NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

1st Session

Day 2

17th Assembly

HANSARD
Friday, October 28, 2011
Pages 15 - 30

The Honourable Jackie Jacobson, Speaker

Legislative Assembly of the Northwest Territories
Members of the Legislative Assembly

Speaker
Hon. Jackie Jacobson
(Nunakput)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Hon. Glen Abernethy

Mr. Daryl Dolynny

Mr. Kevin Menicoche

(Great Slave)

(Range Lake)

(Nahendeh)

Hon. Tom Beaulieu

Mrs. Jane Groenewegen

Hon. J. Michael Miltenberger

(Tu Nedhe)

(Hay River South)

(Thebacha)

Ms. Wendy Bisaro

Mr. Robert Hawkins

Mr. Alfred Moses

(Frame Lake)

(Yellowknife Centre)

(Inuvik Boot Lake)

Mr. Frederick Blake

Hon. Jackson Lafferty

(Mackenzie Delta)

Mr. Robert Bouchard
(Hay River North)

(Monfwi)

Mr. Michael Nadli
(Deh Cho)

Hon. David Ramsay

Hon. Bob McLeod

(Kam Lake)

(Yellowknife South)

Mr. Bob Bromley

Hon. Robert C. McLeod

(Weledeh)

(Inuvik Twin Lakes)

Mr. Norman Yakeleya
(Sahtu)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Officers
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly
Mr. Tim Mercer
Deputy Clerk
Mr. Doug Schauerte

Principal Clerk
of Committees
Ms. Jennifer Knowlan

Principal Clerk,
Operations
Ms. Gail Bennett

Law Clerks

Ms. Sheila MacPherson
Ms. Malinda Kellett
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Box 1320
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories
Tel: (867) 669-2200 Fax: (867) 920-4735 Toll-Free: 1-800-661-0784
http://www.assembly.gov.nt.ca
Published under the authority of the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of the Northwest Territories

TABLE OF CONTENTS
PRAYER ............................................................................................................................................................... 15
MINISTERS' STATEMENTS ................................................................................................................................ 15
1-17(1) – Building our Future (B. McLeod)..................................................................................................... 15
2-17(1) – Minister Absent from the House (B. McLeod) ................................................................................. 15
MEMBERS' STATEMENTS.................................................................................................................................. 15
GNWT Support for the NWT Arts Community (Bromley) ............................................................................... 15
Opportunities and Challenges in Deh Cho Communities (Nadli) ................................................................... 16
Delivery of Health Care Services to Nahendeh Constituents (Menicoche) .................................................... 17
Appreciation to Former Mackenzie Delta MLA, Mr. David Krutko (Blake) ...................................................... 17
Funding Northland Mobile Home Park Water and Sewer Infrastructure Repairs (Bisaro) ............................. 17
Fort Good Hope Cancer Concerns (Yakeleya) .............................................................................................. 18
Appreciation to New Colleagues and Assembly Staff (Moses) ...................................................................... 18
Appreciation to Former Hay River North MLA, Mr. Paul Delorey (Bouchard) ................................................ 19
Reflections on the Consensus Government System (Groenewegen) ............................................................ 19
Addictions Treatment Programs and Facilities in the NWT (Hawkins) ........................................................... 19
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS IN THE GALLERY .............................................................................................. 20
ORAL QUESTIONS .............................................................................................................................................. 20
TABLING OF DOCUMENTS ................................................................................................................................ 27
NOTICES OF MOTION ......................................................................................................................................... 27
7-17(1) – Extended Adjournment of the House to December 7, 2011 (Yakeleya) ......................................... 27
MOTIONS ............................................................................................................................................................. 28
7-17(1) – Extended Adjournment of the House to December 7, 2011 (Yakeleya) ......................................... 28
6-17(1) – Appointments to the Board of Management (Moses) ..................................................................... 28
ORDERS OF THE DAY ........................................................................................................................................ 28

October 28, 2011

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES HANSARD

Page 15

YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
Friday, October 28, 2011
Members Present
Hon. Glen Abernethy, Ms. Bisaro, Mr. Blake, Mr. Bouchard, Mr. Bromley, Mr. Dolynny, Mrs. Groenewegen, Mr.
Hawkins, Hon. Jackie Jacobson, Hon. Jackson Lafferty, Hon. Bob McLeod, Hon. Robert McLeod, Mr.
Menicoche, Hon. Michael Miltenberger, Mr. Moses, Mr. Nadli, Hon. David Ramsay, Mr. Yakeleya

The House met at 10:10 a.m.

Prayer
---Prayer
SPEAKER (Hon. Jackie Jacobson):
Good
morning everybody. Item 2, Ministers’ statements.
The honourable Premier, Mr. Bob McLeod.

Ministers’ Statements
MINISTER’S STATEMENT 1-17(1):
BUILDING OUR FUTURE
HON. BOB MCLEOD: Mr. Speaker, I rise today,
on behalf of all members of Cabinet, to once again
congratulate and thank all Members of this House.
We are grateful for and humbled by your support,
and we pledge to work hard, in cooperation with all
Members, in the service of all the people and
communities of the Northwest Territories.
Each of us elected to this Assembly recognizes that
our territory is one of immense potential and that
realizing even a share of that potential can mean a
vibrant and prosperous future for our people.
Beyond the immediate challenges of housing,
infrastructure, the economy and health care, we
must identify a path of action by which we can
realize our great future.
Our territory is too large, too diverse for one region
or people to determine the right path for our
territory’s future.
But our territory is also too small to be fragmented
by issues that divide us. If we are to move forward,
we will need to do it together, building on the good
th
work done by the 16 Assembly.
We know, from experience, that our challenges will
be significant, but our collective will to make things
better for our people is strong. This Assembly must
be the forum in which we find and reach consensus
for the good of our territory.
I am encouraged by the goodwill shown by
Members and Aboriginal leaders to find better ways
of working together. I have spoken with many
regional Aboriginal leaders in the past few days to
assure them that we are serious about improving
our relationships. This will be an important priority
of our government.

As the Prime Minister has already indicated,
Canada also realized our great potential. This was
echoed during my call with the Honourable John
Duncan, Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern
Development, yesterday. The federal government
looks forward to continuing to work with us toward
our shared objectives for a strong, healthy NWT.
All of our relationships with other governments are
important, but our progress will be directly linked to
how well we work together in this House.
Mr. Speaker, we have much to do. My first priority
is to get our government up and running. Ministerial
portfolios will be assigned by the middle of next
week.
We look forward to working with all Members to set
th
the strategic priorities for the 17 Legislative
Assembly and to working with you over the next
four years. I am confident that together we will build
the consensus it will take to move our territory
forward. Thank you.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McLeod. The
honourable Premier, Mr. Bob McLeod.
MINISTER’S STATEMENT 2-17(1):
MINISTER ABSENT FROM THE HOUSE
HON. BOB MCLEOD: Mr. Speaker, I wish to
advise Members that the Honourable Tom Beaulieu
will be absent from the House today to attend a
funeral in Fort Resolution. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Premier.
Colleagues, I’d like to welcome Mr. Sam Gargan,
former Speaker, former MLA for Deh Cho.
Welcome to the House.
---Applause
Item 3, Members’ statements. The honourable
Member for Weledeh, Mr. Bromley.

Members’ Statements
MEMBER’S STATEMENT ON
GNWT SUPPORT FOR THE
NWT ARTS COMMUNITY
MR. BROMLEY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today I
would like to profile an incredible bunch of people
and their achievements with limited resources. I will
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outline some appropriate GNWT responses to this
inspiring example.

building being planned for construction where the
ARCC now stands.

