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The NWT Association of Communities, would like to thank the Standing 

Committee on Economic Development and the Environment for providing us 

with the opportunity to comment on Bill 46 – Public Land Act 

 

The NWT Association of Communities 

The NWTAC is a non-profit, non-governmental organization that represents 
the interests of 100% of NWT communities. 
 
The NWT Association of Communities was formed in 1966 to represent the 
interests of municipal governments in the Northwest Territories.  It provides a 
forum and unified voice for the aspirations of its members. 
 
Our Vision: 
“Working together to achieve all that our communities want to be” 
 
Our Mission: 
“To work together to serve our communities by addressing common 
issues, delivering programs and exchanging information. We are the 
unified voice for communities on municipal goals determined by our 
members.” 

 
 
 
 



Community Governments in the NWT have expressed 
concern over the management and disposal of 
Territorial and Commissioners Land within their 
municipal boundaries.  We hear constant concerns 
raised that community’s requests for land transfers 
are ignored and yet private sales seem to be 
occurring.  Yet we are given to understand that first 
right of refusal is supposed to be provided to 
community governments within municipal 
boundaries. 
 
Communities need to have ownership and regulatory 
control of lands within their municipal boundaries.  
Community Governments cannot effectively take a 
comprehensive approach to land use planning, 
infrastructure, utilities and zoning without appropriate 
measures in place to protect the community’s 
interests. 
 
We would have hoped that these community interests 
would have been addressed in the Public Land Act 
but because of lack of consultation during the 
development, those interests are not addressed in the 
Act. 
 
 
 
 



 
GENERAL COMMENTS ON THE PROCESS & THE BILL 

 

• Although reference was made to planning on engaging with community 
governments in the development of this Bill, the “What We Heard 
Document” states meetings only occurred with 1 community government.  
Nor was any attempt made to engage with the NWT Association of 
Communities.  There is too much impact on Community Governments by 
this act for this lack of engagement. 

• There is constant reference to ‘lands within and around municipal 
boundaries’ throughout the discussion documents yet no reference to 
municipal boundaries in the Act or acknowledgement of the community 
governments role 

• Even the Policy Document FAQ’s does not include community governments 
in the What Kind of Engagement are you doing question response? 

• The fact that there are a number of amendments required to the various 
municipal acts and associated acts would indicate the importance of 
community governments in this process and further highlights the 
importance of effective consultation with communities in the development 
of this act and associated regulations 

• Once again we are only now seeing effective consultation during the 
Standing Committee phase. 

• Why are we in a big rush? Consultation was done two years ago.  
Recommend taking the time to do it right. 

• Community Roads are included under the Highway Traffic Act 

• No discussion or reference to Municipal Planning Instruments 

• We are presuming that a number of unaddressed items will be addressed 
in the regulations 

 
 
Section 1 Definitions 

• There are numerous references to governments in the act and yet it is not 
defined.  To our mind that includes community governments. 

 
Section 53 Plan of Survey 

• Why suddenly using the term ‘sold’ here?  



CONCLUSIONS 

• The final reading of this act should not take place until effective 

consultation with community governments occurs.  The NWTAC 

would be pleased to provide advice and assist with this process. 

• Participation by community governments in crafting of 

regulations is also absolutely critical 

• Community Governments should have first Right of Refusal on all 

public lands within their respective municipal boundaries.  This 

needs to be abundantly clear in the legislation and associated 

regulation. 

 

In closing, we want to once again reiterate that we appreciate the 

opportunity to provide these comments to the Standing Committee on 

Economic Development and the Environment on Bill 46 – Public Land 

Act.  Please let us know if there is anything we can do to assist with 

the requested consultations with Community Governments.  

 


