
July 5, 2019  
   
Cory Vanthuyne  
Chair of Standing Committee on Economic Development and Environment  
Government of the Northwest Territories  
P.O. Box 1320  
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2L9  
  
  
Dear Mr. Vanthuyne,  
  
Re: Bill 46: Public Lands Act  
  
  
On Monday, June 24, 2019, the Standing Committee on Economic Development and Environment presented in a public meeting to the 
community of Fort Smith on Bill 46: Public Lands Act. Upon review of the proposed Act, there appear to be several unresolved issues, as well 
as lack of clarity regarding the intent and purpose of the Act and the proposed changes. There are already differing interpretations of the Act, 
such as whether the act will ease the job of the government to manage land and make land transfers to municipalities more straightforward or if 
the Act is simply replacing two Acts without any significant changes. Additionally, since the Act does not contain a defined purpose, the 
Government will still have considerable discretion regarding enforcement of the Act. This may perpetuate, amongst other issues, the challenges 
which municipalities face working under the current Acts.  
  
Municipalities across the territory face similar and onerous concerns with regard to managing issues around Commissioner’s Land. Many of 
these issues and concerns could have been addressed through changes in the Act, had there been appropriate and meaningful engagement with 
communities in the the initial drafting of this Act, such as:  
  
- Transfer of Commissioner’s land within municipal boundaries to municipalities. The Territorial Government controlling the ability to 
lease or sell this property restricts the municipalities ability to regulate land use planning, management, and development, including that of the 
municipality.  
  
- Extending municipal boundaries. The process of extending municipal boundaries is unclear and inhibitory affecting the ability for 
communities to extend their municipal boundaries impeding growth, opportunities and future planning.  
  
- Leasing of commissioners land. This carries several issues; improvements on Commissioners Land affect how taxes are collected and 
limit the municipalities ability to recover taxes, lack of lease-only policies being addressed in the Act which currently seem to be handled with 
an inconsistent approach.  
  

                     
                  

                     
                    
             

  
The lack of consultation with this proposed act should be addressed with full and complete engagement with municipalities on the implications 
of this bill and proposed amendments to build a clear and defined bill which addresses issues that have plagued municipalities for years.  
We look forward to hearing from the committee on when this consultation can be completed to ensure that the input on this bill is 
comprehensive and addresses the many issues, including but not limited to those listed above.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
  
  
Lynn Napier-Buckley  
Mayor

An Act that has such overreaching effects on municipalities requires more consultation before going to the Legislative Assembly. The issues in 
this act impact revenue, economic development, planning, proper governance, and resident safety. There are financial and liability ramifications 
including the cost to administer, reductions in GIL revenue, fire abatement, and trail maintenance. Additionally, this Bill gives little recognition 
to the Community Planning and Development Act which gives municipalities development control; we are currently in a system where Lands
has refused transfer ownership when not in agreement with proposed developments.