Some months ago Weledeh constituent and
philanthropist Les Rocher made the old Pentecostal
th
Church on 49 Street available to the Yellowknife
arts community until the building was to be
demolished. With little other support than the
exceptional volunteer energy of its membership and
access to recycled materials and a wellspring of
talent, this amazing group of artists organized
concerts, workshops, literature readings, exhibits
and musical performances and more, something for
almost every weekend for the past six months.

Finally, let’s direct Aurora College to establish an
arts program, perhaps in conjunction with the Emily
Carr University of Art and Design, during the life of
our term. Such activities have a proven record for
strengthening our communities' identity and our
economy.

Culminating with a Hell Yeah Halloween Happening
and Demolition Ball this weekend, the artist-run
community centre has built a glowing reputation for
its arts productions and community response.
During the election period the ARCC sponsored an
all-candidates forum, which I and other Yellowknife
MLAs were privileged to attend. We fielded many
questions seemingly all from talented Weledeh
constituents. The messages were clear. First, the
NWT arts community is vibrant, ready and willing to
act with a modicum of support and it is imminently
worthy of diverse forms of investment.
Second, GNWT has a significant role to play in
researching and facilitating how and in what form
an NWT arts centre could come to be.
Third, we need to adopt policies for consistently
including the arts in all public facilities.
Fourth, Aurora College should partner with an
institution like the Emily Carr University of Art and
Design for equivalent northern programs and our
talented students.
Mr. Speaker, an arts centre can come about in
many ways, but it can also run into difficulties when
not based on sound experience and the right
model. GNWT needs to work with the NWT arts
community to examine models from other
jurisdictions and to make recommendations for
such a centre for the NWT.
As in other jurisdictions, GNWT should also
dedicate at least 1 percent of its office building
space to the arts in every community. As a specific
recommendation, I would like to see us include an
arts demonstration, exhibit and sales space on the
ground floor of the GNWT office building being
planned for construction where the ARCC now
stands.
Mr. Speaker, I seek unanimous consent to
conclude my statement.
---Unanimous consent granted.
MR. BROMLEY: Just to pick up again on that last
specific recommendation, I would like to see us
include an arts demonstration, exhibit and sales
space on the ground floor of the GNWT office

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to seeing this done.
Mahsi.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Bromley. The
honourable Member for Deh Cho, Mr. Nadli.
MEMBER’S STATEMENT ON
OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES
IN DEH CHO COMMUNITIES
MR. NADLI: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I want
Members and the public to know the basic state of
affairs in Deh Cho communities as we start our
term in office.
Poor housing is a major problem. There are
tremendous needs and they vary from community
to community. Almost 42 percent of households in
Fort Providence and on the Hay River Reserve are
having serious problems with their homes. This is
much worse than the Northwest Territories
average. Many of these houses are under the
control of our government, particularly in Fort
Providence, so we should be able to do something
about it.
It is worth noting that in Kakisa and Enterprise,
where most residents own their own homes,
housing problems are close to the territorial
average of 32 percent. Even that is a higher
number. We have to tackle our housing problems
across the Northwest Territories.
The population is rising in most Deh Cho
communities, particularly in Enterprise. The
population has grown 44 percent since 2001. Only
in Fort Providence has there been a slight decline.
So let’s move on to education and jobs. On the Hay
River Reserve only 39 percent of residents have
completed high school and the number isn’t much
better in Fort Providence. Compare that to the
Northwest Territories average of almost 70 percent.
In my riding, only Enterprise is close, and the
employment rate there is above the Northwest
Territories average.
We must educate all our young people, and provide
upgrading and training for people who do not
complete high school. Where education is failing,
many people are without jobs. Only 36 percent of
people aged 15 or older are working in Fort
Providence. It is 41 percent in Kakisa and 44
percent on the reserve, still not very good.
Compare that to 71 percent in the town of Hay
River.
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We have got to create more jobs in our smaller
communities. All the issues I’ve mentioned, among
others, are root causes of crime. In my riding,
statistics are only available for Fort Providence. The
crime rate in my community is double the Northwest
Territories, which is itself seven times the national
average. We can’t solve these problems overnight,
but we have lots of capable people and lots of
opportunities. The potential in the forestry industry
is largely untapped. We could build log homes and
manufacture wood pellets.
Tourism is another sector we should focus on in the
entire Deh Cho region, which includes Nahanni
National Park. Tourists spend about $1.7 million a
year. There are only nine licensed tourism
operators. By comparison, there are 16 in the
Sahtu.
I seek unanimous
statement.

