour of this when we first proposed 
it last year, and recognizing that it is a pilot project, I 
am wondering if the Minister and the department 
can share some insight as to, first of all, how well it 
is going? How many operators have taken them up 
on the particular opportunity? What kind of rates 
are we charging on a daily basis? Maybe we will 
start there, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Vanthuyne. Minister Schumann. 

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

As we said, this is a pilot project that we have 
initiated. The main reasons we have done this are 
due to safety reasons, for one thing. There has 
been so much traffic on the Ingraham Trail. A 
number of the operators who have been operating 
out there who don't have access to land are 
stopping right on the highway and turning their 
lights off for viewing opportunities. That has created 
a very big safety hazard. As we know, in the 
wintertime is the resupply for fuel for the diamond 
mines. There is an atrocious amount of traffic that is 
out there.  

This is one of the reasons we wanted to do this pilot 
project. What it has done is allowed up to 30 
operators to access sites on the Ingraham Trail out 
there to get off the highway system. You have to be 
a licenced operator to do this. There is a fee that is 
applied to this. It is $2,000 a year, I think, for the 
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licenced operators to access these sites for winter 
use. I think it has been a success so far.  

Going forward, I hear the Member saying that there 
are some concerns around some of these older 
operators. One of the other things that these guys 
have to be a little more flexible about is there are all 
different, various levels of tour operators. There are 
some very successful tour operators in the 
Northwest Territories who cater to high-end 
customers, and there are low-end-tourist-cater 
operators who look after the lower end. They don't 
have access to these types of capital assets where 
they can have their own facilities along the 
Ingraham Trail.  

Due to safety reasons, as I have said, we have 
piloted this project to try to get these people off the 
highway. We have worked closely with my other 
department of Infrastructure to get the pole-off out 
there at Prelude Lake to open up other 
opportunities for operators. I have said in this 
House a number of times that we are victims of our 
own success for the number of people who are 
coming here. We have to continue to work with all 
operators no matter what their stature is and the 
customers that they have, high-end or low-end, and 
continue to make sure it is a safe environment for 
everybody. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Vanthuyne. 

MR. VANTHUYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I 

certainly appreciate the Minister sharing that 
insight. I know that highway safety was one of the 
major concerns. I have brought highway safety to 
the Minister's attention a number of times in a 
variety of forms, not just tourists. The primary, let's 
call it, concern with tourists on the highway wasn't 
necessarily the operators per se, because the 
operators were experienced enough and have been 
experienced enough to go to day-use areas and 
pull off on the highway. They would go to our 
existing parks like Yellowknife River, Madeline 
Lake, or Pontoon, that sort of thing.  

The safety concern was individual tourists who 
would rent cars and drive down the highway and 
park right on the highway. That would suggest to 
me that maybe we need better communications in 
the rental vehicles and maybe better signage along 
the highway that indicates that you can't park on the 
highway. I am not trying to discourage the Minister 
in his previous comments with regard to safety on 
the highway. We all take it very seriously. 

I would almost look at this as an opportunity to 
motivate some of the tour operators to reach out to 
our Department of Lands and give some 
consideration to looking at some leases, not 
recreational, but commercial leases, because we 

are still issuing commercial leases. Even though the 
land-use planning is kind of in a holding pattern, we 
are still issuing commercial leases, according to the 
Minister of Lands. Maybe not recreational ones, but 
commercial ones, we are. That would then only be, 
again, a bit of a monthly rate. It wouldn't necessarily 
be something overly expensive. It would be the 
beginning of them making a longer-term 
commitment and investment to the territory. 

The concern is that some of these older operators 
do have significant investment in assets and in land 
and in buildings and having to get insurance and 
protect their liabilities, et cetera. Now, it is being 
seen by them, and even others, that the 
government, through taxpayer subsidy, is letting 
tour operators, sometimes not even Northern tour 
operators, use our territorial parks as a base to run 
their operations at a very low rate.  

I just continue to share that concern. I know we are 
committed to the pilot project, but I would really like 
the government to pay attention to these concerns. 
Please continue to monitor, of course, the program 
and how well it might be doing, and measure it in a 
way so that, in next year's business plans, we can 
report back accordingly. That is it. That is all I have 
with regard to that particular aspect. 

