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To:  Standing Committee on Economic Development and Environment 
From:  Tłıc̨hǫ Government 
Date:  May 3, 2019 
Re:  ENR Bills 

On April 25, 2019, Tłı̨chǫ Government appeared before the Standing Committee on Economic 
Development and Environment (the “Committee”) to address the Protected Areas Act (Bill 38), the 
Environmental Rights Act (Bill 39), and the Forest Act (Bill 44) (collectively, the “Bills”).   

In response to the Committee’s request, Tłı̨chǫ Government provides this supplemental submission 
identifying specific instances where it may improve the clarity of the Bills to expressly reference the 
mandatory role of the Wek’èezhı ̀i Renewable Resource Board (“WRRB”) under the Tłı̨chǫ Agreement.  
Tłı̨chǫ Government recognizes that the Bills acknowledge the paramountcy of the Tłı̨chǫ Agreement 
generally.  It may, however, avoid future confusion to expressly reference the correspondence between 
the role of the WRRB under the Tłı̨chǫ Agreement and under the Bills in the following specific 
provisions: 

Protected Areas Act (Bill 38) 

• Subsections 11(2), 12(4), and 26(2) of Bill 38 should correspond with the obligation under 
section 16.1.1 of the Tłı̨chǫ Agreement for public government to consult both Tłı̨chǫ 
Government and the WRRB one year in advance of establishing or changing the boundaries of a 
protected area; 

• The potential contents of an establishment agreement under section 14(3) of Bill 38 should 
acknowledge and correspond with the overlapping role and functions of the WRRB under the 
Tłı̨chǫ Agreement. 

• Part 3 of Bill 38, particularly sections 21 and/or 24, should expressly acknowledge the ongoing 
management role of the WRRB with respect to wildlife, trees, and plants under chapters 12, 
13, and 14 of the Tłı̨chǫ Agreement. 

Forest Act (Bill 44) 

• Part 2 and/or Part 3 of Bill 44 should acknowledge the continuing forest and plant management 
functions of the WRRB pursuant to sections 13.4.1 and 14.4.1 of the Tłı̨chǫ Agreement and the 
mandatory consultation requirements set out in sections 13.4.2 and 14.4.2 of the Tłı̨chǫ 
Agreement. 

• In or around section 36, Bill 44 should acknowledge that public government cannot issue 
permits respecting commercial harvesting unless the WRRB concludes that impacts on wildlife 
will not be significant pursuant to section 13.3.1 and 14.3.1 of the Tłı̨chǫ Agreement. 

Tłı̨chǫ Government thanks the Committee for the opportunity to make this supplemental submission. 