consent

to

conclude

my

---Unanimous consent granted.
MR. NADLI: In my riding we have Great Slave
Lake. We have great rivers and spectacular
waterfalls. We will have the new Deh Cho Bridge.
Highway traffic is expected to increase over the
next five years. We have people with strong skills in
traditional crafts and art who can both produce
goods and teach. I look forward to making progress
in all these areas.
MR. SPEAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Nadli. The
Member for Nahendeh, Mr. Menicoche.
MEMBER’S STATEMENT ON
DELIVERY OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES
TO NAHENDEH CONSTITUENTS
MR. MENICOCHE: Thank you very much, Mr.
Speaker. Today I just want to speak a bit about
health care in my riding. It was an issue that was
brought to my attention as I campaigned. People in
my riding are losing confidence in the delivery of
health care. I would like to urge our government to
help work with me to restore the confidence of the
people in the health care system.
There were several instances over the past six
months that people really questioned what
happened. Great credit goes out to the staff on the
front lines, but still people really want to believe that
their needs are being taken care of. In the
December sitting I will further detail those needs,
but I just wanted to let the government know, the
new Minister of Health, whoever that may be, that
will be one of my primary objectives as I move
along here representing my people of Nahendeh.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Menicoche. The
Member for Mackenzie Delta, Mr. Blake.
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MEMBER’S STATEMENT ON
APPRECIATION TO FORMER MACKENZIE
DELTA MLA, MR. DAVID KRUTKO
MR. BLAKE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. At this time I
would like to thank Mr. David Krutko, former MLA
for the Mackenzie Delta, who has served 16 years
as our MLA in the Mackenzie Delta.
I’d also like to take this time to reassure the
constituents of the Mackenzie Delta that I am
working on the important issues that we are faced
with in our communities.
MR. SPEAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Blake. The
Member for Frame Lake, Ms. Bisaro.
MEMBER’S STATEMENT ON
FUNDING NORTHLAND MOBILE HOME PARK
WATER AND SEWER
INFRASTRUCTURE REPAIRS
MS. BISARO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. During the
election campaign, going door to door talking with
my constituents, one particular concern came up
again and again. They expressed their desire for
this government to provide assistance to solve that
concern.
I speak, of course, about the extreme and urgent
water and sewer infrastructure situation in the
Northland Mobile Home Park in my riding. Concern
was expressed to me by park residents but also by
many other Frame Lake constituents. This is a
problem that all Yellowknifers are concerned about
and a problem that Yellowknifers expect the GNWT
to help with.
Community government is firmly onside to help the
residents of Northland. The City of Yellowknife has
provided in-kind assistance to the park for at least
10 years. By recent city council motion they have
committed to continue that assistance and to try to
find financing for the infrastructure replacement
project.
This government, on the other hand, has refused to
provide any assistance to the park residents or the
city, apart from a brief mention of support for the
project in two letters to the Minister of Infrastructure
for Canada. The GNWT has refused to accept any
responsibility for the current plight of the Condo
Corporation No. 8, even though I feel they should
bear at least some moral responsibility.
Recently the City of Yellowknife, acting on behalf of
the condo corporation board, wrote to the GNWT
with a proposal; a proposal for a no-interest loan
from the GNWT to the City of Yellowknife, a loan
which would significantly reduce the repayment
costs to the residents. The cost of interest over 35
years is about $13 million, almost the same as the
cost of the project. The monthly repayment costs, if
they include interest, are out of the reach of most
park residents. Eliminate the interest, and the
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monthly condo payments are reduced to an amount
that condo corp residents can afford to pay.
The Premier, in his remarks Wednesday, stated
that the GNWT could provide a loan guarantee.
That won’t do it. It won’t reduce the repayment
costs to the point where it is affordable for
residents.
We’re not giving money away here. The proposal is
for a loan, not a grant. The cost to this government
on an annual basis is minimal, but to my
constituents, with their limited budgets, it’s huge.
The trailer park is home to about 1,100 residents,
over 2 percent of the population of the NWT. Were
it a stand-alone community it would be the seventh
largest community in the NWT. It’s time for this
government to do the right thing: to provide the help
my constituents need.
I will have questions for the Premier at the
appropriate time. Thank you.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Ms. Bisaro. The
honourable Member for Sahtu, Mr. Yakeleya.
MEMBER’S STATEMENT ON
FORT GOOD HOPE CANCER CONCERNS
MR. YAKELEYA: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Also
during my campaign tour in the Sahtu region I
spoke to many people in Fort Good Hope, and
actually spent extra time there because of the
amount of related cancer deaths in Fort Good
Hope. When I left, there were people that were
being diagnosed. As of yesterday, somebody else
was diagnosed with cancer in Fort Good Hope.
That’s about eight people. About nine people died
in Fort Good Hope of cancer.
People are afraid of the water they are drinking.
People are afraid of the water quality in the
Mackenzie River and eating the fish that they have
every winter, every fall and summer. People are
scared because there were old federal government
buildings that were condemned because of
asbestos and people working in those buildings at a
time when they were taken down and they weren’t
using proper safety precautions. There are a lot of
questions in Fort Good Hope. Why are there so
many deaths related to cancer?
We need to give the people in Fort Good Hope, and
any other community, some answers. Some time
ago they did a study in Aklavik on the cancer. That
study stopped. There is research for circumpolar on
cancer. The Dene Nation has done some surveys.
There are some groups out there that need to be
supported and funded to bring the answers to my
people.
When I was in Good Hope, not a very good picture
to see a loved one die with children around them
looking at their father on the bed and dying. We
need to get some answers from this government.
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Whoever the Health Minister is, I’m going to hold
them to account, that the people in my region need
not suffer anymore, and to get down to the bottom
of why people are getting cancer so much in Good
Hope. Is it the water? Is it the federal government
building that’s condemned? Is it the water in the
Mackenzie River? We need to help each other and
stop dying. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Yakeleya. The
honourable Member for Inuvik Boot Lake, Mr.
Moses.
MEMBER’S STATEMENT ON
APPRECIATION TO NEW COLLEAGUES
AND ASSEMBLY STAFF
MR. MOSES: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like
to take this opportunity to congratulate the Premier
and the Executive Council members on officially
being sworn in on October 27, 2011.
I would also like to congratulate you, Mr. Speaker,
on being elected as the first-ever Inuvialuit Speaker
in the Legislative Assembly.
I would like to take this time to thank the
Honourable Mr. Miltenberger and Deputy Speaker
Mrs. Groenewegen on being elected to their fifth
terms in the Legislative Assembly. Their wisdom,
knowledge and leadership will be a benefit to us
new Members, coined the Fab-Five, over the next
four years.
I would also like to congratulate the Honourable Mr.
Tom Beaulieu on his Cabinet position and
becoming the first-ever acclaimed MLA for Tu
Nedhe.
In the brief time that I’ve been an MLA and being
here in the Legislative Assembly, I have witnessed
th
a lot of history and some change within the 17
Legislative Assembly. Proof is with the meeting that
we had with the Aboriginal governments prior to the
selection of the Territorial Leadership Committee.
I am confident that the Members of the Legislative
Assembly, the Executive Council, with support and
direction from our Premier, will continue to make
history and make change that will benefit the
people of the Northwest Territories.
I would also like to give a special thank you to all
the staff of the Legislative Assembly, who have
committed long hours and endless support to make
the transition for us new Members a comfortable
one and with our new jobs and our new roles. As
stated yesterday, I look forward to working with all
Members and staff to carry out our jobs in the best
interests of people in the Northwest Territories.
Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Moses. Member
for Hay River North, Mr. Bouchard.
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MEMBER’S STATEMENT ON
APPRECIATION TO FORMER HAY RIVER
NORTH MLA, MR. PAUL DELOREY
MR. BOUCHARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As I
indicated yesterday, I look forward to working with
my fellow Members in the Legislative Assembly. As
the government moves forward, we also need to
look back and thank some of the people that have
been here before.
It’s been a privilege to replace the Honourable Paul
Delorey as the representative for Hay River North.
th
Mr. Delorey was first elected in the 14 Assembly in
1999 and he has served three terms, a total of 12
th
th
years, for Hay River. During the 15 and 16
Assembly Mr. Delorey sat as the Speaker of this
House. He has represented Hay River in the
Northwest Territories very well.
I am using today’s Member’s statement to thank
him for his hard work and I wish him well in his
future endeavours. I know Mr. Delorey will continue
to represent Hay River. He has already committed
to helping junior curling in Hay River. I am sure he
will be working on his own to-do lists, and I would
like, also, to thank his wife and his family for their
commitments during his time served.
As a new MLA, I will be using him as a source of
information and direction. Good luck, Mr. Delorey,
and thank you very much.
MR. SPEAKER: The Member for Hay River South,
Mrs. Groenewegen.
MEMBER’S STATEMENT ON
REFLECTIONS ON THE
CONSENSUS GOVERNMENT SYSTEM
MRS. GROENEWEGEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Today I would like to speak a little bit about
consensus government, which always seems to
come into sharper focus around election time.
I believe that we do not have to make a choice
between consensus government or party politics.
Sometimes if we find the things that we don’t like
about consensus government, we think the only
alternative is party politics. I don’t agree with that,
but we have a consensus government that can be
improved upon and can become more consensus.
The Cabinet that we have selected and have now
been sworn in are the front line as we advance on
tackling the issues and the challenges facing the
Northwest Territories. I would like to see us as the
Regular Members being that next line behind them,
like a rear guard to support them in their role and to
help in more ways than what we have in the past.
I spoke with the Premier, Mr. McLeod, when we
walked into the Assembly the other day. We come
in here as 19 Members. We’re all equally qualified
to take on any of these roles. Some have more
experience, they’re from different regions, have
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different backgrounds and perspectives, and that’s
why we choose people to take on various areas of
leadership within this group of 19. But I think there’s
more opportunity for the Cabinet Ministers and
even yourself, Mr. Speaker, to turn to the Regular
Members on this side of the House to assist you in
doing the duties of a Cabinet Minister.
Oftentimes it’s a hectic and busy time. There are
functions to attend, there are conferences to speak
at, there are all kinds of activities, and in this next
four years going forward I would like to see this
Cabinet consider the skills and experience and
talents on this side of the House and allow us to
help you in the performing of your duties both in
formal and informal ways.
Mr. Speaker, during the last few days we’ve heard
from people on the matter of consensus
government. We read an editorial in the paper from
a long-time news person, Mr. Jack Sigvaldson. We
saw an interesting letter from Lois Little. We saw
interesting commentary being put forward by
Charles Furlong. These are all, I think, comments
and expressions of interest, in how our government
is run, by the public that we need to take seriously
and we need to listen to, because I don’t think that
the way we do things now…
MR. SPEAKER: Mrs. Groenewegen, you have now
exceeded your time for your Member’s statement.
MRS. GROENEWEGEN: Mr. Speaker, could I
please seek unanimous consent to conclude my
statement?
---Unanimous consent granted.
MRS. GROENEWEGEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker,
and thank you, colleagues. Consensus is not
clearly defined in the NWT Act. There is room for
improvement. We have discretion, and we have the
latitude to change the way we do things and to
improve them, and I look forward to working with
Members of this House to accomplish that in the
next four years. Thank you.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mrs. Groenewegen.
Member for Yellowknife Centre, Mr. Hawkins.
MEMBER’S STATEMENT ON
ADDICTIONS TREATMENT PROGRAMS
AND FACILITIES IN THE NWT
MR. HAWKINS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The
other day we’d heard from Mr. Miltenberger that
there was a report coming forward to this particular
Cabinet regarding recommendations for addictions.
I’d like this government to be known as a
government that took action on the addictions
problem.
Before the Premier hands out the portfolios, I’d like
him to seriously consider giving whoever takes the
Department of Health and Social Services a clear
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and precise mandate that they must finally take up
arms and deal with the addictions problems.
I don’t need to lecture this House about how closely
homelessness is related to addictions, but I’ll tell
you that they are interrelated in a way that affects
poverty, that affects employment, that hurts people
in the sense that they may lose their jobs, it may
lead to crime, it has serious impacts on family. The
list is endless.
The attitude of the past government has been that
there are one or two places to serve or deal with
addictions problems. I will tell you that we have very
little results to show from it that we’ve proven
anything that we’ve done it right.
Stanton is not a treatment facility for addictions.
With all great respect, Nats’ejee K’eh is not a
treatment centre for dealing with crack or meth. We
must take up arms against this cause. Even if we
only move this file inches forward, we must never
surrender to these types of demons, because they
are stealing the souls of good people and they are
destroying the lives of families.
As I understand it, as I said, this issue will be
coming to the Cabinet table. If this Cabinet wants to
do something on this particular file, they can. They
need to have a clear instruction from the Premier
and a mandate to do so. They will have my support
if they wish to do this, but I wish they not sit on their
particular hands as they have in the past.
Finally, the downtown has a day shelter, and it was
meant to help people who have homeless problems
and to give them somewhere to go during the day.
Critical to that function is it gives them some
options of what to do next. We need to look at
building interrelationships with other NGOs, but
how to fight the (a) homeless problem, but (b) also
give people options for their particular addictions.
This government should not, and I hope will not,
lose their partnership that they have with the City of
Yellowknife, BHP and, of course, the Department of
Health. It would be a sorry state of affairs if we did
nothing yet another term on the fight against
addictions.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Hawkins. Item 4,
returns to oral questions. Item 5, recognition of
visitors in the gallery. Member for Inuvik Twin
Lakes, Mr. Robert McLeod.