I am going to move on just for a moment. One of 
the other concerns, and I raised it briefly in my 
Member's statement the other day, was a good 
problem to have, the ever-growing number of tour 
operators who are applying for permits here in the 
North year over year. What is the department's 
sense on the rate at which this growth is taking 
place? Is there any reason to be concerned or 
alarmed at this point in terms of how many tour 
operators in this region are starting to move into the 
market? Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Vanthuyne. Ms. St-Denis. 

MS. ST-DENIS: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Thank you 

to the Member for that question. Just some 
information on the tourism operating licences; we 
had 110 in 2014, and we now have 145 in 2018. 
That is overall. We have seen the largest increase, 
as the Member has mentioned, in the North Slave 
region, where it went from 41 to 68 over a five-year 
period. There has been some growth, but I am not 
sure it is to the extent that maybe the optics are on 
the number of increases of the actual operating 
licences. Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Ms. St-

Denis. Mr. Vanthuyne. 

MR. VANTHUYNE: All right. That is kind of good 

news to hear because then what that tells me is: 
when I physically see growth happening, then it is a 
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lot of the current licence holders who are actually 
expanding their businesses, which is a positive. I 
know NWT Tourism already does good work in this 
area. I am going to probably touch on this in a 
moment. Would there ever come a time where we 
have a number in mind that we might have to put a 
cap on the North Slave region and look at trying to 
promote getting, in particular, aurora tourism 
operators out into some of the other regions so that 
the benefits of this growth can be had by some of 
the other outlying regions?  

I just want to quickly share one story, because I 
know I am limited on time here. The Standing 
Committee on Economic Development and 
Environment held our strategic planning meetings 
up in Norman Wells this summer, and every second 
person that I ran into asked me, "How can we get 
our hands on some of that Yellowknife tourism 
boom that is going on?" That is why I raise the 
question. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Vanthuyne. Ms. St-Denis.  

MS. ST-DENIS: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Just to 

respond to a few of those questions: yes, we do 
work quite closely with NWT Tourism. I think that 
the approach that we have taken, and I think 
industry has also taken, is that it is a free market, 
and the idea of actually not limiting opportunities for 
people to enter or to grow their business within 
tourism is important. I agree that it is about having 
the strategy to have many of our tourists go beyond 
the North Slave region into the other regions. A few 
of the things that we are working on with NWT 
Tourism is each of the regions is developing 
regional tourism plans. As well, we have over $1.4 
million of tourism development products, which is 
actually distributed throughout the five regions 
based on applications. 

Northwest Territories Tourism has just recently 
released its marketing strategy with the idea of 
actually promoting the whole Northwest Territories. 
I believe that all of the elements are there in order 
to have product across the Northwest Territories, 
and I think that the heavy use of social media and 
using influencers and doing familiarization tours 
would bode well to letting more people know about 
many of the products across the Northwest 
Territories. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Ms. St-

Denis. Next on the list, we have Mr. McNeely.  

MR. MCNEELY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Related to 

this activity, on the tourism side, as mentioned in 
my statement earlier today, it is a vibrant sector 
doing quite well, supported by various programs 
and marketing with the department. I compliment 
the department for their various initiatives and 

attendances. Looking at the Minister's opening 
remarks, on the second page, there was a note 
toward advancing the federal transfer of the 
proposed Doi T'oh Park. I know that there is a 
committee in place. I will respect the committee, 
which is represented by the Tulita District Land 
Corporation, and they have held a number of 
meetings.  

My only question on this is: knowing that the 
second summer of cleanup activity is coming up 
from an RFP that was issued here a couple of 
years ago, after this last upcoming summer, is there 
going to be an audit done between the stakeholders 
for the Doi T'oh Park as part of the statement on 
advancing work towards the federal transfer? 
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

McNeely. Ms. St-Denis.  

MS. ST-DENIS: Thank you very much. The 

regional office is working quite closely with the Doi 
T'oh Territorial Park Corporation, and recently, they 
have been able to get some funding from INAC to 
do some strategic planning to actually update the 
CANOL Management Plan, the idea being that that 
would be a requirement under the land claim, and 
then it would get recommended to the Minister. At 
this point in time, we think that that is a critical 
element of understanding what that plan is and 
what the leadership is looking at wanting to do as 
far as moving forward with the project. We are quite 
keen to see where that project goes as far as 
advancing the CANOL Trail. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Ms. St-

Denis. Mr. McNeely.  

MR. MCNEELY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. If the 

department could keep me posted on the progress 
of that transfer, that will keep me in touch with both 
stakeholders. Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

McNeely. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

We will certainly commit to doing that. Thank you, 
Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Any further questions, Mr. McNeely?  

