
 

 
 
April 29, 2019 
 
Standing Committee Economic Development and Environment 
Legislative Assembly of the Northwest Territories 
P.O. Box 1320 
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2L9 
Email: michael_ball@gov.nt.ca 
 
Attention: Mr. Cory Vanthuyne 
 
Dear Mr. Vanthuyne,  
 
RE:  Bill 38: Protected Areas Act  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Bill 38: Protected Areas Act (the “Act”). The City of 
Yellowknife (the “City”) is excited by this new legislation that supports our Indigenous neighbours in 
protecting and preserving their lands and cultures. The Act also has the potential to have a positive 
effect on tourism in the Northwest Territories and potentially Yellowknife. 
 
Generally the Act provides for appropriate input from municipalities. In particular it requires 
engagement with ‘adjacent communities’ on the establishment of a protected area (section 16(2)) and 
in the development of a management plan for the area (section 24(4)).  
 
However, the Act lacks a corresponding requirement for engagement with a municipality when 
reducing the size of a previously established protected area. Section 26 of the Act, regarding changes 
to a protected area, requires public consultations but does not explicitly require engagement with an 
‘adjacent community’. The City submits that there is no logical reason to engage with municipalities 
when an area is being established but not when it is being changed. A change to an existing protected 
area could have the same, or even greater, impact on a municipality than the establishment of a new 
area. 
 
For example, if a protected area is established that is used heavily by City residents, or is a big tourist 
attraction, a reduction in size could harm a City’s interests. It would be appropriate in these 
circumstances to engage directly with the municipality in addition to general public consultations. 
 
A provision that requires engagement with a municipality when there are changes to a protected area 
would be consistent with other similar legislation. In particular, section 4 of the Territorial Parks Act 
requires consultation with a municipality when boundaries are changed. 
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Again, thank you for the opportunity to provide input on this legislation. Feel free to contact the City 
regarding any of the above. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Rebecca Alty 
Mayor of Yellowknife 
 
DM #559319 