Recognition of Visitors in the Gallery
HON. ROBERT MCLEOD:
Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. I’d like to recognize Mr. Grant Hood, who
is the SAO for the Town of Inuvik and a constituent
of Inuvik Twin Lakes. Welcome.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McLeod. The
Member for Nahendeh, Mr. Menicoche.
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MR. MENICOCHE: Thank you so much, Mr.
Speaker. I’d like to recognize Dehcho Grand Chief
Sam Gargan in the gallery, as well as a former
resident of Fort Simpson Mr. Denezeh Nakehko.
Welcome.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Menicoche. The
Member for Deh Cho, Mr. Nadli.
MR. NADLI: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’d like to
recognize two members of the Enterprise Hamlet
Council: Mr. Craig McMaster and Mr. Dean Maher.
Hopefully I got their names right.
MR. SPEAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Nadli. The
honourable Premier, Mr. McLeod.
HON. BOB MCLEOD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’d
like to recognize the grand chief of the Dehcho First
Nation, Mr. Sam Gargan. We had a very good
meeting this morning and we were both senior boys
at Lapointe Hall at one time.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McLeod. I’d like to
welcome everybody to this morning’s proceedings.
Welcome to the House.
Item 6, acknowledgements. Item 7, oral questions.
Member for Hay River South, Mrs. Groenewegen.

Oral Questions
QUESTION 1-17(1):
ROLE OF REGULAR MEMBERS
IN CONSENSUS GOVERNMENT
MRS. GROENEWEGEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
In my Member’s statement today I talked a little bit
about consensus government. The headline in
today’s Yellowknifer is “McLeod Reigns Supreme,”
with a picture of Premier McLeod above the
headline. I think we need to maybe inform the
media a little bit about how consensus government
works, because we elect people to that side of the
House and I don’t think that they are reigning. I
think we have honoured them with the role of
leadership in our government and we want to be
there to help meet the needs of our people
together, together with them.
I’d like to ask Premier McLeod if he has a theory or
a way that he could see that we could do more to
work together as 19 Members of a consensus
government and how that might be reflected in his
communication to his new Cabinet in the way that
we do things – for example, when there are events
to attend, there’s travel that Ministers undertake –
so that we can incorporate more of the expertise
and the skills and the knowledge of the Members
on this side of the House.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mrs. Groenewegen.
The honourable Premier, Mr. McLeod.
HON. BOB MCLEOD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I
recognize that the newspapers have to sell papers,
and that wasn’t a quote of mine.
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My approach always has been to involve as many
Members as possible. Whenever I travelled as a
Minister, I always invited some of the Members
along. A lot of times when we went to the United
States, I’d bring at least two Members along. On
several occasions where I was invited for speaking
engagements, if I couldn’t go, I would ask a
Member to cover for me. On trips I couldn’t go, I’d
also ask Members to attend on my behalf.
This is an item that we put on our agenda for the
Cabinet retreat, where we’ll all agree how we will be
able to work together with all of you, and how to
communicate with each other and how to work
together to get things done. A lot of it is sharing of
information, listening, responding quickly to
questions and queries, and providing information as
requested. So we’ll be discussing all those things.
As well, we’ll be talking about attendance at
federal/provincial/territorial conferences.
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MRS. GROENEWEGEN: I knew that was coming
and I will only make one more supplementary. As
the Premier, will the Premier commit to having input
on our Caucus agenda from the Cabinet side now,
agree to bring forward to the Caucus, together with
the Regular Members, the exploration of
opportunities for the Caucus to consider more than
what we have typically in the past?
HON. BOB MCLEOD: We will be discussing that
in our Cabinet retreat and we’re prepared to
discuss it at the first opportunity in Caucus.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McLeod. The
Member for Frame Lake, Ms. Bisaro.
QUESTION 2-17(1):
FUNDING SUPPORT FOR
NORTHLAND MOBILE HOME PARK
WATER AND SEWER
INFRASTRUCTURE REPAIR

I think that wherever possible, it would be helpful to
bring, perhaps, chairs of committees along, if time
is available and we can do it. Those are the type of
things we’ll be discussing.

MS. BISARO:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My
questions today are in follow-up to my Member’s
statement.

MRS. GROENEWEGEN:
Those are all good
ideas. Not only does it give Members on this side a
chance to participate and support Cabinet Ministers
and the Premier in the fulfillment of their roles, but it
also gives a valuable insight to Members on this
side. Many of these young Members will eventually
be on that side. It’s a shadowing that I think benefits
everybody.

I’d like to ask the Premier, relative to the comments
that he made on Wednesday, unedited Hansard
indicated that the Premier had said that he would
be willing to support a loan guarantee for the
project to replace the water and sewer
infrastructure at Northland. I’d like to ask the
Premier to explain to me what is meant by a loan
guarantee and how is that beneficial to the city and
to the project.