MR. MCNEELY: Nothing further, Mr. Chair. Thank 

you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you. Mr. 

O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. Earlier when I 

wanted to ask some questions about planning 
studies for Yellowknife or a territorial visitor centre, 
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it was suggested that I ask them in this section. 
What can my friends tell me? Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Yes, this is the 

section, yes. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: I know that I am all that stands 

between us and dinner, I guess. The only line item I 
can see in here with regard to support for 
Yellowknife tourism, per se, is on 220 under grants 
and contributions, Yellowknife visitor services, 
$161,000. Is there any other funding in the 2019-
2020 budget to support the design or planning 
around a Yellowknife visitor centre or, indeed, a 
territorial visitor centre? Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Ms. St-Denis.  

MS. ST-DENIS: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Yes, the 

Member is correct. That is ongoing funding to assist 
the City of Yellowknife in providing visitor services. 
There is a longer-term plan that is being looked at. I 
believe the Member is asking about the actual 
previous visitor centre facility, and we are working 
closely with the Department of Infrastructure. They 
have temporarily stabilized that building, and they 
are monitoring it for movement, so the building is 
safe, although not occupiable at this time. They 
have recently gone out for expressions of interest 
on possible design opportunities. We are going to 
be working with them to see what the possible 
redevelopment approach might be for that building. 
Once again, it is a matter of understanding what the 
needs are for that building, whether it is amending 
the current structure and making some 
improvements, but once again, we are working with 
Infrastructure.  

Sorry, the long answer to the Member's question is 
that the funding in the budget is to maintain visitor 
services, but we would like the Member to know 
that there are discussions and work going on with 
the Department of Infrastructure on the facility itself. 
Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Ms. St-

Denis. Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. That is helpful 

information. I guess I am wondering, though, about 
a bigger visitor centre, a better visitor centre for 
Yellowknife, and what the department is doing with 
the City or other interests to work towards a new 
visitor centre for Yellowknife, maybe a territorial 
visitor centre, as Whitehorse has for the Yukon. Is 

there any funding in the 2019-2020 budget for that 
kind of work? Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Mr. Jensen.  

MR. JENSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. No, there isn't 

any dedicated funding in this budget for that 
purpose. I think that, building on what Ms. St-Denis 
was saying, right now the City of Yellowknife is 
taking the lead on the visitor services for 
Yellowknife. We continue to contribute our 
$161,000 a year for that.  

If they are taking the lead on it, they are going to be 
doing some more work on planning. There is a 
possibility of looking at more of a visitor services 
tourism type of hub, but that is very much in the 
early days. There is nothing in the budget 
specifically dedicated towards looking at the 
territorial visitor centre.  

I think the Minister was describing something more 
broadly, but there isn't anything definitely in the 
budget for that. There is, perhaps, opportunity, if 
there was a need for further resources to continue 
this process, that they might be able to find 
something in the budget under grants and 
contributions for that. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Jensen. Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. Can someone 

tell me how much we are spending on the visitor 
centre in Dawson, Yukon? Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

O'Reilly. Mr. Jensen. 

MR. JENSEN: Mr. Chair, the figure is $119,000. 

Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Jensen. Mr. O'Reilly. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. Case made, 

thanks. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): No further questions? 

Okay. I will call the page. Industry, Tourism and 
Investment, tourism and parks, operation 
expenditure summary, $17,314,000. Does 
committee agree? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Agreed. Committee, 

we will continue after a short recess. Thank you. 

---SHORT RECESS 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, 

committee. We will continue. Okay, committee, we 
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are almost done. Information items on pages 222 to 
226. Any questions, committee? Mr. Vanthuyne.  

MR. VANTHUYNE: Mr. Chair, just correct me, page 

222?  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Yes, 222 to 226, 

information items. Mr. Vanthuyne.  

MR. VANTHUYNE: Thanks again there, Mr. Chair. 

All I really want to ask here is: can the Minister 
provide us an update on the status of the review 
that was undertaken of BDIC with regard to the 
programs and the organizational and structural 
review? Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Vanthuyne. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

We have just received it, and we are in the process 
of reviewing it as we speak. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Vanthuyne.  

MR. VANTHUYNE: How long does the Minister 

think it is going to take to go through the review 
process? Will the Standing Committee on 
Economic Development and Environment be a part 
of the process? How long until we are expecting to 
put out a public document to get an understanding 
of what next steps are going to be with the BDIC? 
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Vanthuyne. Minister Schumann.  