When we arrive here and we do choose our
leadership, seven of 19 go to the Cabinet room and
11 of the 19 go to the Regular Members’ Caucus
room. There is not, in my opinion, enough of
hearing everybody’s voice. You could be an
amazing voice at the Cabinet table and have a lot
of things to say and a lot of good, but with Cabinet
confidentiality and Cabinet solidarity, the public,
and even us, we may not hear enough of that. I
believe that something is lost.
Does the Premier agree that there may be an
expanded role for our Caucus where we sit as 19
equal Members and talk about initiatives and ideas
in a greater way than we do normally on an annual
basis or at the beginning of our term?
HON. BOB MCLEOD: I believe we should do that.
th
I think the way we started this 17 Assembly where
we, all 19 of us, sat with Aboriginal governments I
think showed that we can work together on that
basis. I think for major issues we should meet as
Caucus to discuss. I think in November we’re going
to get together for two weeks to set the strategic
direction for this government and also to finalize or
formalize our vision and goals and objectives for
the next four years, and our priorities. I think it’s
very important for us to work as a Caucus together.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Ms. Bisaro. The
honourable Premier, Mr. McLeod.
HON. BOB MCLEOD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
When I met with Mayor Van Tighem from
Yellowknife, we talked about the Northland issue
and the fact that the estimated cost to fix the
problem at Northland was somewhere in the
neighbourhood of $18 million. The Northland
condominium group had indicated to the city that
they didn’t need to have paving and so on that had
been planned for the area, so that would shave $2
million to $3 million off the project. Also, if a loan
guarantee was provided so that the city could make
a low rate, they would save a further $3 million to
$4 million. That would reduce the cost by half. That
was what was proposed by the mayor in a letter to
th
me as the sole Minister on Cabinet in the 16
Assembly.
If I recall correctly, and I guess I’ll have to confirm in
Hansard, but I indicated that I was prepared to have
it brought forward to Cabinet once we had reviewed
our fiscal situation and we would deal with it on that
basis. I would also have to check into what the
process is for this government to provide a loan
guarantee, because I understood that we have to
come to the Legislative Assembly to get a loan
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guarantee approved. That’s something I’ll have to
confirm.
MS. BISARO: I thank the Premier for his remarks.
He had stated that the project cost was $8 million
and I took a little bit of exception to that. I’m
pleased that he’s changed his number to $18
million, because that is much closer to the project
cost. If I add up the numbers that the Premier just
mentioned, I don’t get it being reduced. He said half
the cost; I don’t get it being reduced to $9 million. I
think there still is, even with the reduced paving,
even with the loan guarantee, I think the cost of the
project is out of the reach of most members that live
in Northland.
I’d like to know from the Premier, I guess I need to
understand whether or not we’re talking about the
same proposal, because the proposal that I have
seen asks for a no-interest loan. I would like to ask
the Premier if this government will seriously
consider not a loan guarantee but a no-interest loan
to the City of Yellowknife.
HON. BOB MCLEOD: The way I look at it is we’ll
have to confirm the numbers, finalize a proposal.
Whether it be a loan guarantee or a no-interest loan
proposal will have to be brought forward. We’d
have to discuss it at Cabinet, and if we have a
positive response, then we would go forward on
that basis.
MS. BISARO: Thanks to the Premier. I appreciate
that commitment and I’m really pleased to hear that
the option of a no-interest loan will be considered.
My usual last answer – I’m only asking three
questions today, Mr. Speaker – is when can we, I,
the city, expect a response from government
regarding their proposal? Thank you.
HON. BOB MCLEOD: My understanding is the
condominium association had finalized the
proposal. I haven’t seen it myself, but if there is a
final proposal that has been brought to the city,
then I expect that as soon as we assign portfolios
and Ministers have been briefed up, that we could
look at that, probably within the next few months.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McLeod. The
Member for Mackenzie Delta, Mr. Blake.
QUESTION 3-17(1):
HOUSING RENTAL SCALE REVIEW
MR. BLAKE: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
My question for Cabinet and our Premier is: I do
realize that in March we are planning to change our
rent scale for housing and I’m hoping that we can
implement that sooner, if possible. I know portfolios
aren’t designated yet, but I’d like to make that a
priority. Mahsi cho, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER:
McLeod.

Thank you, Mr. Blake. Mr.
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HON. BOB MCLEOD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I
know there is a rental scale review. We’re
expecting the results fairly soon and we’ll take
whatever steps we can to do it on a timely basis,
recognizing that it’s a big issue for all of the
communities in the Northwest Territories. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.
MR. BLAKE: I have no further questions.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Blake. Member for
Deh Cho, Mr. Nadli.
QUESTION 4-17(1):
RELATIONSHIPS WITH
ABORIGINAL GOVERNMENTS
MR. NADLI: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like
to congratulate the Premier and the Cabinet for
being selected our leaders.
th

At the 17 Assembly, as we start defining our
course, pathing out our approach and trying to
determine the best trail to take our people forward
into the next four years, I’ve heard the Premier
speak of working together, collaboration, all key
fundamental aspects of ensuring that we uphold the
principles of consensus. I’d like to ask the Premier if
he has confirmed a forum or a date to follow up on
st
the historic October 21 meeting with the Aboriginal
groups. Mahsi.
MR. SPEAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Nadli. The
honourable Premier, Mr. McLeod.
HON. BOB MCLEOD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
We’ve only had two meetings, one before we were
sworn in and one since we’ve been sworn in, so we
haven’t had an opportunity to discuss it yet, Mr.
Speaker.
MR. NADLI: I have no further questions.
MR. SPEAKER:
Yakeleya.

The Member for Sahtu, Mr.

QUESTION 5-17(1):
RELATIONSHIP WITH
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
MR. YAKELEYA: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My line
of questioning is with the Aboriginal government
that we had this historic meeting last Friday, and
also that the biggest issue, I guess, on the people’s
minds is the working relationship and the
Devolution and Resource Revenue Sharing
th
Agreement that was signed in the 16 , and the time
frame to conclude that agreement with the federal
government.
This territorial government indicated that Members
had talked about the amount of dollars that are
leaving the North. They talked about the control
being yet in Ottawa, with some still staying in the
Northwest Territories.
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I want to ask the Premier, with the time frames that
we signed a deal, we have not had a good
response from the Aboriginal governments, except
the Inuvialuit and the NWT Metis Nation at the table
signing, and shows a very weak sign of support for
this deal. The major other five Aboriginal
governments are not all there together. I want to
ask the Premier his relationship with the federal
government and John Duncan. This is the guy that
would not meet with the Aboriginal governments
when he came to the Northwest Territories, yet he
is supposed to be the man to represent the
Aboriginal people.
Can the Premier indicate, in his phone call with
Duncan, that things have changed or it’s different
versions of how the North is going to be strong, free
and wealthy and what’s a good potential? Can the
Premier tell me what type of discussion he had, that
maybe we’ve got a chance with Duncan to maybe
consider meeting with the chiefs when he gets to
the North again?
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Yakeleya. The
honourable Premier, Mr. McLeod.
HON. BOB MCLEOD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I
had a very good discussion with Minister Duncan
and I told him about how we, as a Caucus, had met
with the Aboriginal governments, and that I had
been on the phone talking to the majority of the
Aboriginal government leaders and it was my
intention to talk to all of them either by today or
early next week. He indicated that he was prepared
to come north and to meet with the Aboriginal
leaders at some appropriate time in the future, so I
believe that it is his intention to do so. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.
MR. YAKELEYA: Hopefully, somewhere between
now and whenever Minister Duncan comes north
and meets with all the Aboriginal leaders to discuss
this important issue, being a former chief negotiator
of the land claim and self-government, that the
federal government tag the amount of money to
conclude a deal with the benefits if we go ahead to
sign or not to sign.
With the devolution we have an 18-month time
frame. I want to ask the Premier, in his discussions
so far with the Aboriginal governments, the federal
government, if that 18-month time frame is
something that we’re working towards or something
that could be maybe stretched or could be
something that would give us enough time to get a
deal signed with the Aboriginal governments, all of
them, to make this a deal that’s worthwhile to stand
up and say, yes, it’s a maiden deal or something
that Minister Duncan is going to show again by
demonstrating his actions at the take-it-or-leave-it
deal, and that is the way that he seems to be
operating. Is the Premier willing to consider those
options?

Page 23

HON. BOB MCLEOD: My understanding of the
dates or timelines that you’re quoting is that those
are just guidelines. In our discussions with the
Aboriginal governments, we are not talking about
those kinds of specific details at this time. We’ve
been talking about how to try to find ways to find
some common ground and to start working
together, and we’re hoping to be able to start to do
that and to follow up on the meeting in Dettah by
getting together again soon, hopefully before
Christmas.
MR. YAKELEYA:
Certainly, I hope that the
Cabinet or the Premier is looking at some
guidelines, because that’s how the system works.
I know when I was the chief negotiator, again, that
the Treasury Board gave us a guideline and this is
the amount, this is the agreement, you reach it and
when you get there, you go to your people and ask
if you want to accept the deal or not. The other part
of it goes into implementation.
Would the Premier look at, with the Aboriginal
governments, a timeline. I heard it from your other
Cabinet Ministers that the amount of money that’s
leaving the Northwest Territories, there’s a deal
signed.
The federal government is a majority government.
They have the ability to say take it or leave it. Can
the Premier look with his team to see how they
could get the Aboriginal government onside, on
common ground within the guidelines of 18 months
or they can do it within two or three years and take
it to the people so that the people can all vote and
say this is what we want, rather than keep it with a
select few in the House here?
HON. BOB MCLEOD: It is our intention to work
with the Aboriginal leaders to find some common
ground and at that point they’ll look at timelines.
Thank you.
MR. YAKELEYA: Can the Premier tell us how he’s
going to involve this Assembly? How do we staff
the right person? Are we going to have some staff
in Ottawa that would help us bridge the link
between us and the Minister’s office to strengthen
the agreement with our Aboriginal partners on this
important issue and other issues in the North such
as the Mackenzie Valley Highway? How are we
going to evolve and determine the staffing if we are
going to have a staff in Ottawa to help us get our
financial, political, economic situation here in the
Northwest Territories, and most importantly, our
relationship with the federal government?
HON. BOB MCLEOD: Thank you. Normally staff
from Ottawa don’t really become involved until such
time as we get fairly close, because we need staff
from Ottawa to write the Cabinet decision papers
and also when we get closer to the actual transition
to have federal staff to help with implementation. So
I’m not sure what the Member is leading to when
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he’s asking for having federal staff involved,
because normally they’re involved at the
negotiating table and we have our negotiating
people as well. So if you’re suggesting to use
federal people to reach common ground with
Aboriginal governments, then we could do that as
well. Thank you.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McLeod. Short
supplementary, Mr. Yakeleya.
MR. YAKELEYA: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Just for
clarification, I’m asking about our own staffing, I’m
not asking about the federal staffing. That is the
post-evolution and post-impact agreement. I’m
asking about our people, how we’re going to get our
people here working with us as an independent
office, or an office that we could use in Ottawa.
HON. BOB MCLEOD: Thank you. Right now in our
discussions with Aboriginal governments, we’re
keeping all our options open, and at the appropriate
time we will have that discussion, and if it would
facilitate the process, we would be quite prepared
to do it. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McLeod. The
Member for Weledeh, Mr. Bromley.
QUESTION 6-17(1):
RELATIONSHIPS WITH
ABORIGINAL GOVERNMENTS
MR. BROMLEY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I
appreciate the Premier fielding all these questions
today on behalf of Cabinet. I’d like to say, first of all,
that I’m pleased that there was a good discussion
had with Grand Chief Sam Gargan and I’m
wondering if the Premier can share with us either in
this format, or Caucus, or committee, what those
discussions were and how they were good. Thank
you.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Bromley. The
honourable Premier, Mr. McLeod.
HON. BOB MCLEOD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
They were very good for me, first of all, because
the Dehcho Grand Chief is planning to organize the
community feast for me in Fort Providence at some
point in November, and he wants me to visit all of
the different institutions there and meet all of the
people again. So I was happy with that. I’m very
pleased to do so. We’re working on a date.
We had a good discussion on where the Dehcho
First Nation is at, the Dehcho process and how his
views are on the land use planning framework, how
the different governments can interact, and we had
a discussion on devolution and constitutional
development. We did all this in a fairly short time
frame, but I think we were both pleased with the
meeting. Thank you.
MR. BROMLEY: Thank you. I also heard the
Premier say that he’d met with most of the other

October 28, 2011

Aboriginal government leaders. Is there anything he
can share from discussions with them, too, beyond
invitations to feasts and stuff? I’d be interested in
how we’re moving forward on some of the key
issues that are before us. Thank you.
HON. BOB MCLEOD: Thank you. I had the
opportunity to either meet or call most of the
leaders, and most of them are still in a positive
frame, and they’re willing to continue to have
discussions on how to find ways to work together
and to see if we can set up a process and define
common ground. Thank you.
MR. BROMLEY: Thank you. It sounds like a good
start, a good follow-up to the Friday meeting. I like
the positive stuff. I am looking forward to hearing
about progress on the real issues. Will the Premier
be updating us regularly on these sorts of
discussions on relationships with our Aboriginal
government partners? Thank you.
HON. BOB MCLEOD: Thank you. It was my
intention to debrief with the MLAs on the different
Aboriginal governments, the regions. I could also
do it collectively, if that is the wish of the Assembly.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McLeod. Mr.
Bromley. Thank you, Mr. Bromley. The Member for
Yellowknife Centre, Mr. Hawkins.
QUESTION 7-17(1):
DEPARTMENTAL MANDATES FOR
TH
17 ASSEMBLY
MR. HAWKINS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In my
Member’s statement today I talked about
addressing the addictions problem, and perhaps,
maybe, we could actually gain ground this particular
Assembly and deal with this particular issue. Now, I
don’t suspect any Assembly – although it would be
nice – or any government ever to fully deal with that
particular problem, but the important thing is never
to surrender to allow addictions to happen in the
manner that it is, as well as the fact of how little it’s
actually been happening.
I highlighted the focus of the mandate of a
particular department as well as this government,
and what is little known by the public is that
departments are given specific mandates by the
Premier and ordered as marching orders. To shed
a little light on that, that’s never really discussed
publicly or else we would have known in advance at
th
the beginning of the 16 Assembly about the
supplementary health benefits change, as well as a
few others.
So my particular question to the Premier will be:
when will the development of departmental
mandates be seen, will there be engagement with
Members on those developments, and when do we
expect some type of discussion on those particular
mandates that individual departments will get the
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marching orders on that Ministers will have to
comply with? Thank you.

committed to that process and we will follow that
process. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Hawkins. The
honourable Premier, Mr. McLeod.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McLeod. The
Member for Range Lake, Mr. Dolynny.