HON. WALLY SCHUMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

The plan going forward once we do this review is, 
one of the things that I am trying to do right now, we 
have been trying to set a date up so I can sit down 
with BDIC's board and their chair to have a 
discussion around this. Then, once that is done, I 
am going to go to Cabinet with this document and 
then probably to standing committee.  

Time frame-wise, I can't give you an exact date 
because we have been having a heck of a time 
here to try to get organized with the board, because 
they are from all over the Northwest Territories, to 
set up a time that we can meet. I am hoping that is 
going to happen within the next couple of weeks 
with them, at least. I suspect it is going to be a little 
bit tough to sit down with standing committee 
before the end of this session, so we are going to 
have to try to figure out, with you as the chair, and 
the timing, how we can make that work for you 
guys, as well. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Minister 

Schumann. Mr. Vanthuyne.  

MR. VANTHUYNE: Okay. Well, thank you, Mr. 

Chair. We certainly look forward to seeing the next 
steps on that take place, and hopefully we can 
actually address the review in some way, shape, or 
form within the life of this Assembly. Thank you, Mr. 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you, Mr. 

Vanthuyne. Any further questions, committee? 
Seeing none, I will now return to the departmental 
summary found on page 203. I will call the page 
again. Industry, Tourism and Investment, Main 
Estimates 2019-2020, total department, 
$59,974,000. Any questions from committee? Are 
we agreed?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you. Does 

committee agree that consideration of the 
Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment is 
concluded?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you. Thank 

you, Minister, and thanks to your witnesses for 
appearing before us. Sergeant-at-Arms, please 
escort the witnesses from the chamber. Thank you, 
committee. Mr. Testart, what is the wish of 
committee?  

MR. TESTART: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I move the 

Chair rise and report progress. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Blake): Thank you. A motion 

is on the floor to report progress. The motion is in 
order and is non-debatable. All those in favour? All 
those opposed? The motion is carried.  

---Carried  

I will now rise and report progress. Thank you.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Can I get the report of the 

Committee of the Whole, Member for Mackenzie 
Delta? 

Report of Committee of the Whole 

MR. BLAKE: Mr. Speaker, your committee has 

been considering Bill 32, Naturopathic Profession 
Statutes Amendment Act, and Tabled Document 
322-18(3), Main Estimates 2019-2020, and would 
like to report progress, and that Bill 32, 
Naturopathic Profession Statutes Amendment Act, 
is ready for a third reading. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the report of the Committee of the Whole be 
concurred with. Thank you.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Do we have a seconder? 

Member for Nahendeh. The motion is in order. All 
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those in favour? All those opposed? The motion is 
carried.  

---Carried 

Item 22, third reading of bills. Mr. Clerk, orders of 
the day. 

Orders of the Day  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Tim Mercer): Orders 

of the day for Tuesday, February 26, 2019, 1:30 
p.m.: 

1. Prayer 

2. Ministers' Statements 

3. Members' Statements 

4. Reports of Standing and Special Committees 

5. Returns to Oral Questions 

6. Recognition of Visitors in the Gallery 

7. Acknowledgements 

8. Oral Questions 

9. Written Questions 

10. Returns to Written Questions 

11. Replies to the Commissioner's Opening 
Address 

12. Petitions 

13. Reports of Committees on the Review of Bills 

14. Tabling of Documents 

15. Notices of Motion 

16. Notices of Motion for First Reading of Bills 

17. Motions 

18. First Reading of Bills 

19. Second Reading of Bills 

- Bill 38-18(3), Protected Areas Act 

- Bill 39-18(3), Environmental Rights Act 

20. Consideration in Committee of the Whole of 
Bills and Other Matters 

- Bill 31, Northwest Territories 911 Act 

- Minister's Statement 131-18(3), Sessional       
Statement 

- Minister's Statement 151-18(3), New 
Federal Infrastructure Agreement 

- Tabled Document 322-18(3), Main 
Estimates, 2019-2020 

21. Report of Committee of the Whole 

22. Third Reading of Bills 

- Bill 32, Naturopathic Profession Statutes 
Amendment Act 

23. Orders of the Day 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. This 

House stands adjourned until Tuesday, February 
26, 2019, at 1:30 p.m. 

---ADJOURNMENT  

The House adjourned at 6:37 p.m. 
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