HON. BOB MCLEOD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’m
anticipating that once we assign portfolios, that we’ll
also be providing mandate letters to each of the
Ministers and that will be reflected in the business
planning process that we do through this Legislative
Assembly. Thank you.
MR. HAWKINS: Thank you. The Premier didn’t
address the question about specific mandates and I
highlighted the point about supplementary health
benefits. That was a Cabinet decision mandate
handed out to the department to fulfill. It didn’t have
Regular Members involved in that type of decision.
Suggesting that we wait for the business plans for
these holistic mandates is great, but before you put
any bologna on the table, it’s the decisions made in
Cabinet that are the ones that are the real meat and
potatoes of the government’s marching orders.
Those are the types of mandates I’d like to find out.
When will the Premier be issuing specific mandates
to departments as to the objectives created in
Cabinet for that direction? I’m not talking about the
Caucus feel good statements; I’m talking about the
ones that get down to the nuts and bolts and
direction of government. Thank you.
HON. BOB MCLEOD: Thank you. We normally
wait until we go through our strategic planning
exercise with the whole Caucus where we, as a
th
government of the 17 Assembly, identify our
vision, we identify our priorities and then we
develop our goals and objectives. At that point we’ll
be giving specific marching orders to the
departments. Thank you.
th

MR. HAWKINS: Thank you. As I said, in the 16
Assembly the Department of Health was given the
mandate to start hacking away at supplementary
health benefits, and in no way that was ever
discussed in a Caucus discussion and in no way
that was developed in Caucus visioning. But yet,
the Department of Health was marching to the
orders given by the Premier of the day. That’s the
concern I specifically have here. So is the Premier
saying here today, without any doubt, that there are
no mandates issued to any of the departments, and
furthermore, is he also saying that all departmental
mandates will be developed with all Members?
Thank you.
th

HON. BOB MCLEOD: In the 16 Assembly we set
up a protocol which we all agreed to and we all
agreed that there would be no surprises. There was
nothing that was identified in the protocol that was
th
going to be approved by the 16 Assembly that
th
would flow into the 17 Assembly. We’ve all agreed
that we’re going to get together and set the vision
th
and strategy for the 17 Assembly, and we are

QUESTION 8-17(1):
APPROACH TO
PAN-TERRITORIAL RELATIONS
MR. DOLYNNY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My
question is for the Premier and I’ll ask him this:
when will we be seeing a meeting with all three
territorial Premiers? They should be brought
together to discuss common issues such as our
economy, our infrastructure, our health and
northern Aboriginal affairs. How can we speak as
one voice, as a solid northern voice for the rest of
Canada, Mr. Speaker?
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Dolynny. The
honourable Premier, Mr. McLeod.
HON. BOB MCLEOD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I
believe that the three northern Premiers will
probably get together before the next Council of
Federation meeting. Normally the three Premiers
get together to set the stage for the discussions that
will happen when all of the Premiers are together.
My expectation is probably the first chance for all
the Premiers to get together is the end of
November. I will have to confirm it, but my
expectation is we will probably have a chance to
get together before then. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McLeod. The
honourable Member for Nahendeh, Mr. Menicoche.
QUESTION 9-17(1):
ESTABLISHMENT OF
RURAL AND REMOTE COMMUNITIES
WORKING COMMITTEE GROUP
MR. MENICOCHE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’d
like to ask the Premier a question with regard to
Rural and Remote Communities Working
th
Committee that we established in the 16
Assembly. Would the Premier consider a similar
working committee again or even establish the
same one on behalf of the small and remote
communities? Thank you.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Menicoche. The
honourable Premier, Mr. McLeod.
HON. BOB MCLEOD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Although I wasn’t a member of that committee, in
my estimation, it was a very good committee. It
accomplished a lot and it provided for real change
and improvements to the small communities. So if it
is the wish of everybody here to continue it, I
certainly would support it. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McLeod. The
honourable Member for Hay River South, Mrs.
Groenewegen.
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QUESTION 10-17(1):
PROTOCOLS FOR
MINISTERIAL COMMUNITY VISITS
MRS. GROENEWEGEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Since we are talking about protocols and kind of
laying the protocols and groundwork for protocols
th
going forward for the 17 Assembly, when the
Premier just shared about his meeting with the
grand chief and a little bit of the content of that and
the invitation to go to Fort Providence, it kind of
reminded me of a protocol that is very dear to my
heart, and that is when people in communities,
whether it be the town council, the hamlet council,
an NGO, want to entertain or host or bring a
Cabinet Minister or the Premier into their
community, that they make the MLA the point of
contact. There is a no more sinking feeling.
Outside of Yellowknife, you know politicians are
everywhere, you see them on every street corner,
but when you get out into the regions and into our
communities, there is a no more sinking feeling to
find out the Minister of Education is doing a tour of
the schools this morning and you didn’t know about
it. It’s a horrible feeling when you’re a Regular MLA
and I think it just shows respect to the local MLA. If
you’re meeting with the Sahtu leadership, then Mr.
Yakeleya should be part of that meeting and part of
that conversation.
I know it’s a small territory. We know everybody
and people are going to contact you directly, but out
of respect and as a protocol, would you share such
a protocol with your Cabinet at the very outset?
Thank you.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mrs. Groenewegen.
The honourable Premier, Mr. McLeod.
HON. BOB MCLEOD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I
think that’s going to be the key element of our
communications package. Any of the Ministers that
travel to anybody’s riding, the Member or the MLA
representing that region or community is made
aware of it well in advance and there will be an
opportunity. Any time I go to a community I find it
only helps if you have the MLA representing help to
introduce you to their constituents. I think that’s the
way to get things done.
MRS. GROENEWEGEN: So let’s just give an
example: the Chamber of Commerce is having their
gala AGM coming up here and they would like to
have a guest speaker come from this Cabinet. As a
matter of fact, they’d like to have Mr. McLeod as
their guest speaker. Mr. Bouchard and I would then
hear from that organization and we would extend
the invitation to the Premier, on behalf of the
Chamber of Commerce, and would in fact host,
officially host. It shows such respect to the Regular
Members if they not only are made aware of it but
actually host the Premier and the Cabinet Members
when they are in our jurisdictions. If we could have
that put in place I think that would show a great
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deal of respect to the elected Members on this side
of the House.
HON. BOB MCLEOD: I agree with all of those
sentiments and we’ll work hard to make sure that
happens. I’ll certainly look forward to going to Hay
River; it’s one of my favourite places.
MR. SPEAKER:
Thank you, Mr. McLeod.
Colleagues, I’d like to welcome a former Member of
this House, Mr. Ernie Bernhardt. The honourable
Member for Sahtu, Mr. Yakeleya.
QUESTION 11-16(6):
PROTOCOLS FOR
MINISTERIAL COMMUNITY VISITS
MR. YAKELEYA: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I just
want to follow up on Mrs. Groenewegen’s questions
to the Premier on Cabinet coming into our region.
Some of our regions that we represent have four or
five or six communities. Sometimes when we ask
Cabinet Ministers, through their busy schedule
sometimes it’s a quick visit in or a quick visit out, or
we can do two communities rather than three
communities. Sometimes we are left with why our
community didn’t get the Premier or Cabinet
Minister. We have to do a very careful balancing act
on how we sort that out.
I want to ask if he would look at when they do,
when he talks to his Cabinet Ministers, there are
other factors to take into consideration, but if you
make every effort that the Premier comes to our
region more than once or twice in the Assembly.
That they come at least a minimum of a couple
times into our region for the first or second or third
or fourth year and that we see them not only once
or twice during Assembly time. That they make their
visits to our region and, like Mrs. Groenewegen
says, stay and visit our people, enjoy our people,
rather than do a quick trip in and out.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Yakeleya. The
honourable Premier, Mr. McLeod.
HON. BOB MCLEOD: We can develop guidelines.
I think that if we commit to only going to a region
when you can go to every community in the region,
I think it would detract from the ability for Ministers
or myself to go into a region. A lot of times you only
have a day or two days there if you go into a region.
If you commit, let’s say, going to the Sahtu and
going to all five communities and if you have to
spend six days or block off six days to be able to go
there, a lot of times it’s very hard to find a block of
six days to go into a region.
I think that we could agree to a guideline, but to be
able to commit to that we’re going to, between now
and the end of this government, go to the Sahtu
four times a year or something like that, I think it
would be difficult to adhere to. If we could say
maybe we’ll try to go once or twice during the life of
the government, then we could probably do that.
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MR. YAKELEYA: If we were to work together in
consensus building and collaboration, I like what
the Premier said to develop guidelines. It’s very
easy to go to one location and spend two or three
days there. There are communities that only have
one location to go to. In Yellowknife you can walk
around the blocks. You have the Ministers all living
here. That’s where we get the issue of small
communities and larger centres. If there are two or
three communities you can hit, fine, but sit down
and let’s talk about it. There are how many
communities you can visit a year? Well, that’s
something that I’d like to talk about. Come on. Give
us a chance over here in the small communities.
Have a heart, Mr. Premier.
I ask Mr. Premier if he’s willing to look at some
basic guidelines for the small communities when
the Ministers come into our communities, to take
some out of your busy schedule and visit the
people that put us here, the real people.
HON. BOB MCLEOD: I think the reality is we have
33 communities in the Northwest Territories. We
always make it a part of our busy schedule to try to
get to every one of our communities in the North.
Some of my long-term colleagues indicate that to
do the circuit of 33 communities it will take 18
months. If you take that into consideration, I think
that we’re probably looking at trying to get to every
th
community two times during the life of the 17
Assembly.
MR. YAKELEYA: That’s something we can talk
about. The Premier has put up some very good
arguments, but realistically you go to Yellowknife
and how long are you here? You can go around
any block. You can go to small communities, visit.
We have to get realistic here. It’s really good to see
Cabinet Ministers when they come into my region.
You visit me. I really appreciate that. We’ve had
some good meetings with the previous government
here. It’s realistic. Sometimes you may not want to
travel to our communities because of the weather
and other functions, but when they can do it, they
can do it. You can go to Inuvik and Smith and Hay
River in one visit. We have to get realistic here and
not put it out of context. Have a heart when you
look at it and come and visit our people. Visit my
people. They appreciate it.
HON. BOB MCLEOD: Most of my colleagues that
have been here before have been to all 33
communities or most of the 33 communities. I like
to travel to the communities and we’ll all do
everything as humanly possible to get to the
communities as many times as possible.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McLeod. Final
supplementary, Mr. Yakeleya.
MR. YAKELEYA: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I want
to say to the Premier that I look forward to the
humanistic possibilities of what he can do to come
into our small communities. I look forward to his
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position when we ask that question again, either in
the halls or in the office or he can come and visit
me also.
MR. SPEAKER: I see no question there, Mr.
Yakeleya. Item 8, written questions. Item 9, returns
to written questions. Item 10, replies to opening
address. Item 11, petitions. Item 12, reports of
standing and special committees. Item 13, reports
of committees on the review of bills. Item 14, tabling
of documents.

Tabling of Documents
TABLED DOCUMENT 1-17(1):
2010 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
CONFLICT OF INTEREST COMMISSIONER
FOR THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
Pursuant to Section 99 of the Legislative Assembly
Executive Council Act, I hereby table the 2010
Annual Report of the Conflict of Interest
Commissioner of the Northwest Territories.
Item 15, notices of motion. The honourable Member
for Sahtu, Mr. Yakeleya.

Notices of Motion
MOTION 7-17(1)
EXTENDED ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE
TO DECEMBER 7, 2011
MR. YAKELEYA:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Extended adjournment of the House to December
7, 2011. I give notice that on Monday, October 31,
2011, I will move the following motion: I move,
seconded by the honourable Member for Inuvik
Boot Lake, that, notwithstanding Rule 4, when the
House adjourns on October 28, 2011, it shall be
adjourned until Wednesday, December 7, 2011;
And further, that any time prior to December 7,
2011, if the Speaker is satisfied, after consultation
with the Executive Council and Members of the
Legislative Assembly, that the public interest
requires that the House should meet at an earlier
time during the adjournment, the Speaker may give
notice and thereupon the House shall meet at the
time stated in such notice and transact its business
as it has been duly adjourned to that time.
Mr. Speaker, at the appropriate time I will be
seeking unanimous consent to deal with this motion
today.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Yakeleya. Item
16, notices of motion for first reading of bills. Item
17, motions. The honourable Member for Sahtu,
Mr. Yakeleya.
MR. YAKELEYA: Mr. Speaker, I seek unanimous
consent to deal with the motion that I gave notice of
earlier today.
---Unanimous consent granted.
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Motions

Mr. Robert Bouchard, Member for Hay River
North;

MOTION 7-17(1)
EXTENDED ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE
TO DECEMBER 7, 2011,
CARRIED

the Honourable Jackson Lafferty, Member for
Monfwi; and

MR. YAKELEYA: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I MOVE, seconded by the honourable Member for
Inuvik Boot Lake, that, notwithstanding Rule 4,
when the House adjourns on October 28, 2011, it
shall be adjourned until Wednesday, December 7,
2011;
AND FURTHER, that any time prior to December 7,
2011, if the Speaker is satisfied, after consultation
with the Executive Council and Members of the
Legislative Assembly, that the public interest
requires that the House should meet at an earlier
time during the adjournment, the Speaker may give
notice and thereupon the House shall meet at the
time stated in such notice and transact its business
as it has been duly adjourned to that time.
MR. SPEAKER:
motion.

The motion is in order. To the

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.
MR. SPEAKER: Question has been called. The
motion is carried.
---Carried
The honourable Member for Inuvik Boot Lake, Mr.
Moses.
MR. MOSES: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr.
Speaker I seek unanimous consent to deal with the
Board of Management appointments motion I gave
notice of yesterday.
---Unanimous consent granted.
MOTION 6-17(1):
APPOINTMENTS TO THE
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT,
CARRIED
MR. MOSES: WHEREAS the Legislative Assembly
is required to appoint members to the Board of
Management in accordance with Subsection 36(3)
of the Legislative Assembly and Executive Council
Act;
AND WHEREAS appointments to the Board of
Management are required to be made during the
First Session of each Legislature.
NOW THEREFORE I MOVE, seconded by the
honourable Member for Sahtu, that the following
Members be appointed to the Board of
Management of this Assembly:

the Honourable Dave Ramsay, Member for
Kam Lake;
AND FURTHER, that the following Members be
appointed to the Board of Management as alternate
Members:
Ms. Wendy Bisaro, Member for Frame Lake;
Mr. Daryl Dolynny, Member for Range Lake;
the Honourable Glen Abernethy, Member for
Great Slave; and
the Honourable Tom Beaulieu, Member for Tu
Nedhe.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Moses. The
motion is in order. To the motion.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.
MR. SPEAKER: Question has been called. The
motion is carried.
---Carried
Item 18, first reading of bills. Item 19, second
reading of bills. Item 20, consideration in
Committee of the Whole of bills and other matters.
Item 21, report of Committee of the Whole. Item 22,
third reading of bills. Mr. Clerk, orders of the day.

Orders of the Day
CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): Orders of
the day for Wednesday, December 7, 2011, at 1:30
p.m.:
1. Prayer
2. Ministers’ Statements
3. Members’ Statements
4. Returns to Oral Questions
5. Recognition of Visitors in the Gallery
6. Acknowledgements
7. Oral Questions
8. Written Questions
9. Returns to Written Questions
10. Replies to Opening Address
11. Petitions
12. Reports of Standing and Special Committees
13. Reports of Committees on the Review of Bills

the Honourable Jackie Jacobson, Member for
Nunakput;

14. Tabling of Documents

Mr. Frederick Blake Jr., Member for Mackenzie
Delta;

16. Notices of Motion for First Reading of Bills

15. Notices of Motion
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17. Motions
18. First Reading of Bills
19. Second Reading of Bills
20. Consideration in Committee of the Whole of
Bills and Other Matters
21. Report of Committee of the Whole
22. Third Reading of Bills
23. Orders of the Day
MR. SPEAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Clerk.
Accordingly, this House stands adjourned until
Wednesday, December 7, 2011, at 1:30 p.m.
---ADJOURNMENT
The House adjourned at 11:31 a.m.
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